JANUARY  12-18,1992 

VOLUME  19  NO.  25 

NON-PROFIT  BIPAD:  65498 

$1.25 

Living  for  the  city 


By  J«w«ll«  Gomez 


■  live  in  New  Yoric  City,  one  of  the  most  populated  urban  areas  in  the  world.  The  streets  bubble  with  life  at  all  hours  of  the  day  and  night  Going  home  from  the  movies  or  out  grocery  shop¬ 
ping  at  3  am.  you  expect  the  train  to  be  crowded  and  a  line  at  the  checkout  counter.  I  love  living  in  the  Qty  because  of  the  sense  of  life  all  around.  So  it’s  unsettling  to  realize  how  much, 
despite  the  vitality,  death  seems  to  be  with  me  more  and  more.  Thoe  are  those  around  me  who  fear  growing  middle-aged  then  old  and  those  who  fear  that  option  has  been  cruelly  stolen 
firom  than.  And  everywhere  the  fear  seems  to  seqr  out  of  the  cracks  in  the  sidewalks,  waft  like  a  leaden  mist  through  our  daily  routines  and  settle  insidiously  in  the  bones  of  people  who  try  to 
walk  and  talk  like  they’re  not  afraid. 

Going  into  a  new  year,  facing  the  imminoit  turn  of  the  coitury  I  want  to  feel  hopeful.  I  want  to  look  at  what  I’ve  accomplished,  and  remember  how  proud  my  ancestors  are.  Instead,  all  I 
ronanbo'  is  that  they’re  not  here,  they’ve  gone  ahead.  I’m  sure  this  is  largely  a  function  of  getting  oldo^.  After  30  years  the  chants  at  all  the  rallies  begin  to  sound  the  same.  I  begin  to  notice 
that  most  of  the  people  in  the  bar  are  ten  years  younger  than  I  am,  and  my  legs  ache  whoi  I  get  up  from  my  desk  and  everyone  in  my  yoga  class  (but  me)  can  actually  do  the  sim  saluution  with¬ 
out  getting  winded.  The  vdiement  political  argumoit  from  last  night’s  strategy  meeting  is  the  same  as  one  I  remonbo-  from  1970.  The  people  I  grew  up  with  on  the  six  o’clock  news  are  not 
weathering  too  well.  Movie  stars  that  shaped  my  romantic  ideal  are  either  dead  or  have  pamanent  rooms  at  the  Betty  Ford  clinic.  Nobody  remembers  the  Shirelles  with  the  same  passion  I  do. 

I  ronember  my  grandmother  and  great-grandmother  mourning  that  they  outlived  their  friends.  As  earth’s  atmosphere  grows  more  toxic  I  too  outlive  my  friends,  but  it  begins  earlia.  I  know 
more  about  radiation  treatment  for  cancer  than  I  ever  wanted  to  know.  And  I  recognize  the  effects  of  cytomeglia  virus  as  well  as  I  did  those  of  Agent  Orange  in  the  mUitant  anti-war  ’70s.  I 
never  wanted  to  know  these  things. 

'The  womoi  in  my  family  always  had  an  amazing  ciqjacity  for  life.  They  filled  themselves  and  the  world  around  them  with  the  electricity  of  words,  laughta,  ideas,  hope.  They  seem  to  have 
girded  themselves  for  a  struggle  while  in  the  cradle  and  didn’t  let  their  breath  out  until  it  was  the  fmal  sigh.  Me,  I  examine  options.  Live  here... work  there...buy  this...attend  that.. .discover 
it...dump  them...Iisten  to  him...dateha..jiot. 

When  Dr.  Martin  Lutho-  King  was  murdered  I  lay  in  my  narrow  bed  in  an  urban  renewalAoiemcnt  in  the  South  End  of  Boston.  I  cried  and  called  friends  in  Roxbury  and  Dorchester,  the 
places  where  I  knew  he  was  truly  mourned.  But  I  and  everyone  I  talked  to  felt  somewhoe  deqr  inside  that  his  death  meant  something;  that  the  world  would  see  the  evil  of  racism  and  repoit 
The  hope  that  filled  us  almost  soothed  the  horror  of  the  act.  We  wae  wrong.  The  murdo-  was  not  transcendent  except  inside  of  us.  And  I  feel  guUty  for  that  hope,  as  if  I’d  willed  him  to  his 
death.  It  is  a  bittaness  that  will  neva  leave  me,  that  trave!s  with  me  down  Rfth  Avenue  for  every  Gay  Pride  march,  just  as  it  did  whoi  we  chained  ourselves  to  the  White  House  gate  in  the  ’70s 
in  protest  against  the  War. 

I  think  it’s  the  vulnerability  that  unnerves  me.  I  miss  not  believing  I  have  the  answer  to  the  earth’s  problems.  If  you  march,  if  you  chain  yourself,  if  you  lie  down  someone  will  notice.  Not 
necessarily.  When  you’re  a  kid  people  expect  you  to  be  radical,  unpredictable,  rebellious,  even  whoi  they  hate  what  you  demand.  When  you’re  past  40  they  just  think  you  waen’t  paying  atten¬ 
tion,  that  you  missed  a  dance  class  and  don’t  Imow  the  stqjs.  You’re  gauche. 

And  then  they  begin  to  think  it’s  just  because  you  were  too  inept  to  do  it  their  way,  the  right  way,  the  straight  way. 

This  year  I  want  to  learn  to  like  that  vubierabUity.  When  a  child  is  learning  to  crawl  and  walk  it  doesn’t  wonda  what  the  adults  are  thinking.  I  would  like  to  return  to  the  advaiture  of  learning 
the  world,  myself,  how  to  do  things.  I  don’t  want  to  be  afraid  of  being  unsure,  of  not  knowing  everything.  I  think  that  openness  helps  prevent  the  odor  of  death  from  overpowering  the  scent  of 
life. 

I  will  miss  those  familiar  faces — no  one  wUl  ever  drive  a  car  like  Steve  McQueen  or  look  down  ho"  nose  at  Beau  Bridges  like  Diana  Sands  did.  And  I  want  to  cry  out  loud  about  their  loss 
widiout  shame.  I  will  tell  my  lova  my  knees  ache.  She’ll  massage  them  with  one  hand  and  be  inside  me  with  the  other.  I  want  to  embrace  the  idea  of  change,  change  in  others  as  much  as 
change  for  myself.  I  want  to  accept  who  I  am  wifliout  accepting  ^^at  the  world  has  become. 

It  is  the  ’90s.  Disco  is  dead  and  so  are  a  lot  of  our  friends.  But  I  want  to  keep  dancing.  Emma  Goldman  said  if  there  was  no  dancing  at  the  revolution  she  wouldn’t  come. 

When  women  made  the  first  spirit  circle  in  a  field  or  suburban  CR  group  and  gave  birth  to  feminism  no  one  thought  about  what  we’d  do  in  our  old  age.  We  couldn’t  imagine  ourselves  so 
tired  we  couldn’t  face  each  other.  Hope  filled  us  too  full  to  notice  that  the  clock  kqrt  ticking  and  that  the  advantage  always  goes  to  the  home  court  team,  not  to  the  upstart,  radical,  negro,  dyke, 
fairy,  womoi’s  libbw,  peacenik,  commie  crips.  I  want  to  dance  on  the  court,  full  out,  not  afraid  to  fall  and  break  my  h4).  I  want  to  keep  remembering  not  just  the  bitterness  of  loss  and  loneliness 
when  friends  are  gone,  but  the  connection  to  the  future,  even  if  it’s  a  future  I  won’t  see.  Continued  on  page  1 1 
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GCNJOBS 

Advertising  Coordinator 

Available  in  May  Obtain  dipiay  and  classified 
ads  and  develop  strategies  for  increasing 
advertising  sales  Manage  aacounts  grirpare 
ad  rates  and  sales  materials  Work  ■.v:tn  Art 
Director  on  advertising  design  and  place 
ment 

Qualifications:  Strong  organizational  com¬ 
munications.  record-keeping  skills.  Previous 
sales  marketing  and  finance  experience 
helpful  Familiarity  with  PC  and  or  MAC 

Deadline  for  applications:  March  20. 

1  992. 

GCN  Positions  All  GCN  positions  require 
commitments  to  lesbian  gay  liberation  femi¬ 
nism  anti-racism  an  awareness  of  class 
issues  and  collective  decision-making 

Salary  Benefits  All  positions  pay  S230  week 
and  include  health  insurance  through  Harvard 
Community  Health  Plan,  dental  allowance 
sick  leave,  and  four  weeks  paid  vacation 
GCN  otters  staff  members  responsibility  lor 
their  own  jobs,  with  flexibility  and  ample  room 
for  innovation. 

Please  send  resume  and  cover  letter  to 
GCN  Job  Search  Committee.  62  Berkeley 
St,.  Boston,  MA  02116. 


GCN  simply  must 
continue 

Deal  GCN: 

Men  of  AD  Colors  TogetherAChicago  appre¬ 
ciates  the  commitmait  of  GCN  to  our  com¬ 
mon  struggle  against  racism,  sexism  and 
homophobia.  Unlike  many  gay  publications 
which  promote  an  assimilationist  agenda,  you 
challenge  the  systemic  evils  inherent  in  our 
society.  And  please  continue  to  link  our  strug¬ 
gles  to  those  of  other  oppressed  people, 
including  working  men  and  womoi. 

GCN  simply  must  continue  to  publish.  We 
are  proud  to  make  a  fmancial  contribution  to 
support  Gay  Comnuuuty  News. 

In  soUdarity, 
Les  EvCTett 
Bob  Schwartz 
Co-chairs  MCATAThicago 
Chicago,  IL 

Can’t  gut  something 
with  no  guts 

DearGCAf: 

I  was  distressed  to  see  GCN  being  used  by 
the  forces  of  conservatism  in  the  gay  commu¬ 
nity  in  their  efforts  to  promote  their  political 
leader.  Gov.  Weld,  at  the  expense  of  gay  and 
lesbian  youth.  Your  December  22  story, 
“Mass  Youth  Advisory  BUI  Gutted,”  plays 
into  the  hands  of  the  conservatives  in  sev^al 
ways.  First,  you  can’t  gut  something  that  has 
not  guts  to  begin  with.  House  bUl  3238  would 
only  set  up  an  advisory  board  to  the  Secretary 
of  Human  Services  on  gay  youth  suicide  and 
other  issues. 

This  bill  provides  nothing  that  will  save 
even  one  gay  or  lesbian  youth’s  life.  The 
Governor  does  not  need  a  law  in  order  to  take 
advice  from  anyone.  If  the  Governor  really 
cared  about  gay  youth  suicide,  he  would  have 
created  the  advisory  board  months  ago  and  he 
could  be  now  implementing  their  recommen¬ 
dation,  including  funding  for  services  in  his 
budget  request.  Instead,  the  Coalition  for 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Civil  Rights,  one  front 
group  for  Weld,  urges  on  a  bogus,  urmeces- 
sary  bill  for  their  seU-serving  reasons  while 
the  best  interests  of  gay  and  lesbian  youth  arc 
held  hostage  to  playing  poDtics. 

Here  is  the  political  timing  I  predict:  The 
Coahtion  went  out  of  their  way  to  insult  key 
leaders  in  the  legislature  and  to  make  the  bill 
appear  to  be  a  partisan  grtklge  match  (which  it 
was  not)  in  order  to  ensure  that  it  would  not 
pass  (which  it  did  not).  This  then  gives  Gov. 
Weld  the  opportunity  to  grandstand  in  doing 
what  he  could  have  done  aU  along — create  the 
board  by  executive  order.  And  after  making 
appointments  to  the  board,  if  by  some  chance 
they  recommend  something  so  radical  as 
spending  state  money  on  this  issue,  the  timing 
of  the  report  wDl  be  such  as  to  conveniently 
miss  being  in  the  budget  which  the  Goventor 
must  submit  in  February — ensuring  no  funds 
for  at  least  a  year  and  a  half.  By  then  there 


would  be  other  distractions  and  we  would 
have  forgotten  (they  hope)  about  gay  youth 
suicide  as  an  issue.  (Remember  the 
Coalition’s  fad  issue  of  the  year  last 
year — gay  marriage — for  which  diey  collect¬ 
ed  thousands  of  petitions  signatures  for  a  bUl 
they  never  filed!) 

All  the  CoaUtion  sound  and  fury  serves 
another  purpose  for  the  conservatives — it 
distracts  progressives  from  real  issues. 
Where,  just  to  cite  just  one  example,  is  the 
outrage  at  the  destruction  of  the  Mass. 
Commission  Against  Discrimination 
(MCAD).  The  backlog  of  cases  continues  to 
grow  to  the  point  of  rendering  the  commis¬ 
sion  useless.  Hundreds  of  cases  are  so  old 
they  are  disposed  of  without  findings  or  even 
investigatiem.  There  is  UtDe  defense  left  for 
people  of  color,  women,  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians  who  are  victims  of  discrimination.  This 
privileged  elitist  administration  is  uncon¬ 
cerned. 

HopefuUy  progressive  forces  in  the  gay 
community  including  GCN  wDl  take  the  time 
to  better  learn  and  understand  the  poUtical 
process  and  the  practioners  so  as  not  to  be 
duped  by  anti-progressive  community 
manipulation  in  the  future. 

Sincerely, 
Erik  Andersen 
Boston,  Mass. 

Looking  forward  to 
more  from  Diaz 

Dear 

I  was  very  happy  to  see  your  article 
‘Telling  Fortune:  A  Media  Watch  Rqxxrt” 
by  Kathryn  E.  Diaz  in  issue  Vol.  19,  No.  22. 
The  article  exempUfies  the  progressive  poli¬ 
tics  that  I  like  in  GCN.  Some  would  be  so 
thrilled  that  Fortune  had  a  covct  on  gays  in 
corporate  America  that  they  would  ignore  all 
the  reactionary  elements  of  the  story. 

I’m  glad  that  Diaz  pointed  out  the 
hypocrisy  of  a  white  [gay]  male  saying,  "We 
don’t  ne^  affirmative  action."  It’s  good  to 
see  some  support  for  affirmative  action  in 
these  conservative  times. 

Also,  the  statemoit  “I’ve  been  exposed  to 
normal  people — people  with  ambition,  not 
people  in  bars”  by  the  Chicago  advertising 
pailner  should  be  the  anti-gay  quote  of  the 
week. 

I  hope  vwy  much  that  Diaz  continues  her 
work  and  writes  about  the  things  she  sug¬ 
gested  she  is  planning  to  do  in  the  future.  I’m 
looking  forward  to  it 

And  as  a  kind  of  P.S.  I  siq)port  MitcheD 
Halberstadt’s  “Queer  Proposals?”  [letter  in 
the  same  issue].  Everyone  should  be  free  to 
speak  and  be  heard.  Guaranteeing  that  one 
person’s  speech  offoid  no  one  is  not  possi¬ 
ble.  (^ueer  Nation/San  Francisco  should  be 
sensitive  to  the  rights  of  minorities  givoi  its 
vantage  point  and  that  should  include  minor¬ 
ity  (not  just  racial/ethnic)  voices  in  its  own 
organization.  This  however  does  not  mean 
that  racist,  sexist,  etc.  statements  are  okay  or 
that  they  should  not  be  confronted. 

A.  Austin 
SomervUle,  Mass. 

Spread  the  word 

Deal  GCN:  lil 

I  just  received  my  Nov.  3-9  issue  of  GCN 
and  felt  that  I  had  to  respond  to  a  short  story 
written  by  Rebecca  Lavine.  On  the  front 
cover  of  this  issue  she  wrote  a  short  intro¬ 
duction  to  the  9th  Annual  Prisoner  Poetry 
and  Art  Supplement  which  I  found  very 
moving. 

I  myself  am  serving  a  three-year  prison 
term  in  California,  something  which  I  felt  I 
would  never  be  subjected  to  in  my  lifetime.  I 
have  seen  and  felt  the  horrible  injustice 
behind  bars.  Before  my  incarceration  I  held 
the  strong  belief  that  all  people  who  were 
salt  to  prison  deserved  to  stay  there.  I  had  no 
compassion  for  their  plight  and  I  saw  noth¬ 
ing  of  the  diverse  reasons  and  motivations 
that  have  caused  us  to  rebel  against  society. 
Now,  after  serving  the  past  15  and  a  half 
months  with  just  two  and  a  half  more  months 
to  go,  I  have  never  felt  so  alone  or  aban¬ 
doned  by  my  community  and  a  time  when  I 
need  the  support  and  care  of  my  peers. 

Being  an  open  homosexual  in  prison  is 
quite  a  chaUenge.  We  are  subjected  to  ctm- 
stant  discrimination  and  harassment  not  only 
the  fellow  inmates  but  also  from  much  of  the 
staff.  Our  individuality  is  stripped  from  us.  I 
myself  have  been  told  such  things  as  I  am 
not  to  have  any  visitors  in  my  bed  area  at  any 
time  (1  live  in  a  dorm  setting,  where  people 
visit  one  another  constandy)  to  “you  are  a 
confused,  sick  individual  and  need  help” 
from  the  staff.  1  have  been  denied  access  to 
any  form  of  cosmetics.  I’ve  been  told  I’m  in 
a  man’s  prison  and  I  am  to  live  my  life  as  a 
man.  I  have  never  had  to  live  my  life  under 
such  condidons  before. 


But  the  thing  that  I  think  is  most  appalling 
is  how  Cahfomia  has  a  famfly  visiting  pro¬ 
gram,  whereby  you  may  have  a  “private”  48- 
hour  visit  in  an  “apartment”  on  prison 
grounds  with  your  wife,  parents,  grandpar¬ 
ents,  siblings,  or  children,  and  yet  as  a  homo¬ 
sexual  I  am  denied  the  same  privilege  with 
my  long-term  love  of  the  past  four  years. 
This  denial  has  caused  undue  stress  on  our 
relationship.  California  has  made  legal  con¬ 
jugal  visits  betweoi  married  couples  yet  they 
deny  it  for  homosexuals  and  tell  us  that  sex 
in  prison  is  also  Ulegal.  Are  we  not  human? 
Why  are  we  treated  any  differait  than  any 
oDier  inmate? 

In  this  day  and  age  it  is  indeed  reassuring 
to  know  that  people  such  as  Ms.  Lavine  exist 
and  are  aware  of  the  pressures  and  needs  of 
our  conununity  behind  bars.  I  would  like  to 
Diank  Ms.  Lavine  for  her  voy  enUghtening 
introduction  and  hope  that  it  helps  spread  the 
word  to  our  community  on  the  streets  that 
we  need  your  help. 

I  would  also  l^e  to  express  my  thanks  to 
Mr.  Mike  Riegle,  who  has  apparently  retired 
from  your  staff  as  the  Prisoner  Project 
Coordinator.  May  God  go  with  him  wherever 
he  goes.  It  is  due  to  people  Uke  him  who 
have  made  these  last  months  bearable  for 
many  of  us. 

And  in  closing  I  would  just  like  to  thank 
all  the  staff  at  GCN  for  helping  to  keep  aD  of 
us  informed,  especially  those  of  us  behind 
bars,  as  to  what  is  happening  in  the  gay  com¬ 
munity.  I  look  forwaid  to  being  able  to  sup¬ 
port  you  in  the  months  ahead.  God  bless  you 
aU. 

I  would  appreciate  hearing  from  any  of 
you. 

S.  Brown  E-64731 
250-2-61L 
POBox9 
Avoial,  CA  93204 

A  long-term  frien- 
ship  ends 

Dean  GCN: 

This  week  I  received  my  last  issue  of 
GCN.  Over  the  past  few  months,  I  have 
watched  the  countdown  of  “issues  left”  on 
my  mailing  label  with  sadness  and  some 
anxiety.  I’ve  consciously  ignored  your 
requests  for  me  to  renew  my  subscription 
with  the  kind  of  ambivalent  resignation  I 
usually  feel  when  in  a  long-term  frioidship 
that  is  ending. 

I  have  subscribed  to  GCN  since  I  first 
moved  to  the  Midwest  in  1981.  It  was 
through  GCN  that  I  keep  in  touch  with  the 
doings  on  the  east  coast  and  grew  to  feel  like 
I  was  part  of  a  national  movement.  It  was 
also  through  GCN  that  I  first  read  about 
AIDS,  the  lesbian  “sex  wars,”  and  NAM- 
BLA.  Over  the  years,  GCN  has  had  many 
fine  staff  writers  and  contributors,  such  as 
Michael  Bronski,  Urvashi  Vaid,  Sue  Hyde, 
Cindy  Patton,  Bob  Andrews,  Amy  Hoffinan, 
Laurie  Sherman,  etc.,  who  have  gone  on  to 
contribute  to  our  communities  in  immeasur¬ 
able  ways.  My  files  are  fuU  with  the  clip¬ 
pings  of  their  articles,  and  I  am  grateful  that  I 
had  the  oi^xxrtunity  to  first  “meet”  than  on 
the  pages  of  GCN. 

HowevCT,  times  have  changed  and  GCN  is 
no  longa  like  it  was.  Ova  the  past  few  years 
I  have  gotten  increasingly  annoyed  at  the 
way  GCN  covers  and  doesn’t  cova  issues 
vital  to  out  communities.  Some  examples: 

1)  GCN  seems  to  have  gotten  into  the 
habit  of  covoing  protests  about  issues  and 
not  the  issues  thonselves.  I  am  tired  of  read¬ 
ing  articles  about  how  a  particular  protest 
was  organized  and  the  conflicts  witl^  the 
organizing  collective  and  hardly  learn  any¬ 
thing  about  the  issue  itself. 

2)  The  amount  of  national  news  GCN  cov¬ 
ers  has  deaeased  significantly.  I  understand 
that  the  paper  doesn’t  have  many  staff 
reporters,  but  I  do  know  that  you  receive 
other  gay  and  lesbian  newspapers  from 
around  the  country.  It  doesn’t  take  much  to 
pick  up  something  from  anotha  p>aper  and 
foUow  up  on  it  There  have  been  a  numba 
of  very  important  stories  that  have  not  been 
adequately  covered  by  you. 

3)  While  I’ve  been  increasingly  unsatis¬ 
fied  with  GCN  for  some  time,  the  proverbial 
last  straw  was  Carrie  Wofford’s  inaccurate 
and  insulting  obituary  of  Miiuieapolis  City 
Council  Vice-President  Brian  Coyle  who 
died  of  compDcations  due  to  HIV  infection 
in  August  1991.  Brian  was  one  of  the  hand¬ 
ful  of  openly  gay  officials  elected  in  the 
early  1980s.  He  served  our  community  and 
the  city  of  Minneapolis  for  ova  seven  years 
spearheading,  among  other  things, 
Minneapolis’s  passage  of  a  domestic  partna- 
ship  ordinance.  While  holding  the  second 
most  powerful  position  in  city  politics,  Brian 
bravely  disclos^  his  HIV  status  to  his  con- 
stitueiUs  last  spring  and  made  himself  avaU- 
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able  to  educate  his  colleagues  and  the  public 
about  AIDS.  Brian  was  also  behind  the  call 
for  the  third  National  March  on  Washington 
scheduled  for  Spring  1993. 

Given  who  Brian  Coyle  was  and  what  he 
meant  both  to  us  in  Minneapolis  and  the 
national  movement,  GCN's  obituary 
smacked  not  only  of  the  worst  regionalism, 
but  also  of  shotty  iqwiting.  Given  its  inac- 
cuaracies,  I  began  to  question  the  accuracy 
of  other  recent  articles  that  have  appeared  in 
GCN.  If  I  can't  trust  your  accuracy,  I  can’t 
and  wcm't  trust  your  rqxxting. 

I  know  you  have  received  a  number  of 
other  letters  about  your  coverage  of  Brian's 
deadi,  yet  I  have  <mly  seen  one  appear  in  the 
paper.  Given  the  large  number  of  lettos  that 
have  recently  been  printed  about  transsexu¬ 
als  at  Michigan,  I  think  that  one  more  letter 
about  this  topic  could  be  printed,  evoi  if  it  is 
uncomfcHtable  for  you. 

In  keeping  with  my  ambivalence,  I  have 
enclosed  a  small  contribution  to  help  with 
your  financial  crisis.  My  hope  is  that  GCN 
continues,  although  without  me.  In  the 
meantime,  I  will  get  my  news  locally — in  the 
place  vriiere  women  are  strong,  the  men  are 
pretty,  the  gay  and  lesbian  rights  are  above 
average,  and  we  have  three  local  gay  news¬ 
papers. 

Beth  Zemsky 
Minnetqxtlis,  Miim. 

Take  some  risks 

Dear  GCN: 

GCN's  financial  woes  are  due  to  a  general 
decline  in  print  media  readership,  a  world¬ 
wide  economic  recesrion,  an  ovoall  shift  to 
the  political  right,  and  an  unwillingness  to 
take  risks.  GCN’s  Boston  competition.  Bay 
Windows,  often  criticized  by  me  and  othos 
for  playing  a  well-decorated  game  of  qrisco- 
pal  charades,  has  scooped  GCN  on  the  cen¬ 
tral  AIDS  story  of  the  decade,  ultimately 
playing  safe  by  taking  a  small  risk. 

'The  risk  involved  running  a  few  stories 
and  an  op-ed  about  breaking  stories  around 
the  "killer  virus”  etiology  theory  of  AIDS. 
Recent  research  results  &om  scioitists  at  the 
University  of  British  Columbia,  the  Aaron 
Diamond  Institute  in  New  York,  the  Pasteur 
Institute  in  Paris,  and  the  University  of 
California  at  Berkeley  have  thrown  soious 
doubt  on  the  “killer  virus”  theory  once  again. 
Laboratory  studies  have  reveded  animals 
who  test  positive  for  HIV  antibodies  who  are 
not  HIV  infected.  Vaccine  research  has 
revealed  five — pohaps  tot — strains  of  HIV, 
none  of  them  pathogenic  by  themselves. 
Nature  magazine  has  revived  intoest  in  Prof. 
Peter  Duesberg's  theory  that  AIDS  is  not 
caused  by  HIV;  the  PWA  Newsline  ran  a 
groundbreaking  interview  for  December 
with  Josqrh  Sonnabend,  MD,  who  has  long 
favOTcd  a  multifactorial  etiology  model. 

If  the  “killer  virus”  theory  is  wrong, 
antiretroviral  research  and  the  drugs  it  has 
produced  are  an  “ediical  nightmare”  as  Biee 
Scott-Haitland  of  the  PWA  Newsline  put  it. 

Don’t  let  Bay  Windows  beat  GCN  to  the 
stray  of  the  decade!! 

Steve  Rose 
Boston,  Mass. 

Thravesty  in  Michigan 

Dear  GCN: 

My  name  is  Mr.  Floyd  Jackson  #182930 
and  I’m  currently  incarcerated  in  the  Charles 
E.  Egeler  Correctional  Facility  in  Jackson, 
Michigan. 

On  October  29, 1991 1  was  told  by  Dqxity 
Warden  Bradford  of  the  Muskegon 
Craiectiraial  Facility  in  Muskegon,  Michigan 
that  all  homosexuals  had  to  be  transferred 
out  to  other  prisons  across  the  state. 
However,  diis  is  not  true.  On  April  19, 1991, 
Mr.  Robert  Brown  Jr.,  the  Director  of  the 
Departments  of  Crarections  at  that  time  in 
the  state  of  Michigan,  issued  a  Director’s 
office  memorandum  diat  states  in  part  that  all 
homosexuals  will  be  given  a  Security 
Classification  hearing  prior  to  being  trans¬ 
ferred.  But  I  was  not  given  this  hearing. 
Furthermore  only  the  black  homosexuals 
were  transferred  out  of  Musk^rai  and  all  the 
Mriiite  ones  were  left  there.  My  last  homosex¬ 
ual  “misconduct”  was  April  11,  1991,  eight 
days  befrae  this  memorandum  was  issued. 

Deputy  Bradfraxl  was  aware  of  this  memo¬ 
randum  at  the  time  he  incorrectly  told  me  all 
homosexuals  had  to  leave  Muskegon 
because  they  can  not  be  double  bunked.  I 
contend  that  the  administration  totally 
ignored  PD-BCF- 34.01  and  the  memraan- 
dum  which  is  a  change  in  that  policy.  I  fur¬ 
ther  contend  that  I  wasn’t  afforded  Due 
Process  of  Law  which  the  Fourteenth 
Amendment  of  the  United  States  guarantees 
me.  Lastly  I  was  discriminated  against 
because  I  am  a  black  homosexual  and  not  a 
while  one. 


My  mother  is  81  years  old  and  she  lives  in 
Muskegon  Heights,  Michigan  as  I  did  when  I 
was  free.  She  cannot  travel  all  the  way  to 
Jackson  to  visit  me.  When  I  was  in 
Muskegon  Correctional  Facility  she  was  able 
to  visit  me  two  or  three  times  a  month.  But 
now  considering  her  age  and  how  far  away  I 
am  I  fear  I’ll  never  see  her  again.  She  is  sick¬ 
ly  and  may  not  be  around  in  a  year  or  two. 

I’m  asking  you  to  help  me.  If  you  could 
call  or  send  a  letter  to  Director  Kenneth 
McGinnis,  Dept  of  Corrections,  Grandview 
Plaza,  PO  Box  30003,  Lansing,  MI  48909, 
who  took  Robert  Brown  Jr.’s  position,  and 
try  to  get  him  to  order  my  transfer  back  to 
the  Muskegon  Correction  Facility  you  would 
be  doing  my  mother  and  myself  a  great  jus¬ 
tice  and  I’U  never  forget  it  I  promise  you 
that. 

Floyd  Jackson,  #182930 
PO  Box  8000 
Jackson,  MI  49204 

Planning  a  historic 
march 

Dear  GCN: 

I  will  like  to  respond  to  some  issues  raised 
in  a  past  article  in  GCN  about  the  New 
England  Regional  meeting: 

The  first  New  England  Regional  Meeting 
for  the  National  March  on  Washington  in 
1993  was  held  in  Boston,  Mass,  this  past 
Decranber  7, 1991.  This  meeting  was  held  in 
the  spirit  of  moving  the  plarming  of  the 
March  forward.  Brother  D^ck  Livingston 
was  given  the  task  of  organizing  the  New 
England  area  weeks  before  this  meeting, 
since  the  previous  New  England 
Representative  on  the  interim  comminee  had 
resigned.  Taking  this  into  consideration  I  will 
like  to  commend  Brother  Dorick  for  a  job 
well  done.  He  tried  to  do  as  much  outreach 
as  possible  with  what  little  time  and 
resources  he  was  givrai,  and  Brother  you  did 
us  proud! 

The  election  of  representatives  to  the 
national  steering  committee  of  the  March 
was  done  in  this  same  spirit,  that  is:  moving 
the  planning  of  the  March  forward!  To  be 
fair  to  those  that  were  not  able  to  come,  due 
to  the  short  notice  of  the  meeting,  and 
because  we  felt  that  mote  states  and  organi- 
zatirais  needed  to  be  there  we  left  two  seats 
oprai  and  to  be  fair  to  those  that  were  able  to 
come  in  spite  of  the  short  notice,  we  filled 
two  seats.  The  two  permanent  seats  were 
also  filled  in  the  ^irit  of  continuity,  so  that 
we,  in  the  New  England  Region,  are  there 
from  the  start.  The  two  pramanrait  rqrresrat- 
tatives  are  two  people  of  color  from 
Cormecticut  and  Rhode  Island,  two  states 
which  are  oftrai  undrarqnesented  in  national 
mobilizations.  Ihat  seemed  fair  to  all!  While 
there  was  some  talk  during  the  planning 
stages  of  holding  the  March  in  1992,  due  to 
the  progressive  leadership  of  lesbian  and  gay 
people  of  color  who  will  be  organizing  in  the 
frontlines  of  all  the  anti-Columbus  activities 
going  on  in  1992,  it  was  pushed  up  to  1993. 
It  was  generally  felt  that  since  die  march  was 
such  a  Iraig  way  away,  interest  in  organizing 
it  will  not  show  until  later.  The  March  in 
1987  taught  those  of  us  who  were  there  in 
the  early  planning  stages  that  activists  tend 
to  wait  until  the  date  of  the  March  gets  a  lit¬ 
tle  closer.  However,  that  should  not  stop 
those  that  want  to  organize  now  firom  plan¬ 
ning  this  historic  march  for  lesbian  and  gay 
rights. 

While  there  was  some  discussion  at  this 
meeting  about  “right  wing  groups”  none  of 
the  rqiresentatives  who  were  seated,  not  the 
two  pramanent  ones  nor  the  two  temporary 
ones,  ever  talked  about  the  exclusion  of  these 
groups  fiom  marching.  The  discussion  cen¬ 
tered  around  the  positions  that  the  March 
should  take  on  issues  such  as:  racism,  sex¬ 
ism,  women’s  choice,  imperialism,  mili¬ 
tarism,  etc. 

We  hope  to  see  a  better  turn  out  at  our 
next  New  England  Regional  meeting  sched¬ 
uled  for  Feb.  8,  1992  in  Sprmgfield,  Mass. 
We  would  like  to  be  a  very  iiKlusive  com¬ 
mittee,  representative  of  all!  We  hope  to 
once  again  represrait  our  region  as  proudly  as 
it  was  represented  in  1987,  at  the  next 
National  meeting  in  Los  Angeles. 

In  the  spirit  of  Stonewall, 
Elizabeth  (Lizz)  Toledo 
Hutford,  Coim. 

Galst  is  “one  of  the 
best” 

Dear  GCN: 

It  is  a  feeling  of  great  disappointment  that 
compels  me  to  respond  to  Chuck  Dodson’s 
■ttar.lf  on  Liz  Galst’s  article  on  HIV,  safer  sex 
and  surviving  childhood  sexual  abuse.  As 
Galst  has  written  earlier  (see  GCN,  July  30- 
Aug.  5  1989),  rabid,  thoughtless  and  con¬ 
fused  diatril^  such  as  Dodson’s  greatly 


impede  any  attempts  to  find  common  ground 
between  survivors  of  sexual  abuse  and  inter- 
generational  sex  advocates. 

As  a  21-year  old  gay  man,  I  know  firan 
my  own  lived  experience  that  it  is  important 
to  fight  for  the  sexual  rights  of  gay  youth. 
While  I  consider  myself  a  strong  advocate  of 
consensual  sex  for  young  people,  I  also 
believe  the  attonpts  of  many  intergenera- 
tional  sex  advocates  to  squelch  the  testi¬ 
monies  of  survivors  of  abuse  to  be  utterly 
destructive. 

Dodson’s  “theoretical”  arguments  about 
ageism  are  too  convoluted  for  me  to  attempt 
to  tmravel  than  here.  He  fails  to  recognize 
that  while  “age”  is  socially  and  culturally 
constructed,  that  construct  is  rooted  in  mate¬ 
rial  realties.  While  it  would  be  nice  if  our 
sexualities  could  develop  outside  of  oppres¬ 
sive  societal  conditions,  we  can’t  just  snap 
our  fingers  and  expect  that  to  happen. 

My  point  is  that  the  terrain  of  age  and  sex¬ 
uality  is  one  that  is  rife  with  contradictions 
that  must  be  recognized.  I  believe  that  Galst 
recognizes  this  complexity;  unfortunately, 
Dodson  seems  to  live  in  some  surreal  fantasy 
world.  In  the  face  of  such  defensiveness, 
Galst  serans  to  be  willing  to  work  towards 
some  sort  of  common  ground.  As  far  as  I’m 
concerned,  this  is  crucial. 

I  found  Galst’s  article  to  be  a  powerful  and 
informative  piece  of  writing  on  a  subject  that 
too  oftrai  remains  hidden.  As  she  notes,  some 
of  the  feelings  described  by  men  she  inter¬ 
viewed  may  also  be  experienced  by  some 
non-survivors  as  well,  for  other  reasons. 
Although  I  am  not  a  survivor,  I  felt  some 
degree  of  understanding  as  I  read  the  mrai’s 
accounts — for  me,  trying  to  develop  self 
esteran  and  attempting  to  assert  some  degree 
of  sexual  agency  in  the  area  of  safer  sex  and 
my  in  sexuality  in  general  has  been  a  strug¬ 
gle. 

In  my  opinion,  Liz  Galst  is  one  of  the  best 
writers  to  appear  on  the  pages  of  GCN;  I 
hope  that  she  will  not  be  deterred  by  the 
likes  of  Dodson.  GCN  is  to  be  commended 
for  running  hra  article. 

In  solidarity, 
Shawn  Syms 
Toronto,  ON 

Terrific  community 
resource 

Dear  GCN: 

We  are  writing  to  tell  the  community 
about  what  we  consider  to  be  simply  the  best 
cultural  resource  we  have  found  for  our  chil¬ 
dren,  namely  the  story  hour  for  children  of 
lesbians  and  gay  men  run  monthly  with  sup¬ 
port  of  the  Fenway  Community  Health 
Craiter.  We  do  not  woric  for  the  Fenway  or 
have  any  other  vested  interest  except  to  urge 
othra  paraits  to  attraid. 

The  children  have  the  opportunity  to  be 
with  othra  gay  and  lesbian  families  on  a  reg¬ 
ular  basis,  which  is  wonderful  for  their  self¬ 
esteem  and  their  sense  of  community.  In 
addition,  the  story  hours  are,  like  so  many 
cultural  activities  run  by  lesbians  and  gay 
men,  simply  superior  to  anything  else.  They 
have  had  a  children’s  rap  done  by  Kate 
Rushin,  diey  wrae  taught  book  illustratirai  by 
Michael  Willhoite.  The  readers  arc  wonder¬ 
ful.  If  your  child  is  restless,  thrae  are  volun¬ 
teers  to  help  them  to  another  activity.  We 
think  so  highly  of  the  story  hour  that  one  of 
us  cancels  w(^  every  month  to  attend.  We 
hope  this  quality  program  will  receive  the 
support  fi’om  the  community  to  raisure  its 
survival  for  many  years. 

Sincerely, 
Diane  Krakower 
Miriam  Rosenberg 
(city  withheld) 

At  peace  with  him¬ 
self 

Dear  GCN: 

I  am  a  Black  40  year  old  “transsexual.”  I 
have  been  in  prison  for  approximately  12 
years.  My  complaint  is  very  simple:  for 
about  a  year  I  have  complained  to  the  staff 
here  at  Folsom  Prison  that  I  might  be  infect¬ 
ed  with  the  AIDS  virus.  In  so  many  words, 
they  told  me  to  get  out  of  their  offices  and 
leave  thran  alone  unless  I  had  something  to 
tell  them  (in  other  words,  be  a  snitch). 

I  went  to  a  lieutenant  by  the  name  of 
Wholewind  and  showed  him  where  I  was 
breaking  out  with  sores.  He  told  me  it  was 
nothing  except  “hives,”  due  to  my  nerves,  as 
he  put  it.  Three  days  later  I  wait  to  another 
lieutenant  by  the  name  of  Jimmy  Walker,  to 
whom  I  also  explained  my  problem.  He  stat¬ 
ed  that  he  would  get  me  in  to  see  the  doctor 
during  the  week.  In  the  meantime,  1  was 
given  a  job  in  the  satellite  kitchoi.  When  I 
explained  by  problem  to  my  supervisor  (God 
bl^  him),  he  heard  my  cry  and  allowed  me 
to  take  leave  until  I  could  get  my  problem 
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dealt  with. 

I  then  went  back  to  see  Lieutenant  Walker 
and  made  up  a  story  and  said  someone  was 
trying  to  kill  me.  This  made  him  liable  to 
protect  me,  giving  him  no  choice  but  to  lock 
me  up  in  Ad-seq.  When  I  was  in  Ad-seq,  my 
cell  partner  demanded  sexual  relations  wi^ 
me.  But  I  refused;  I  even  went  as  far  as 
telling  him  I  believed  I  had  the  virus.  He  said 
he  didn’t  care.  Anyway,  he  kept  pursuing  the 
issue  and  I  allowed  hiin  to  have  his  way  with 
me  and  he  did.  I  wrote  the  chief  deputy 
warder  a  lettra  and  explained  by  problem  to 
him.  I  also  wrote  the  associate  warden  of 
Ad-seq.  Between  the  two,  I  got  results  and 
was  finally  tested.  The  medical  departmoit 
came  and  got  me  and  placed  me  in  the  prison 
hospital,  whoe  1  am  right  now.  I  cried  many 
times,  but  no  one  listened.  Now  1  am  at 
peace  with  myself  because  I  know  where  I 
stand. 

Being  gay.  Black  and  afraid  has  nothing  to 
do  with  caring  for  another  human  being.  I 
feel  real  sorry  for  the  inmates  who  intimidat¬ 
ed  me  and  forced  me  into  sex.  All  I  can  say 
is,  you  took  what  you  wanted  fiom  me,  now 
you’ll  have  to  accept  what  you  have.  I 
encourage  anyone  who  might  even  think 
they  have  HIV  to  go  get  tested.  It  is  firec  and 
a  lot  of  lives  will  be  saved.  Now,  due  to  the 
prison  staff’s  unwillingness  to  help  me  when 
I  asked  for  help,  a  number  of  people  in  the 
prison  are  at  risk  because  I  had  sexual  inter¬ 
course  with  them  a  number  of  times.  I  would 
like  anyone  familiar  with  the  law  to  write  me 
and  tell  me  what  I  can  do  and  what  steps  I 
can  take  to  file  a  lawsuit  against  the 
Departmoit  of  Corrections.  I  can  be  reached 
at  die  following  address. 

Respectfully, 
Jeffery  Sutton  C01736 
POBox29FA-IF-015 
Repress,  CA  95671 

Fight  the  death 
penalty 

Dear  GCN: 

The  Dorchester  Women’s  Committee 
would  like  to  go  on  record  as  being  in  total 
and  unequivocal  opposition  to  the  reimposi¬ 
tion  of  the  death  penalty  in  Massachusetts. 

We  think  the  very  concqit  of  killing  some¬ 
one  to  prove  killing  is  wrong  is  illogical  and 
barbaric. 

We  stand  with  the  World  Council  of 
Churches,  Mass.  Citizens  Against  the  Death 
Penalty  and  other  progressive  and  humane 
thinking  organizations  and  individuals  in 
urging  the  citizens  of  the  Commonwealth 
and  the  country  to  oppose  the  use  of  the 
death  penalty  as  punishmoit  or  a  detoroiL 
We  do  not  believe  that  it  is  appropriate  in 
eithra  ctqiacity. 

Please  join  us  in  writing  your  senator  or 
representative  and  urge  them  to  vote  against 
the  reimposition  of  the  death  penalty  in 
Massachusetts. 

Peace  and  Justice, 
The  Dorchester  Women’s  Committee 
Dorchester,  Mass. 


aCN  EDITORIAL 
GUIDELINES 

The  "Community  Voices"  and 
"Speaking  Ouf  sections  in 
GCN  represent  part  of  our 
efforts  to  provide  a  true  forum 
for  the  community.  We 
encourage  you  to  send  your 
ideas,  feelings  and  comments 
to  us,  and  to  respond  to  ideas 
expressed  within  our  pages. 
We  welcome  all  contributions 
except  personal  attacks. 

Letters  and  "Speaking  Out" 
contributions  that  have 
appeared  in  other  publications 
previously  are  printed  only  as 
space  allows.  GCN  reserves 
the  right  to  edit  letters  and 
"Speaking  Our  contributions 
for  length  and  clarity,  in  con¬ 
sultation  with  the  author. 
Please  include  your  name, 
address,  and  daytime  phone 
number  with  your  letter  or  arti¬ 
cle  so  that  we  can  contact 
you  to  verifiy. 
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California  gay  men  aixl  lesbians  protested  Gov.  Wilson's  veto  of  AB101 


The  West  Wars 

Southern  California  takes  a  leadership  position  in  national 
gay  politics 


By  Doug  Sadownick 

When  California  OovOTior  Pete  Wilson  vetoed  the  state’s  gay  and  lesbian  rights 
bill,  AB  101,  on  Sept.  29,  he  did  the  queers  in  Southern  C^fomia  their  biggest 
favor.  Wilson  had  promised  to  sign  the  bill  that  would  have  prohibited  discrimi¬ 
nation  in  employment.  He  had  garnered  gay  and  lesbian  votes  during  his  election  campaign 
against  Diane  Feinstein  for  his  seemingly  pro-gay  stances.  Last  summer,  the  bill  had  been 
severely  watered  down  to  appease  conservative  Republicans  by  gay  lobbyists  who  had  beat 
promis^  a  victory  by  Wilson  aides  once  the  bill  made  it  out  of  the  state  legislature.  So  when 
Wilson  lamented  that  the  now  largely  symbolic  bill  “would  be  bad  for  state  business,”  gay 
people  throughout  the  state  felt  a  mocking  betrayal  as  they  neva"  had  before.  Queers  in 
Sacramento,  San  Francisco  and  San  Diego  fum^.  But  it  was  in  Los  Angeles  in  which  gay  life 
was  transformed  from  apathy  into  unpiecedoited  defiance  and  rage.  It  was  in  Los  Angeles 
where  quews  led  and  shaped  what  some  call  a  “post-veto  movement,”  others  tarn  “Stonewall 
n”  and  still  others  analogize  as  a  “Queer  Watts.” 

Whatever  you  wanted  to  call  the  phenomenon,  a  movement  was  bom —  replete  with  new 
attitudes,  leaders,  agendas,  infighting,  and  (so  unusual  in  L.A.)  a  new  culture  of  street  life  and 
street  protest.  In  the  first  week  afta  the  veto,  nearly  20,000  men  and  women  took  to  neon-lit 
boulevards  of  West  Hollywood,  one  of  the  more  mainstream  centers  of  gay  life  in  L.A.  Many 
brandished  “FUCK  Wilson,”  and  “WILSON  is  a  LIAR”  signs  and  placards.  There  were  the¬ 
atrical  gestures  of  pent-up  rage,  indications  of  a  community  looking  for  an  excuse  to  rise  up 
after  a  decade  of  AIDS,  queer  bashing  and  right-wing  lunatic  propositions.  Gay  Republicans 
made  some  public  displays  of  changing  their  party  affiliations,  gay  lawyras,  doctors,  film 
execs  and  pioliticians  (soon  dubbed  “the  suits”)  demonstrated  alongside  activists  from  Qucct 
Nation  and  ACT  UP.  ACT  UP,  long  r^udiat^  in  a  city  of  rich  and  semi-closeted  donors 
(known  as  “checkbook  activists”),  acquired  belated  respect,  and  became  one  of  the  leading 
forces  of  the  post-veto  movement. 

Indeed,  for  the  first  time  in  L.A.,  direct  action  became  a  mainstream  strategy.  New  groups, 
such  as  League  America,  ballooned  with  members  ready  to  dog  Wilson  whenever  he  dared 
show  his  face  in  Southern  California.  These  new  upistarts  kept  their  promises.  They  even 
found  themselves  at  their  first  arrests  when  Wilson  appeared  at  UCLA,  Century  Plaza  Hotel, 
Simi  Valley,  Sacramento  and  a  dozen  other  places.  Marches  acquired  a  leaderless  quality; 
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Ten  provocative 
questions  for  the 
New  Year 


By  Arawn  EIbhIyn 

What  do  you  say  about  a  year  that  began  with  a  war  in  the  Pmian  Gulf,  continued 
with  the  confirmation  of  Clarence  Thomas  and  the  acquittal  of  William  Kermedy 
Smith,  saw  California  Gov.  Pete  Wilson  veto  AB  101,  and  ended  with  David 
Duke  aimouncing  he’d  run  for  president?  Well,  if  you’re  a  right-winger,  I  guess  you’d  say  it 
was  a  pretty  good  year.  But  in  my  mind,  the  most  fitting  comment  on  1991  was  Roseanne 
Arnold’s  rendition  of  the  Star  Spangled  Banner. 

1991  often  seemed  just  as  incomprehensible  in  the  lesbian  and  gay  ctunmunity.  It  was  a 
year  in  which  fighting  among  ourselves  sometimes  seemed  mwe  important  than  fighting 
AIDS  or  any  number  of  other  important  issues. 

As  I  look  back  over  the  year,  what  strikes  me  are  the  number  of  “rKMi-debates”  we  hadj 
More  often  than  not,  real  issues  fueled  the  frustration  we  expressed  as  rage  against  each  other. 
But  where  were  the  forums  for  debate?  Mostly,  we  staked  out  positions  and  lobbed  expletives 
over  barricades — less  arxl  less  interested  in  listening  but  getting  madder  at  each  other. 

Rather  than  come  up  with  my  own  “Year  in  Review,”  I  asked  several  friends  what  issues 
they  would  like  to  see  debated  in  1992.  Here  are  a  few  provocative  questions. 

1.  What’s  so  bad  about  being  a  “social  activist?”  Can  we  uckle  the  needs  of  our  community 
today  and  develop  a  vision  for  tomonow  at  the  same  time? 

2.  Is  our  definition  of  “community"  as  dated  as  the  Village  People!  Is  “community"  about 
who  you  sleep  with  or  the  politics  you  fi^t  for?  Do  “queer  identity”  aitd  the  struggle  over 
bisexuality  strengthen  our  movement  or  rip  us  off? 

3.  Whose  hypothalamus  is  bigger  and  does  it  matter?  Is  sexuality  a  choice  or  is  it  genetic? 
Does  the  “don’t-oppress-me-I-can’t-hetp-it-l-was-boni-this-way”  line  help  us  or  hurt  us? 

4.  From  the  deep  influence  feminism  had  on  the  post-Stonewall  lesbian  and  gay  movement, 
why  are  so  many  in  our  community  now  rejecting  it?  Can  we  really  fight  for  gay  aitd  lesbian 
liberation  without  it? 

S.  Is  the  debate  over  “Man/Boy  Love"  about  marginalizing  an  unpopular  sector  of  our  com- 

Continued  on  page  7 

4  •  JANUARY  12-18,  1992  •  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 


Highlights  for  gay,  lesbian  &  bisexual  Jews  and  our  allies 


By  Jyl  Lynn  F*lnuin 

Traditionally,  the  Jewish  year  begins  in  Sqjtember  with  the  holiday  Rosh  Hashanah. 
The  Jewish  calendar  is  based  on  the  moon — lunar  cycle.  In  the  Hdjrew  mtmth  of 
Tishiri,  mid-Sqjtember  1991,  the  new  year  5752  began.  This  chronology  of  Jewish 
events  is  based  on  the  Jewish  calendar  and  thus  covas  the  year  5751  which  began  in  mid- 
Septonber  1990  and  ended  in  mid-Sq)tember  1991.  The  list  also  includes  events  under  the 
Anglocentric  solar  caloidar  that  aided  Dec.  31. 


Conference* 

The  12th  International  Worid  Congress  of  Gay/Lesbian  Jews  met  in  San  Francisco  in  May. 
Over  500  participant  attended  from  Canada,  England,  France,  Germany,  Hungary,  Israel,  the 
Netherlands,  the  Republic  of  Russia,  Sweden  and  the  U.S.  Keynote  ^leaker  Paulette 
Goodman,  national  president  of  Parents  and  Frioids  of  Lesbians  and  Gays  (PFLAG),  spoke 
about  her  childhood  under  Nazi  occupation  in  France  and  the  coimections  between  anti- 
Sanitism,  homophobia  and  other  oppressions.  Rqxirts  were  givoi  from  Budapest,  Israel  and 
the  Republic  of  Russia. 

World  Congress  workshops  were  organized  into  four  tracks:  Arts  and  Ritual,  Family  and 
Health,  Organizational  Life  and  The  World  Around  Us.  Lesbian  Rabbi  Sharon  Kleinbaum, 
director  of  Congregational  relations  at  the  Reform  movement’s  Religious  Action  Center, 

^ke  Friday  night  at  the  opening  shabbat  service.  A  resolution  to  change  the  name  to  “The 
International  Conference  of  Lesbian,  Gay  and  Bisexual  Jews”  was  passed,  although  thoe 
were  a  number  of  votes  against  adding  “bisexual”  to  the  conference  title.  Issues  of  secular 
Jewish  identity  and  homophobia  in  the  Jewish  community  were  not  addressed  at  the  confer¬ 
ence.  A  majority  of  the  participants  were  men  and  the  focus  was  largely  on  white  Ashkenazi 
Jews.S^hardim  and  Mizrachim  were  not  included. 

In  November,  a  weekend  conference  called  “Carrying  It  On:  Organizing  Against  Anti- 
Semitism  and  Racism  for  Jewish  Activists  and  College  Students”  was  held  in  Philadelphia. 
Many  Jewish  lesbians  were  involved  in  organizing,  planning  and  producing  the  groundbreak¬ 
ing  event,  which  was  sponsored  by  the  New  Jewish  Agenda.  Lesbian  panelists  included: 
Evelyn  Torten  Beck  on  “Multiculturalism  in  the  University  and  Beywid:  How  Multi?  Whose 
Cultures?  And  Why?”;  Melanie  Kaye/Kantrowitz  on  “Race  and  Class”;  Jyl  Lynn  Febnan  on 
“Beyond  Ketaph  Aleph:  Growing  up  Jewish  in  the  Midwest”;  Irraia  Kelpfisz,  writer  and  exec¬ 
utive  director  of  the  New  Jewish  Agenda,  on  ’Text  and  Context:  Issues  shtqiing  Jewish  Identity.” 
Majorie  Hill,  African  American  director  of  New  York  City’s  Mayor’s  Office  for  the  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Community,  chaired  a  panel  on  “Racism — Views  from  Different  Communities.” 

Workshops  at  the  weekend  conference  included  Raising  Consciousness  and  Making 
Change:  Work  Against  Racism  as  Jews,  On  Being  Lesbian/Gay  and  Jewish,  Reclaiming 
Idaitity  and  Undoing  Assimilation,  and  Class:  The  Unspoken  Diffoaice. 

At  the  1991  Lesbian,  Gay  and  Bisexual  Studies  Conferaice,  held  last  Nov.  at  Rutgers 
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Things  could  be 
finer  in  N.  Carolina 


By  Mandy  Cartar 

In  July  1991,  the  North  Carolina  Soiate 
Vote  ’90  Political  Action  Committee 
filed  its  Termination  Report  with  the 
Federal  Elections  Commission.  Thus  was 
written  the  final  chapter  in  the  history-mak¬ 
ing  work  by  North  Carolina’s  lesbian  and 
gay  community  to  defeat  Jesse  Helms  in  his 
19^  U.S.  Senate  race  with  Black  candidate 
Harvey  Gantt.  Helms  narrowly  won  re-elec¬ 
tion  for  his  fourth  six-year  term  in  the  U.S. 
Senate. 

Two  weeks  ago,  we  got  word  that  Harvey 
Gantt  will  be  running  for  the  U.S.  Senate 
seat  again  in  1996.  The  North  Carolina 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Political  Action  Agenda  is 
looking  at  potential  roles  in  the  race,  depend¬ 
ing  on  whether  or  not  Helms  runs. 

Senate  Vole  ‘90  was  a  sutewide,  grass¬ 
roots,  broad-based  coalition  effort  that  raised 
$279,000,  had  300  volunteers  and  registoed 
nearly  10,000  voters.  Our  rfforts  attraaed 
statewide  and  national  media  attention  in 
both  the  gay/lesbian  and  straight  press. 

If  there  was  one  overriding  lesson  that  we 
learned,  it  is  the  impxirtance  of  lesbians  and 
gay  men  being  “out  in  the  streets”  and  “out 
in  the  voting  booth.”  Another  important  rev¬ 
elation  we  had  was  that  our  lesbian  and  gay  civil  rights  movement,  hoe  and  abroad,  is  going 
to  outlive  Jesse  Helms. 

In  SepL  1991,  the  North  Carolina  Lesbian  and  Gay  Political  Action  Agenda  was  formed  to 
carry  on  the  local  and  stale  political  work  that  Senate  Vote  ’90  initiated.  NC/LGPAA  has  an 
initial,  ambitious  five-year  campaign  that  includes;  the  1992  elections;  ’93  March  on 
Washington,  1st  North  Carolina  Suie  LesbianAHay  Political  Convention;  lobbying  the  North 
Carolina  General  Assembly;  Stonewall  25;  Gay  Games  IV;  getting  out  gay  men  and  lesbians 
to  run  for  public  office;  waking  for  passage  of  the  National  Lesbian  and  Gay  Civil  Rights 
Bill  (none  of  our  stale’s  Congressional  delegation  has  come  on  as  co-signers),  etc. 


Harvey  Gantt  will  be  running  for  the  U.S. 
Senate  seat  agaun  in  '96. 


January 

Jesse  Helms  went  into  the  102nd  session  of  Congress  with  a  vengeance.  His  favorite  targets 
are  once  again  the  NEA  funding  of  the  arts,  people  with  AIDS  and  all  lesbian  and  gay  civil 
rights  legislation. 

Reports  of  Helms’s  failing  health  receive  statewide  press  here  in  North  Carolina,  leading  to 
speculation  as  to  whether  he’ll  be  able  to  complete  his  six-year  terra.  He  is  up  for  re-election 
in  1996. 

"nic  Penian  Gulf  War  had  one  out  of  every  five  U.S.  troops  coming  from  North  Carolina 
mditary  bases.  Jesse  Helms  voted  for  U.S.  involvement,  while  Sen.  Terry  Sanford  (D-N.C) 
originally  voted  against.  The  issue  of  gay  men  and  lesbians  serving  in  the  military  was/is  a  hot 
topic  here. 

Stonewall  25/North  Carolina  Committee  formed  for  participation  in  Stonewall  25 
Celebration  and  Protest,  June  25-26, 1994  in  New  York  City. 

Team  North  Carolina  formed  for  Gay  Games  IV,  June  25-July  4, 1994  in  New  York  City. 
March 

North  Carolina  Senate  Vote  ’90  (ncked  up  a  1991  Cable  Car  Award  at  the  17th  annual  San 
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Gay  and  lesbian  Asian  Pacific  Islander  activists  protested  the  use  of  Miss  Saigon  as  a 
fundraiser  for  Lambda  Legal  Denfense  and  Education  Fund 

Fighting  Asian 
stereotypes 

By  Jun*  Chan 

his  year’s  summary  of  our  political  activity  in  the  gay  and  lesbian  community  must 
surely  include  the  turmoil  over  racist  portrayals  of  Asian  stereotypes  in  the  play  Miss 
Saigon,  and  condoning  of  them  by  some  in  the  gay  community  who  held  a  fundrais¬ 
er  with  the  play.  None  of  us  will  forget  the  heated  discussions,  the  awfiil  feeling  of  realizing 
that  many  in  our  own  community  do  not  want  to  hear  about  racist  oppression  and  even  worse, 
will  do  nothing  to  stop  it  from  perpetuating.  Unfortunately,  the  issue  divided  the  gay  commu¬ 
nity  along  class  and  racial  lines.  Rich  white  males  versus  everyone  else.  A  classic.  Although 
the  dispute  involved  one  organization  in  particular.  Lambda  Legal  Defense,  we  can  generalize 
the  issues  to  all  the  organizations  that  serve  the  gay  community. 

The  battles  occurred  in  New  York  and  San  Francisco,  but  were  publicized  extensively  in 
the  national  gay  press.  The  result  was  a  successful  series  of  protests  that  had  nationwide 
impacL  For  me,  it  was  an  invaluable  lesson  in  effective  coalition-building.  The  media  had 
alr^y  decided  it  was  an  issue  about  job  discrimination  against  Asians,  but  the  level  of  anger 
reflected  by  a  multitude  of  people  of  color  at  the  demonstrations  spoke  about  much  more  trou¬ 
bling  and  Aeeper  rooted  criticisms  of  sexist,  racist  and  classist  assumptions  represraited  by 
anothCT  Broadway  show. 

The  predominately  white  gay  organization  involved — Lambda — thought  it  had  to  appease 
an  Asian  community  foreign  from  themselves.  They  failed  to  realize  that  the  root  of  their 
problem  was  that  their  organization  held  a  viewpoint  that  there  were  no  Asian  gay  mot  and 
lesbians  and  that  what  we  believed  didn’t  matter  to  them.  For  the  multi-racial  condition  of 
Asian,  Native  American,  Black,  Latino  and  white  lesbians  and  gay  men,  it  was  an  opportunity 
to  take  an  active  stand  against  racism.  Simple  and  clear. 

The  outcome  of  all  this  effort  can’t  be  evaluated  until  the  changes  in  attitude  and  commit¬ 
ments  can  be  measured.  However,  the  coalition’s  efforts  revealed  the  hidd^i  values  of  all  the 
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Who  will  be  the  voice 
of  change  in  1 992? 

By  R«b«cca  Johnson 

he  ’90s  feel  like  dangerous  times.  Pohaps  I’m  feeing  the  effects  of  a  technically 
successful  war.  You  know,  the  bad  ideological  aftertaste  left  when  one  has  engaged 
in  highly  spiced,  fattening  rhetoric,  when  a  country  has  to  back  its  words  with  dan¬ 
gerous  deeds. 

Or  maybe  the  danger  is  closer  to  home.  Here  in  Massachusetts,  I  have  sat  through  a  couple 
of  events  for  rich  queers.  I  was  at  them  as  a  “community  guest."  Gov.  William  Weld  was 
loudly  and  repeatedly  toasted  for  being  the  frioid  of  queer  civil  rights.  He  was  somehow  our 
friend,  ally,  political  fellow-traveler.  But  many  of  the  women  in  my  life,  and  most  poor 
women  in  Massachusetts,  are  suffering  from  Weld’s  life-threatening  “libalarian”  policies.  In 
a  state  with  the  highest  unonployment  rate  in  the  country,  our  governor  is  giving  poor  people, 
sick  people,  children  and  the  elder  poor  a  “libertarian”  option:  work  or  be  cold,  hungry  and 
homeless.  If  10  percent  of  all  rich  people  are  queer,  then  at  least  10  percoit  of  all  queers  are 
poor  (probably  more,  since  at  least  half  of  us  are  women  and  the  majority  of  women  live  well 
below  the  male  median  income;  additionally,  some  percentage  of  us  are  under  18  or  over  65). 
Thanks  for  the  library. 

As  I  think  about  the  source  of  these  feelings  of  peril,  perhaps  it  is  the  near  future.  In  1992 
we  will  suffer  through  a  presidential  campaign  by  David  Duke.  Will  he  draw  big  primary 
campaign  votes  among  white  people?  Will  he  decide  to  run  as  an  indepraident  in  November? 
Will  we  discover  Duke’s  hooded  compatriots  among  our  straight  and  gay  friraids  and  acquain¬ 
tances? 

This  sense  of  threat  doesn’t  end  with  the  Dtike  campaign:  There  is  the  pending  official  cde- 
bration  of  Columbus’s  “discovery”  of  America;  the  huge  increase  in  the  number  of  women 
murdered  by  their  male  companions;  the  fact  that  Clarence  Thomas  will  be  on  the  Supreme 
Court  for  at  least  a  generation;  and  the  possibility  that  more  of  my  cousins  will  die  of  AIDS  in 
’92.  Don’t  get  me  wrong,  the  danger  I  feel  isn’t  only  the  fact  that  terrible  things  happrai  and 
power  resides  with  uiKariag  people  who  do  unjust  things. 

Here’s  what  has  me  frightened:  We  in  the  United  Sutes,  all  of  us — those  who  I  consider  my 
community,  my  sisters  and  brothers,  and  those  who  think  I  am  the  scum  of  the  earth — have 
got  to  figure  out  a  way  to  miv  about  survival.  I  don’t  mean  the  “you-lazy-bum-on-welfare- 
while-I’m-working-my-tail-off-and-losmg-my-job”  kind  of  survival.  I  mean  the  kind  whrae 
we  examine  oureelves  and  our  actions  and  try  to  discover  a  new  way  of  talking  about  what 
will  sustain  us. 

I  know  this  is  a  difficult  propositirai  because  we  can’t  do  this  with  any  effectivess  within 
the  progressive  community  of  activists.  So.  befcHe  I  foist  my  fears  and  desires  on  the  unsus¬ 
pecting  majority  of  my  fellow  citizens,  I  address  these  cranments  to  those  of  us  who  are  sup- 
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Did  the  government 
listen  to  ACT  UP  in 
’91  ?  Maybe. 

By  Ray  Schmidt 

ne  of  the  longest  standing  battles  of  AIDS  activists  has  been  the  Iraigth  of  time  it 
takes  to  get  a  promising  therapy  approved  by  the  Food  and  Drug  Administration 
(FDA).  In  1991 ,  we  have  seen  the  fet  real  commitment  from  the  FDA  to  speed  up 
this  process.  On  Nov.  13,  the  Council  on  Competitiveness,  chaired  by  Vice  President  Dan 
Quayle,  issued  a  number  of  proposals  for  FDA  reform.  These  propiosals  call  for  review  of  new 
drug  applications  by  organizations  outside  the  FDA;  approval  of  phase  I  trials  by  institutional 
review  boards  locally  at  hospitals  and  clinics,  without  FDA  review;  flexible  interpretation  of 
the  efficacy  standard  for  drugs  used  for  life-threatening  illnesses;  U.S.  recognition  of  foreign 
approvals;  and  increased  staffing  and  resources  for  improved  management  of  the  FDA. 

These  proptosals  have  not  yet  been  translated  into  FDA  policy,  but  FDA  Commissioner 
David  Kessler  is  actively  pursuing  this  issue.  Members  of  Congress  have  objected  to  some 
details  of  the  Council’s  report,  which  may  weaken  regulatory  power  over  pharmaceutical 
companies.  However,  since  the  FDA  has  been  under  fire  for  years  for  “protecting”  the  public 
from  potentially  life-saving  drugs,  there  is  a  lot  of  momentum  toward  FDA  reform.  In  the 
meantime,  expanded  access  programs  remain  an  important  stopgap  in  providing  needed  drugs 
before  FDA  approval. 

1992  could  be  the  year  in  which  the  political  disputes  are  resolved  and  faster  drug  approval 
becomes  a  reality.  Many  activists  hop)e  this  will  leil  to  greater  incentives  for  new  drug  devel¬ 
opment,  particularly  by  smaller  companies  that  have  previously  been  unable  to  meet  the  cost 
of  developing  a  drug  for  FDA  apjproval. 

No  progress  in  clinical  trials 

One  place  new  AIDS  drugs  have  not  proliferated  is  in  the  govemment-sjwnsored  AIDS 
Qinical  Trial  Group  (ACTG).  The  national  meetings  of  this  group  of  academic-based  clinical 
researchers  were  first  officially  opien  to  AIDS  activists  in  November  1990.  During  tlie  three 
meetings  held  in  1991,  we  got  our  first  good  look  at  what  the  ACTG  isn’t  doing.  Upicoming 
announcements  of  which  hospitals  will  no  longra  be  federally  funded  (due  in  January)  may 
account  in  part  for  the  overall  torpior  among  ACTG  researchers,  who  were  unwilling  to  take 
on  new  pirojects  until  they  knew  they  would  still  be  funded. 
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Lesbians  and  gay 
men  in  the  media 

From  the  sublime  to  the  ridiculous 

By  Ell*n  Carton 

n  1991 ,  the  media  coverage  of  lesbian  and  gay  lives  ranged  widely  from  the  sublime  to 
the  ridiculous.  As  the  saying  goes,  “We  are  everywhere.”  And  we  were,  on  prrime  time 
TV,  in  magazines,  in  the  news  and  in  Hollywood. 

The  media  both  shapies  and  reflects  society’s  values.  As  our  movement  gains  px)wer,  we  are 
expreriencing  greater  visibility  for  lesbians  and  gay  men  and  more  accurate  media  reprresenta- 
tion  of  our  lives.  Lesbian  and  gay  activism  is  beginning  to  make  a  difference.  In  fact,  our  arch 
enemy,  the  right-wing,  anti-gay  censorship  group  called  the  American  Family  Association 
(AFA)  has  even  “acknowledg^”  the  work  of  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance  Against 
Defamation  (GLAAD)  in  “jrromoting  homosexuality”  in  the  media. 

The  following  are  some  high-  and  low-  lights  of  the  past  yean 

On  television 

One  of  the  most  sublime  momraits  on  television  was  the  historic  pirime-time  lesbian  kiss 
between  two  lawyras  on  NBC’s  LA.  Law.  Within  24  hours  of  the  broadcast,  both  GLAAD 
and  the  AFA  mounted  massive,  nationwide  activations.  Leners  from  both  sides  flooded  the 
executive  pjroducer  of  LA.  Law,  NBC  and  the  show’s  spxjnsors.  The  letters  overwhelmingly 
prraised  the  show  and  asked  for  a  continuation  of  the  storyline.  Since  that  qjisode,  there  have 
been  at  least  four  more  episodes  with  lesbian  or  gay  themes.  More  recently,  a  new  lesbian 
character  was  introduced  on  the  show.  Will  the  character  be  a  recurring  one?  Continued 
activism  will  make  the  decision. 

Postive  characterizations  of  gay  mrai  and  lesbians  were  also  featured  on  Northern 
Exposure,  Designing  Women,  Roseanne,  Coach,  Roc,  Law  and  Order,  and  on  the  Dynasty 
miniseries.  While  this  marics  some  pjrogress  over  1990,  we  are  still  dramatically  underrepjre- 
sented  on  entertainment  television.  It  is  important  to  note  that  of  those  shows  mentioned,  only 
LA.  Law  and  Roseanne  feature  recurring  lesbian  or  gay  characters. 

It  was  a  disajjpwinting  year  on  public  television.  While  the  Public  Broadcasting  Service 
(PBS)  has  a  reputation  for  rqjresenting  viewpoints  of  American  communities  that  are  often 
absent  from  commercial  television,  the  lesbian  and  gay  viewpoint  was  ominously  silenced  in 
1991.  This  stunmer  over  100  PBS  affiliates  refused  to  air  Tongues  Untied,  Marlon  Riggs’s 
documentary  on  black  gay  men.  Then,  PBS  cancelled  two  films  addressing  homophobia  and 
AIDS-Robert  Hilferty ’s  Stop  the  Church  and  Charles  Atlas’s  Son  of  Sam  and  Delilah.  While 
a  few  local  PBS  stations  did  indepondently  air  these  censored  films,  we  felt  the  chill  wind  of 
censorship  blowing.  The  villanous  AFA  was  responsible  for  pjressuring  PBS  and  its  sponsors 
to  withdraw  their  support  of  gay  pjrogramming. 

At  the  movies 

The  film  industry  is  still  living  in  an  outdated  dream  world.  It  is  no  wonder  Hollywood  is 
called  “LaLa  Land.”  Negative  stereotypos  of  gay  men  and  lesbians  abound  in  films  like  JFK 
and  the  soon-to-be-released  Basic  Instinct,  which  ignited  a  furor  when  activists  found  out  that 
this  film  features  no  less  than  three  man-hating  killer  lesbians.  While  there  were  a  few  positive 
gay  and  lesbian  characters  in  1991  films — Frankie  and  Johnny  and  The  Butcher's  Wife  are  the 
most  notable  examples — there  is  insufficient  space  here  to  document  the  countless  films  con¬ 
taining  negative,  stereotypical  gay  characterizations.  Silence  of  the  Lambs  was  notable  in 
pjrompting  debate  in  the  community.  The  film  industry  has  finally  acknowledged  this  bleak 
situation  and  took  a  positive  stand.  A  new  group  called  Hollywood  Sup^rts  (a  joint  prroject  of 
the  L.A.  chapter  of  GLAAD  and  AIDS  Project  Los  Angeles)  formed  to  educate  the  entertain¬ 
ment  industry  about  the  reality  of  lesbian  and  gay  lives  and  the  lives  of  preople  with  AIDS. 
Givrai  the  dearth  of  positive  images  on  the  silver  screen,  this  prroject  is  not  only  welcome,  but 
long  ovradue. 

In  the  news 

Prahaprs  the  most  ridiculous  and  dangerous  evrait  was  the  media  case  of  Kimberly  Bergalis. 
The  late  Bergalis  allegedly  contracted  AIDS  from  her  draitisL  became  a  kind  of  AIDS  postra 
child  and  lobbied  for  marulatory  HIV  testing  (a  Congressional  bill  was  even  named  in  her 
honor).  Since  she  did  not  engage  in  “homosexual  behavior”  or  IV  drug  use,  she  was  universal¬ 
ly  labeled  an  “irmocent  victim  of  AIDS.”  This  harmful  categorization  implied  thaL  by  com- 
prarison,  gay  men,  as  well  as  othra  IV  drug  users,  were  “guilty  victims”  of  AIDS,  respronsible 
for  their  own  misfortune.  Few  news  commraitators  understood  our  outrage.  It  may  t^e  many 
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Battling  breast 
cancer 


By  Dawn  Schmitz 

crowd  of  3000  turned  out  in  Boston  for  this  Oct.  26  march  and  rally  to  fight  breast 
cancer.  In  1991 ,  womrai  mobilized  in  greater  numbers  than  ever  before  to  fight  what 
is  now  called  an  epidemic.  An  announcemoit  by  the  National  Cancer  Institute  that 
one  in  nine  U.S.  women  will  be  diagnosed  with  breast  cancCT  in  her  lifetime — a  increase  from 
one  in  20  in  1960 — became  a  rallying  point  of  the  Boston  action  and  the  national  movCTienL 
More  than  44,000  women  died  of  teeast  canco'  in  1991,  a  rate  of  one  death  every  12  min¬ 
utes.  The  mortality  statistics  are  even  more  grim  for  Black  womai  than  for  white  women:  An 
estimate  40  percent  of  Black  women  diagnosed  with  breast  cancer  will  not  live  more  than 
five  years,  compared  with  a  25  percent  survival  rate  for  white  women  in  the  same  time  period. 

The  Breast  Cancer  Coalition,  formed  last  year  to  lobby  Congress  on  national  policies  to 
combat  the  disease,  now  has  more  than  160  organizations  nationwide.  Under  the  Women's 
Health  Equity  Act,  passed  by  Congress  in  1991,  Medicare  now  covers  mammograms. 
Activists  are  increasingly  focusing  on  environmental  causes  of  cancer  and  are  begirming  to 
pressure  governments  to  identify  and  remove  all  carcinogens  from  the  environment. 

Projects  specifically  designed  to  meet  the  needs  of  lesbians  with  cancer  were  established  for 
the  first  time  in  Chicago  and  Philadelphia  in  1991,  joining  the  well-established  Mary-Helen 
Maumer  Project  for  Lesbians  With  Cancer  in  Washington,  D.C.  In  addition,  projects  in 
Boston  and  Berkeley,  Calif.,  {novide  siqrport  fex  all  women  with  cancer.  □ 

Highlights  of 
Congressional  votes 

By  St*ph*n  Smith 

he  following  is  an  update  of  House  and  Soiate  votes  from  the  first  session  of  the 
102nd  Congress  (January  to  December,  1991). 

Gay/lMbian  civil  rights 

This  was  a  landmark  year  for  this  legislation.  In  the  House,  we  reached  a  record  100  co¬ 
sponsors,  a  25  percent  increase  for  HR  1430  (S  574).  Most  of  the  new  co-sponsors  wcto  from 
small  cities  and  from  the  South  and  West,  broadeiting  the  base  of  support  fOT  the  bill.  We 
gained  two  new  co-sponsors  in  the  Senate,  for  a  total  of  14,  also  a  record. 

Military 

Congressional  pressure  built  steadily  this  year  for  an  aid  to  discrimination  in  military  ser¬ 
vice  against  gay  and  lesbian  Americans.  A  resolution  (HR  271)  was  introduced  in  the  House 
by  Barbara  Boxer  (D-Calif.),  and  now  has  40  co-sponsors.  It  calls  on  Pres.  Bush  to  rescind  the 
IJefensc  Department  policy  that  bars  gay  men  and  lesbians  from  service.  A  companion  resolu¬ 
tion  (SR  236)  was  introduced  in  the  Senate  by  Sen.  Brock  Adams  and  four  co-sponsors. 

Defense  Secretary  Dick  Cheney  told  the  House  Budget  Committee  he  “inhwited”  the  policy 
and  considers  the  idea  that  gay  men  and  le^ans  present  a  security  risk  as  “something  of  an 
old  chesmuL” 

AIDS  funding 

Federal  funding  for  AIDS  programs  increased  again  this  year.  Total  funding  in  the  Public 
Health  Service  was  $1 .986  billion,  an  increase  of  five  percoit.  Ryan  White  CARE  fiocal 
AIDS  aid)  programs  were  increased  by  27  percent  to  $280  million.  In  addition,  $50  million 
for  AIDS  housing  assistance  was  included  for  the  first  time  in  the  Housing  and  Urban 
Development  budget. 

Brsast  and  gynecological  cancers 

Both  prevention  and  research  programs  were  increased.  Screening  programs  (mammogra¬ 
phy  and  pap  smears)  were  funded  at  the  full  authorization  level  of  $50  million.  The 
Appropriations  Commiuees  also  ordered  the  National  Institutes  of  Health  to  direct  at  least  $30 
mluimi  of  additional  funds  to  breast  caiKer. 

Art  funding 

The  Congress  defeated  right-wing  attempts  to  severely  restrict  the  content  of  art  funded  by 
the  National  Endowment  for  the  Arts.  After  initially  voting  for  prc^x>sals  by  Senator  Jesse 
Helms  and  Rep.  William  Daiuiemeyer,  the  Congress  ultimately  restored  language  that  was 
approved  last  year,  leaving  obscenity  detenninations  to  the  courts  (sec  GCN,  Vol.  19,  No.  21). 

The  battle  over  the  National  EiKlowment  for  the  Arts  is  far  from  over.  Hennophobes  will 
continue  to  concentrate  their  rhetoric  on  S/M,  homoerotic  and  gay/lesbian  art  More  votes  lie 
ahead  in  1992. 

HIV  discrimination 

Congress  rejected  two  Helms  amendments  to  impose  mandatory  HIV  testing  and  discrimi¬ 
nation  in  the  hulth  care  setting.  One  amendment  would  have  imposed  prison  toms  on  HIV- 
infected  health  care  workers  who  do  not  disclose  their  infection  to  their  patients,  regardless  of 
the  levd  of  risk  of  transmissiott  The  other  would  have  allowed  doctors  and  hospitals  to  test 
patients  for  HIV  without  their  consent.  While  both  were  initially  approved  by  overwhelming 
margins  in  the  Senate,  House-Senate  conference  conunittees  delet^  both  amendments  before 
final  passage. 

Cbngress  did  adopt  a  compromise  amendment  requiring  States  to  implement  CDC  “or 
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1992:  The 
challenges 

How  you  can  push  Congress 

By  P*ri  Jud*  Rad*clc 

omophobia,  now  more  than  ever,  has  played  a  key  role  in  some  of  the  losses  we 
have  suffoed  in  the  House  and  Senate  this  year.  Our  challoige  for  1992  is  to  pull 
our  monbers  of  Congress  back  in  line.  Their  support  of  Helms  and  Dannemeyer 
initiatives  is  unacceptable.  We  all  need  to  deliver  that  message  LOUD  AND  CLEAR. 

D.C.  domestic  partnership  bill 

The  City  Council  of  the  District  of  Columbia  will  most  likely  consider  and  approve  a  i 
domestic  paitnership  law.  We  can  expect  Sen.  Helms  and  Rep.  Daimemeyo’  to  use  Congress 
to  overturn  that  law.  Previous  attempts  to  interfere  with  District  of  Columbia  lawmaking  have 
resulted  in  the  reinstatonent  of  the  local  sodomy  law  as  well  as  the  weakening  of  the  local 
civil  rights  ordinance.  Activists  should  educate  their  members  of  Congress  about  lesbian  and 
gay  families. 

Department  of  Defense  policy 

The  National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force  (NGLTF)  will  continue  to  use  Congress  to  pres¬ 
sure  the  Dq}artment  of  Defense  to  rescind  DOD  Directive  1332.14.  Activists  should  begin  to 
educate  their  members  of  Congress  to  co-sponsor  the  resolution. 

Freedom  of  expression 

The  battle  over  the  National  Endowmoit  for  the  Arts  is  far  frxjm  over.  Homophobes  will 
continue  to  concoitrate  their  rhetoric  on  S/M,  homoerotic  and  gay/lesbian  art  More  votes  lie 
ahead  in  1992. 

AIDS 

Finding  additional  money  for  AIDS  is  becoming  increasingly  difficult.  Activists  should 
continue  to  stress  the  need  for  additional  resources  to  fight  the  qridonic  through  education, 
research,  prevention  and  care.  Money  for  housing  people  living  with  AIDS  and  HIV  must 
continue  in  1992  as  well. 

Gay  and  lesbian  civil  rights 

Activists  should  continue  to  push  their  members  of  Congress  to  support  and  co-^nsor  HR 
1430/S  574,  the  fedo-al  gay  and  lesbian  civil  rights  bilL 

National  lobby  days 

NGLTF  will  prqtare  and  distribute  information  on  our  federal  agenda  in  June  of  1992. 
Activists  are  urged  to  use  the  information  to  lobby  membos  of  Congress  on  our  agenda  in 
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1992:  Treatments 
to  watch 

The  tat  inhibitor  ' 

By  John  S.  Jannos,  AIDS  Trmmtmmnt  Mamra 

ach  year  AIDS  Treatment  News  publishes  its  list  of  the  experimental  treatmoits 
whidi  we  believe  may  be  most  promising  in  the  coming  year.  This  year  the  list 
(starting  with  the  most  imporant)  is:  tat  inhibitors,  hypericin,  ddC-HAZT  combina¬ 
tion,  soluble  mdanin,  NAC,  ribavirin-Kldl  combination,  and  antisense  drugs.  (Also  listed  are  , 
treatments  for  AIDS-related  conditions:  anti- angiogenesis  drugs,  and  new  antibiotics.)  In  cre¬ 
ating  our  list  we  balance  how  good  the  treatment  itself  appears  to  be,  how  solid  the  evidence 
for  it  is  at  this  time,  and  how  available  it  could  be. 

Last  year’s  most  prominent  hope  for  improved  treatmoit  (the  non-nucleoside  reverse  tran¬ 
scriptase  inhibitors,  such  as  BI-RG-587  and  the  Merck  “L-drugs")  essentially  failed  due  to 
rapid  development  of  viral  resistance  to  this  whole  class  of  drugs — an  outcome  not  wholly 
unexpected. 

We  are  entering  1992  with  a  much  strongCT  prospect,  drugs  to  target  the  tat  protein  of  HIV. 
Only  one  company,  Hoffrnaim-La  Roche,  has  developed  a  tat  inhibitor  drug  which  is  now  in 
human  testing  (Ro  24-7429,  now  in  early  trials  at  Jol^  Hopkins  University).  But  the  history 
of  this  drug  gives  no  grounds  for  confidmee  that  the  public  interest  will  be  res{}ected  in  this 
most  important  prospect  for  better  AIDS  treatmoits  in  1992. 

What  is  a  tat  inhibitor?  And  why  is  it  important? 

Tat  is  a  gate  of  HIV;  it  produces  a  protein  which  greatly  accelerates  the  activity  of  the 
virus.  A  drug  against  tat  is  important  for  sevoal  reasons: 

•  Theory  predicts — and  laboratory  data  now  supports  the  prediction — that  HIV  might  not 
develop  any  resistance  to  an  anti-tat  drug. 

•  ACT,  ddl,  ddC,  and  most  other  antivirals  only  stop  viral  rqjlication.  They  do  not  act 
against  the  virus  in  chronicaUy  infected  cells.  Thoe  is  a  growing  belief  that  these  cells  secrete 
toxic  substances  which  may  be  the  cause  of  much  of  the  disease  of  AIDS. 

•  The  tat  protein  itself  may  be  toxic;  it  is  su^)ected  of  being  an  important  cause  of  Kaposi's 
sarcoma. 

•  A  drug  with  an  entirely  differoit  mechanism  of  action  opens  new  therapeutic  options 
which  {Aysicians  do  not  have  now. 

In  late  April  1991  Hoffrnan-La  Roche  decided  for  business  reasons  not  to  develop  the  tat 
drug — much  to  the  concern  of  leading  AIDS  scientists.  The  company  planned  to  sell  the  drug 
to  another  pharmaceutical  company;  it  agreed  to  continue  the  small  Johns  Hopkins  trial  while 
these  negotiations  proceeded.  But  this  trial  is  not  collecting  any  efficacy  data,  so  even  when  it 
is  done  we  will  have  not  idea  whether  the  drug  works  in  p)eople. 

On  December  19, 1991  the  company  aiuiounced  that  aJfter  “intense  internal  discussion''  it 
had  decided  not  to  sell  this  drug,  but  would  develop  it  on  its  own. 

Concerning  tat  inhibitors  in  1992,  activists  must  keep  their  eyes  on  two  balls.  One  is  Ro  24- 
7429;  how  rapidly  and  how  well  is  it  being  tested?  The  other  is  the  technology  wdiich  found 
this  drug — a  laberatory  test  for  screening  drugs  for  anti-tat  activity.  This  technology  was 
developed  at  least  in  part  at  public  expense  (see  “Promising  AIDS  Drug  Looking  for  a 
Sponsor,”  Science,  July  19, 1991,  pages  262-263;  this  article  reported  that  the  U.S.  National 
Institute  of  Allergy  and  Infectious  Diseases  has  been  paying  about  $700,000  per  year  for  tat 
research  since  1988  to  a  consortium  headed  by  Hoffmarm-La  Roche).  Apparently  Ro  24-7429 
was  found  by  screening  off-the-shelf  chemicals  at  the  company.  Since  Ro  24-7429  might 
prove  toxic,  or  otherwise  unsuitable  as  a  drug,  it  is  imperative  that  screening  be  done  now  to 
find  other  tat  inhibitors.  This  screening  should  not  be  limited  to  chemicals  which  a  single 
company  has  available  for  commercial  developmem. 

Note:  For  more  background  on  the  tat  inhibitor,  as  well  as  information  about  other  treat¬ 
ments  listed  above,  send  a  self-addressed  stamped  envelope  to:  AIDS  Treatment  News.  P.O. 
Box  411256,  San  Francisco,  CA  94141,  or  call  (800)  TREAT-1-2.  Ask  for  issue  #141.  □ 

John  S.  James  is  the  editor  and  publisher  of  AIDS  Treatment  News,  published  in  San 
Francisco  since  19S7. 
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Gay  and  Lesbian 

He^ine 

617-267-9001  tty/voice 

4-11  PM  Monday  -  Friday  and  6-11  PM  Sunday 

The  Gay  &  Lesbian  Helpline  is  a  program  of  the  Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
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DAVID  L.  CDLLINS  C.LU. 

Insurance 
for  all  your  needs 

Congress  St.  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 

Orleans/Brewster  Office  Park 
East  Orleans,  MA  02643 


1-800-339-2006 


«  TaiamniMf. 


Allan  Singer  L.I.C.S.W. 

Psychotherapist 


CoimSQ^  BdRroir,1IA  (6171 266-2240 


General  Dentistry 

John  C.  Barna,  dmd 


581  Boylston  Street  4th  floor 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02116 
(617)  353-1500 


Lesbian  Sex 
and  Safety 

Sun.  |an.  19  4-6  pm 

Lesbian  and  Gay 
Community  Center, 
338  Newbury  Street, 
2nd  Floor,  Boston 

Do  you  really  know  how 
HIV  is  transmitted?  Can 
you  talk  comfortably 
about  sex  with  partners? 


DR.  JONATHAN  D.  STEIN 

CHIROPRAaOR 

Treatment  of:  Neck  aixl  shoulder  pain. 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain.  Bursitis,  Acute 
arrd  Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational  stress  and 
nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday 
appointments  available 

232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookfine,  MA 
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organizations  diat  serve  the  -gay”  communi¬ 
ty- 

Asian  Pacifica  organizing 
The  Asian  Pacifica  Lesbian  Network 
(APLN),  a  U.S.-based  netwwk  of  Asian  les¬ 
bians,  has  had  a  long  hiatus  since  its  last 
gathering  on  the  West  Coast  in  1989.  A 
major  impetus  for  the  formatkHi  of  the 
AflJ4  came  from  the  March  cm  Washington 
in  1987,  which  means  our  progress  as  an 
organized  community  evolves  wifli  the 
development  of  the  gay  community  in  the 
U.S.  in  general.  Earlier,  at  the  1986 
International  Lesbian  Information  Service 
conference,  the  first  international  efforts  to 
organize  were  made,  linking  Asian  lesbians 
from  countries  in  Asia,  North  and  Latin 
America  and  Europe.  Since  that  time,  the 
Asian  Lesbian  Network  had  an  international 
conference  in  Bangkok  in  1990  and  is  plan¬ 
ning  one  in  Tc^o  in  1992.  Asian  lesbians 
have  decided  dm  there  are  vast  differences 
between  being  an  Asian  lesbian  living  within 
Asia  or  outside  Asia  and  have  networks  and 
conferences  and  newsletters  designed  around 
those  factors.  The  ways  of  linking  across  cul¬ 
tural  and  political  holders  are  not  always 
easy.  Yet  those  ties  between  one  another 
remain  a  strong  element  in  our  imdostand- 
ing  of  our  identities  and  siqipcHt  of  one 
another.  I  believe  it  is  most  important  for 
establishing  an  Asian  lesbian  continuum  that 
fits  in  the  scheme  of  an  evolving  global  gay 
community.  I  am  disturbed  because  I  have 
always  felt  that  living  in  the  U.S.  invariably 
makes  us  isolated  and  oblivious  to  wOTld 
evaits  that  are  fairly  important. 

The  APLN  is  planning  to  regroup  as  a  for¬ 
mal  organization  in  January  with  a  planning 
meeting  in  San  Francisco.  Among  the  topics 
that  need  to  be  addressed  are  structure  and 
type  of  (Hganizadon.  Regional  contact  per¬ 
sons  are  spread  across  the  U.S.  to  organize 
locally  and  pr^me  formal  proposals  for 
APLN.  So  far,  APLN  has  had  participation 
and  interest  from  Canadian,  British  and 
Dutch  Asian  lesbians.  Howcvct,  language 
differoices,  long  travel  distances  and  dis- 
criminatOTy  immigraticm  officials  have  kqH 
us  firon  connecting  more  with  one  another 
intentationally.  AHJ<1  is  a  national  organiza¬ 
tion,  but  it  will  actively  pursue  the  exchange 
of  inftHmation  and  resources  with  groups 
outside  the  United  States.  The  goals  of 

are  to  network,  empower,  be  visible 
and  visionaiy,  educate,  support,  outreach, 
celetaate  diversity,  develop  resources,  fight 
all  foims  of  opi^ession  and  straigthoi  ties 
among  ourselves. 

For  more  information,  contact  Jum  Chan, 
do  APLN.  PO  Box  850,  New  York,  NY 
10002  or  D.  Wong,  266  Coleridge  St.  San 
Francisco,  CA  94110. 

Asian  Lesbian  and  Gav  USA  Contacts: 

Gay  Asian  Pacific  SupportNetowik 

Informasian 

PO  Box  461 104 

Los  Angeles,  CA  9(X)46 

Barangay 

Filipino  American  News 
PO  Box  691985 

PO  Box  90141,  Pasadena  CA  91 107 
West  Hollywood,  CA  90060 

Asian  Pacifica  Sisters 
Phoenix  Rising 
PO  Box  1705% 

San  Francisco,  CA  94117 

Gay  Asian  Pacific  Alliance 
Lavender  Godzilla 
PO  Box  421884 
San  Francisco.  CA  94142-1884 

Shamakami 

Forum  for  South  Asian  Faninist  Lesbians 

PO  Box  460456 

San  Francisco,  CA  94146-0456 

Gay  and  Lesbian  South  Asians 
Trikme 
PO  Box  1088 
Berkeley,  CA  94701 

Asian  Lesbians  Outside  Asia 
ALOA 

1206  E.  Pflce  #598 
Seattle,  WA  98122 

Gay  and  Lesbian  South  Asians 
Trikonc/Chicago 
PO  Box  268463 
Chicago,  IL  60626 

Alliance  of  Massachusetts  Asian  Lesbians 

and  Gay  Men 

AMALGM  Newsletter 

POBox  543 

Prudential  Statkm 

Boston.  MA  02199 
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Asian  &  Pacific  Islander  Coalition  on 

HIV/AIDS 

APICHA 

150W.26mSL 

Suite  503 

New  Yorit,  NY  10001 

Gay  Asian  Pacific  Islander  Men  of  New 
York 

GAPIMNY 
PO  Box  830 
New  Yorit.  NY  10002 

Asian  Levans  of  the  East  Coast 

ALOEC 

PO  Box  850 

New  York,  NY  10002 

Asian  Lesbian  and  Gav  Contacts 

International 

Australian  Asian  Lesbians 
ALOA  Newsletter 
PO  Box  817 
Newtown.  NSW  2042 
AUSTRALIA 

KHUSH 
POBox  6172 
Station  A 

Toronto,  Ontario  M5W IP6 
CANADA 

Sakhi 

c/o  POBox 7032 
Srinivas  Puri 
New  Delhi.  110065 
INDIA 

Bombay  Gays  and  Lesbians 
Bombay  Dok  (in  English  and  Hindi) 

105  Veaia-Beena  Shopping  Coitre 
opposite  Bandra  Station 
Bandra  (West)  Bombay,  400  050 
INDIA 

ALN  Nippon 

R^umi  Tsushin  (in  Japanese) 

Regumi  Studio,  JOKI,  Nakazawa,  Bid.  3F 
23  Ar^-cho,  Shinjuku-ku 
Tokyo,  160 
JAPAN 

Asian  Lesbians  Outside  Asia 
ALOA  NewslettCT 
c/oIlJSAX>C 
Rozenstraat  8 
Amstodam,  1016  NX 
NETHERLANDS 

Taiwan  Lesbians 
Wo-men  2ii-rian  (in  Chinese) 

POBox  10464 
Taipei,  ROC 
TAIWAN 

Anjaree 

Asian  Lesbian  Network  NewsletlCT  (in 
English) 

POBox  322 
Rajdamnem 
Bangkok,  10200 
THAILAND 

Asian  Lesbians  Outside  Asia 
ALOA  NewslettCT 
Box  No.  8,  Sisterwiite  Bookshop 
190  Upper  Street,  Islington 
Londmi,  N1 

Questions 

Continued  from  page  4 

munity?  b  it  about  sexual  fieedom  or  sexual 
abuse?  b  it  about  die  rights  of  childrsi  to  be 
sexual  or  the  rights  of  adults  to  use  childrrai? 

6.  How  are  we  challaiging  anti-gayness  in 
the  left  and  progressive  movements  we  are  a 
part  of? 

7.  Who  cares  if  white  men  don't  dominate 
every  debate  in  the  lesbian  and  gay  commu¬ 
nity?  How  do  we  talk  about  the  “isms”  many 
would  like  to  fOTget — racism  and  sexism? 
How  do  we  change? 

8.  b  there  a  goieration  gap  in  the  lesbian 
and  gay  community?  b  everyone  under  30 
“queer”  and  everyone  over  30  “gay?”  How 
do  we  re^xHid  to  a  new  era  without  cutting 
loose  the  lessons  of  the  past? 

9.  b  the  AIDS  qndonic  really  being  “de- 
gayed”  (see  question  #1)? 

10.  Can  gay  men  stop  talking  about  our¬ 
selves  long  enough  to  sec  the  “lesbians”  in 
the  lesbian  and  gay  movement? 

These  are  just  a  few  issues  that  seemed  to 
shape  1991  in  the  lesbian  and  gay  ctmununi- 
ty.  What’s  on  your  mind?  Maybe  we  can 
pursue  sane  of  these  questions  and  others  in 
the  pages  of  GCN  thb  year.  □ 

Arawn  Eibhfyn  has  been  an  activist  for  20 
years.  He  has  been  active  in  anti-war  and 
anti-racist  organizing  as  well  as  in  the  les- 
bian/gay  and  AIDS  activist  movements.  He 
is  a  member  of  Prairie  Fire  Organizing 
Committee  and  ACT  UPlSan  Francisco.  He 
is  a  person  living  with  AIDS. 
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UnivCTsity  in  New  Brunswidc,  NJ.,  a  swisc 
of  Jewish  invisibilty  at  the'ccmference  led  to 
the  fonn  ation  of  a  Jewish  caucus. 
Specifically,  the  confCTWice  ploiaiy  sympo¬ 
sium  on  "Race,  Ethnicity  and  Sexuality"  did 
not  include  and  speakers  wlio  were  Jews. 
Conference  organizers  said  no  papers  deal¬ 
ing  with  Jewish  lesbian/gay/bisexual  themes 
were  submitted  this  year.Tlie  interests  of  the 
Jewish  caucus  concerning  Jewish  invisibility 
and  the  lack  of  discussion  of  the  renewed 
growth  of  worldwide  anti-Semitism  were 
presented  at  a  conference  organizational 
meeting.  Participants  of  that  meeting  voted 
that  die  word  “ethnicity,"  as  used  in  the  con¬ 
ference  by-laws,  be  understood  to  include 
Sephaiic  and  Ashkenazic  Jews. 

Ittodia  highlight* 

“A  Letter  to  Harvey  Milk,”  the  short  story 
by  Jewish  le^an  author  Leslea  Newman, 
was  made  into  a  film  and  nationally  shown 
as  part  of  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Him  Festival 

The  British  televison  series  OUT  was  the 
first  in  that  country  to  deal  widi  lesbian  and 
gay  lives.  A  segment  on  lesbian  and  gay 
Jews  is  scheduled  to  air  in  Great  Britain 
scrnie  time  in  the  fall  of  1992.  Other  OUT 
segments  have  focused  on  gay  people  from  a 
variety  of  cultures. 

Literary  events 

Outwrite  '91 ,  held  last  March  in  San 
Francisco,  sponsored  its  first  panel  on  gay 
and  lesbian  Jewish  literature,  co-chaired  by 
writer  Lev  Raphael  and  Jyl  Lyim  Felman. 
Panelists  included  writer  Gary  Glickman, 
Sara  Levi  Calderon  and  Ruth  Atkin  of  the 
editorial  committee  of  Bridges.  The  panel — 
attended  by  more  than  300  people — included 
such  topics  as  Jewish  invisibility  in  the  gay 
community,  culturally  specific  humor  and 
language  and  metaphor  in  gay  Jewish  writ¬ 
ing.  The  first  Jewish  gay  writers  caucus  met 
later  that  day. 

In  October,  Harvard  University’s 
Saundos  Theater  in  Cambridge,  Mass.,  held 
a  benefit  for  the  new  journal  Bridges  featur¬ 
ing  Adrienne  Rich,  who  read  fiom  her  new 
book,  and  other  Jewish  lesbian  writers  and 
contributors.  More  than  900  people  attended 
and  $6000  was  raised. 

In  November,  “Red  Hot  &  Luscious:  An 
Evening  of  Multicultural  Lesbian  Art”  was 
held  in  Northampton,  Mass.  This  celebration 
of  lesbian  art  from  diverse  cultures,  spon¬ 
sored  by  a  grant  from  the  Flowe  Foundation, 
was  the  first  event  of  its  kind  in  western 
Mass.  Jewish  poet  Irena  Klepfisz  read  from 
her  work  in  both  English  and  Yiddish,  and 
writer  Jyl  Lynn  Felman  did  a  new  pwfor- 
mance  art  piece  on  the  theme  of  silence  and 
secrets.  African  American  playwright 
Andrea  Hairston  and  her  partner  Pan 
Welland  performed  songs,  dances  and  origi¬ 
nal  theater  works.  Muriel  Miguel,  a  Native 
American  storyteller  and  member  of 
Spiderwoman  Theater,  performed  acts  from 
her  one- worn  an  erotic  show. 

Jewish  gay  and  lesbian  literature 

Recent  literary  works  reflecting  Jewish 
and  gay  themes  include: 

Dancing  on  Tisha  B'Av  (St.  Martins),  a 
collection  of  short  stories  by  Lev  Raphael 
that  received  the  Lambda  Literary  Award  for 
a  Gay  Male  Author’s  Debut. 

My  Jewish  Face  and  Other  Stories  (Aunt 
Lute),  a  collection  of  short  stories  by 
Melanie  Kaye/Kantrowitz  that  was  a  finalist 
for  the  Lambda  Literary  Award  for  Le^ian 
Rction. 

A  Few  Words  in  the  Mother  Tongue 
(Eighth  Mountain  Press),  a  collection  of 
poetry  by  Irena  Kelpfisz  that  was  a  finalist 
for  the  Lambda  Literary  Award  for  Lesbian 
Poetry. 

Exiled  in  the  Promised  Land  (Hrebrand), 
Marcia  Freedman’s  autobiogrphy  that  was  a 
finalist  for  the  Lambda  Literary  Award  for 
Lesbian  Nonfiction. 

Dreams  <4  an  Insominiac  (Eighth 
Mountain  Press),  a  collection  of  essays  by 
Irena  Kelpfisz. 

Two  Mujeres  (Aunt  LuteX  a  ttovel  by  Sara 
Levi  Caldoon. 

Cancer  in  Two  Voices  (SpinstersX  a  jour¬ 
nal  by  Sandra  Butler  and  Barbara 
Rosenbtum. 

An  Atlas  of  the  Difficult  World  (NortonX  a 
collection  of  poetry  by  Adrieime  Rich. 

Bridges:  A  Journal  for  Jewish  Feminists 
and  Our  Friends  (New  Jewish  AgendaX  a 
new  bi-aimual  periodical  issues  of  which 
come  out  in  the  fall  and  spring. 

Books  by  lesbian  Jewish  authors  dealing 
with  Jewish  themes  due  out  in  spring  *92 
iiKlude  a  collection  of  essays  by  Melanie 
Kaye/Kantrowitz  (Aunt  Lute)  and  a  collec¬ 
tion  of  short  stories  by  Andrea  Freud 
Lowenstein  (Firebrand).  In  fall  ’S>2,  watch 
for  a  new  novel  by  Leslea  Newman  (New 
VictoriaX  >  collection  of  short  stories  by  Jyl 
Lynn  Felman  (Aunt  Ltite)  and  a  novel  by 
Judith  Katz  (Firebrand). 


Hopes  for  1992 

It  is  my  hope  for  1992  that,  within  the 
diversity  of  the  gay  community,  lesbian  and 
gay  Jews  be  included  as  Jews  and  that  dis¬ 
cussions  about  multiculturalism  include 
Jews.  I  would  like  to  see  further  analysis  of 
Jewish  invisibility  and  anti-Semitism  within 
the  gay  community.  □ 

Jyl  Lynn  Felman  is  an  award-winning 
short  story  writer  whose  prose,  review 
essays  and  stories  can  be  found  in  many 
journals  including  Lambda  Book  Rqxnt, 
Sojumer,  Tikkun,  Bridges  and  anthologies 
such  as  Speaking  for  Ourselves,  Tide  lines. 
Word  of  Mouth  and  A  Loving  Voice.  Aunt 
Lute  will  publish  her  first  collection  of  short 
fiction,  entitled  Hot  Chicken  Wings,  next 
fall. 

West  wars 
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self-appointed  community  hortchos  who 
tried  to  exploit  rallies  as  PR  opportunities 
were  shouted  down;  so  were  monitors  cau¬ 
tioning  against  (^eer  Nation  outrageousness 
and  ACT  UP-styled  civil  disobedience. 
Effigies  were  burned;  traffic  was  halted  (a 
virtual  blasphemy  in  LA.);  a  few  office 
buildings  were  defaced;  but  the  marches 
WCTe  consistently  non-violoiL  And  they 
grew  and  they  grew. 

The  phenomenon — called  the  “West 
Wars”  by  some — not  only  pleasantly  sur¬ 
prised  longtime  L.A.-area  activists  who  had 
struggled  against  gay  and  lesbian  apathy  for 
decades,  it  also  shifted  die  national  centCT  of 
gay  politics  from  New  York  City  and  San 
Francisco,  at  least  for  a  period  of  several 
weeks.  But  more  important,  the  demonstra¬ 
tions  suggested  to  straight  and  queer  com¬ 
munities  alike  that  the  civil  rights  movement 
was  not  over.  And  as  the  new  activists  began 
talking  about  ways  to  harness  their  ango'  in 
more  politically  effective  ways,  it  grew  clear 
that  the  AIDS  epidemic  had  put  the  lesbian 
and  gay  rights  movemoit  on  a  back  burner. 

Some  discussed  mounting  an  initiative 
drive  to  put  a  queer-rights  bill  on  the 
California  ballot.  Others  talked  about  push¬ 
ing  for  universal  health  care,  voter  registra¬ 
tion  drives.  Recall  Wilson  petitions,  and 
more  AIDS-specific  demos.  People  wait  to 
work  in  a  dozen  different  ways.  Apparently 
no  other  defeat  had  sent  such  a  universally 
symbolic  message  to  already  beaten  down 
queers.  Moreover,  new  organizing  efforts 
expiosed  sharp  race  divisions  within  the  gay 
community.  The  movanent’s  most  effective 
and  exciting  group — ^United  Colors  Action 
Coalition — onerged  out  of  a  need  to  bring 
the  issues  of  people  of  color  to  the  post-veto 
movement.  Race  and  class  concerns  had 
largely  been  overlooked  by  the  mostly  white 
leadership. 

Time  will  tell  how  effective  the  new  coali¬ 
tions  will  become:  Some  activists  want  to 
focus  on  punishing  Wilson;  othos  would 
prefer  broadoiing  the  movement  to  AIDS, 
health  care,  and  queer  suffrage.  Others  won¬ 
der  if  the  movement  can  keqi  up  its  momen¬ 
tum. 

To  be  sure,  there  is  a  long  tradition  of  peo¬ 
ple  who  moved  to  L.A.  from  the  East  Coast 
looking  for  the  opportunity  to  break  with 
East  Coast  values  and  live  a  diffoent,  and 
indeed  more  docile,  life.  Contrary  to  the 
stereotype  of  L.A.  hedonism,  many  lesbians 
and  gay  men  move  to  the  city  to  live  unas¬ 
suming  lives  of  hard  work  and  domesticity, 
what  some  call  the  “lovos’  bedroom  closet.” 
For  now,  it  seems  clear  that  Wilson’s  veto 
mocked  the  discretion  that  draws  gay  people 
to  L.A.  as  much,  if  not  more,  than  the 
famous  sunshine.  The  gay  and  lesbian  com¬ 
munity  is  a  commuirity  transformed,  angry 
and  roused  from  its  queer  slumber.  Talk  to 
the  new  activists  in  League  America,  (^eer 
Nation  and  United  Colors:  to  them,  there 
doesn’t  seem  to  be  any  turning  back  now.  □ 

Doug  Sadownick  is  a  writer  whose  work 
appears  in  LA  Times,  LA  Weddy,  the 
A^ocate  and  the  Village  Voice. 

Listen 
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The  “crowning  achievement”  of  the 
ACTG  in  1991  is  the  creation  of  a  clinical 
trial  (ACTG  175)  testing  antivirals  such  as 
AZT,  ddl  and  ddC,  alone  ex’  in  combinadem 
with  each  other.  This  trial  will  never  keep  up 
with  clinical  practice  in  the  use  of  these 
drugs;  neither  will  the  ACTG’s  painfully 
slow  implemenution  of  placebo-controlled 
trials  for  prophylaxis  against  the  major 
opportunistic  infections  (OIs)  keep  up  with 
clinical  practice,  althou^  off-label  use  of 
drugs  to  pirevent  OIs  is  ever  increasing  in  the 
real  world.  In  1990  they  let  us  into  their 
meetings,  in  ’91  they  acnially  started  talking 
and  listening  to  us  in  the  meetings — will  ’92 
be  the  Year  of  the  Real  World  in  AIDS 
Research?  Probably  not.  □ 

Ray  Schmidt  is  a  longtime  member  of  the 
Treatment  Issues  Committee  of  ACT 
UPl  Boston. 
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Jamaica  Plain,  M  A  OSHSO 
883-0530  tty  tdd 


^OTATilCA 


FLORIST 

617  876-6993 

Cambridge,  MA 


LET  BOTANICA  BE  YOUR 
PERSONAL  FLORIST! 


Contemporary  &  Traditional 
Floral  Design 

Free  delivery  in  Boston  area 
Open  7  days  a  week 
Flowers  wired  worldwide. 
MC/VISA  Accepted 

Gay  Owned  &  Operated 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 

AHORNEY  AT  LAW 

In  practice  since  1975 

General  Practice 

•  Family  Law  • 

•  Real  Estate  Transfers 
•  Consumer/Small  Business 

Employment 

•  Discrimination 

•  Unemployment 

•  Worker’s  Comp 

52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  M  A  02139 
(617)  876-7099 
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•  EXCELLENT  REPAIR  SERVICE 
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FINANCIAL  MANAGEMENT 


SOMERVILLE,  MASSACHUSETTS  02144  •  617-776-5866 


LONG  RANGE  PLANNING,  STATE  CONTRACTING, 
BUDGETING,  STAFF  TRAINING  &  SUPERVISION, 
CONVERSION  TO  COMPUTERIZED  SYSTEMS 


S&G 


SANDBERG  &  GONZALEZ 


888  WASHINGTON  ST. 

DEDHAM,  MASSACHUSETTS  02026 
(617)  461-0098S 


LILLIAN  GONZALEZ 

CERTIFIED  PUBUC  ACCOUNTANT 


KENMORE 
HEAUNG 
k  ARTS 


MAREA  MURRAY  LICSW 


Proudly  serving  the  Lesbian,  Gay  and  Bisexual  communities 


PSYCHOTHERAPY:  MASSAGE: 

MABEA  MURRAY  -  Specializing  in  JOEL  LAMBEL  -  247-3863 

recovery,  HIV,  sexuality 

JK.L  FRUSHTICK- 876-1649 

JIM  PEREIRA  -  Child  abuse  and  incest  recovery 


BARBARA  MCDANEL  -  ACOA,  mid-life, 
Single  parenting 

267-6525 


520  Commonwealth  Ave.  -  316 
Boston,  Massachusetts 
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ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASiS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgwty  Rok) 

Bnton.  MA0211S 
(617)267-2262 

ALCOHOUDRUO 

TREATMENT 

FENWAY  COUMUMTY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
7H«vNandSt 
BoMoaMA  02115 
(617)267-0000x413 

ANSWEMNO 

SERVICE 

AMVOX  ByVoiMTN 
PHONE  ANSWERMG 
AkESSAGMG 
OiacTML  PxMiwon)  prolactad 
National  netwotli. 

(617)  446-7700 

ARCHITECTS 

HULUKEN  ADCHTECTS  MO 
161  Mau.  Ave..  Suit*  312 
Boston.  MA  02115 
(617)266-1123 
J*l1r*y  MulHian,  AIA 

AUTO  BODY 

Did  irou  know  you  tr*  not 
raqulrad  to  h***  your  car 
r*p*k*d  St  an  Irwtasne* 
racommsndad  rspNr  ahopT 
JACK'S  AUTDBODY 
guarantees  al  woik  lor  2 
years.  Come  see  us  lor  all  o( 
your  auto  rteeds  (617)  320- 
9635. 9-6  M-F 

BICYCLES 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 

SCHOOL 

351  Broadwray 

Carrbridgs.  MA 

(617)8663392 

T.  W.  F.  Sat:  166.  Di:  126 

•Repairs  •Parts  •Work  space 

BOOKS 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
673  Boylston  St. 

Boston.  MA  02106 
(817)267-3010 

NEW  WORDS:  A  WOMENS 
BOOKSTORE 
ISe  Hanpshlre  St 
Cambridge.  MA02139 
(617)8765310 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  JONATHAN  STBN 
375  Harvard  St. 

Brookline.  MA  02146 
(617)232-7200 

CLEANINO 

SERVICES 

BABCtswiing 

Sarvica.Ine. 

Commercial  6  Residential 
Boston.  Suburbia  Upper  and 
Lower  Ci^  Cod  24  Hour 
Beeper  Servica:  1-806202- 
8629  (506)-296-6340 
Excellent  Referencs*  - 
WedowindowsI 

CLEAN  SWEEP 
Residential  cleaning 
Carrlxidge/Somarvlle 
References  avalable 
(617)6260266 

THE  CLEANING  CREW 
General  cleaning 
Odd  jobs.  Raierencas 
Bonriad.  Insured 
(506)  657-4804 

COMPUTER 

SERVICES 

RONS  HYPERTYPER 
CrealKr*  desktop  pubWiIng/ 
word  prooassing.  Make  your 
resumae.  manuscripls  and 
dyers  shine.  (617)6269096 

COUNSEUNO 

ANDOVER 
PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Gerald  Matison.  LICSW 
Jayna  KMzkar.  LCSW 
(506)4756050 

BACK  BAY  COUNSEUNG 
DENNB  lAOAROLA 
1368  Baaoon  St.  Suls  100 
Boston.  MA  02146 
(617)7367860 

BeXVILLE  COUNSELING 

ASSOCUTES 

Copley  Squars  and 


Slonaham.  MA 
(617)4368155  . 

EATING  DISORDERS 
VALERY  ROCKWELL, 

M.  Ed.  Anorexia.  Bulimia. 
Corrpttlslv*  EaUng 
Ongoing  group  lor 
lesbian*  and  bisaxual 
woman.  IndMdual  therapy 
Coupl*  thsrspy 
(617)492-7843 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
Individual,  couplas.  artd  group 
oounsaling  lor  the  lesbian  and 
gay  community.  7  Haviland  St 
Boston.  MA  02115 
(617)267-0000x302 

FOUNDATIONS 
Ne«4on  CantrSiThn  Rorldan, 
MXv- 547-5338.  Mark 
Creabyt  MOW- 044-3341, 
Gay  altkmative  Pastoral 
oounsaling/ Psychotherapy 

OREATER  PROVIDENCE  AREA 
Ros  Johnson.  LCSW 
(401)727-4749 
Psychotherapy  &  Consukatbn 

JACOUEUNE 
HANMOAK  UCSW 
HIV.»7  Osprsssed?  LeTs  tak. 
SupponN*  (3ay  and  Lesbian 
ther^iy.  (508)  9226613 
Sliding  scale/  Insurance 

STEPHEN  HARRINGTON, 
MJL  6  Bigelow  St. 
Catrtxidge.  MA02139 
(617)491-0968 
Counseing  (or  lesbians  5  gay 
men.  Individuals  5  couplee 

JOURNEYWOMEN 
A  (eminlst  psychotherapy 
collective 

240A  Ekn  St.  (3avle  Sq. 
Somerville.  MA  02144 
(617)7769232 

DR.  UURIE  UVINGSTON 
Licensed  psychologist 
Anxiety.  Ptxibia,  Stress 
1131  Beacon  St.  Suite  1 
Brookine.  MA  02146 
(617)  734-5779 

ROHRBAUGH  ASSOaATES 
929  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Carrtxldge.  MA  02139 
(617)8766110 
Insurance  Accepted.  Fees 
Negotiable 

MRUM  ROSENBERG, 
M.D.,PhD 

Child  and  Adult  Psyrhialry 
20  yrs.  serving  leebians,  gay 
man  and  their  children 
(508)  3567512 
Close  to  Boston 

TAPESTRY,  INC 

20  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge,  MA 
(617)  861-0248 

DEBRA  B.  TRUSKINOFF, 
UCSW 

Indhr.  couples,  groups  -  For 
recovery  Irom  abuse,  shame. 
Incest  addictions,  losses 
Belmont/Brighton  484-1553 

WOMENS  COUNSEUNG 
ASSOCIATES  OF 
SUDBURY  VALLEY 
Psychotherapy  services 
lor  Metro- WM  Lesbians 
(508)4462329 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARO  BANKHEAD 
DR.PAULGROIPEN 
DR  KIRK  BANKHEAD 

1259  Hyde  Park  Ava. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5600 

DRJONNBARNA 

581  Boylston  St.  4th  floor 
Boston.  MA  02190 
(617)3661500 

ELECTRICiANS 

ELECnaCAL  WIRING  A 
REPAIR  BY  PAULA  Within 
100-mil*  radius  ol  Bostort 
24-hr.  sarvical -800-3862978 
M  A  kN  A72g0  •  NH  tea  3607 
ME  Ic«32e0  D/B/A  P.Walach 

FLDRMTS 

REHOttRANC^ 

FLORAL  DESIGN 
12  Mt  Auburn  St 
Watertown  Squars.  MA 
(617)026-4280 


HAIR  SALONS 

&CUMMNIGS 
309  Shawnut  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)  3365356 
Wed.-Sat.  106 

UNEAR  HAIR  DESIGN 
55  Dartmorjth  St,  Boston 
We  carry  tha  compisre  Aveda 
Aroma  Therapy  Hair,  Skin 
care  and  Make-up  ine 
Tues.  and  Sat.  65  Wad.-FrL 
69  Walt -In  or  appt  247-0202 

HEALTH 

FSIWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTS) 

Primary  health  care. 
counsMng,  HIV  Ctere,  HIV 
tasting,  women's  health  cars 
7HaviandSt 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-0000 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 
Holistic  Health  Relerrat 
Service  Psychotherapy. 
Bodywork,  Movement. 
Nutrition  and  Spiritual 
Crxrnsellng 

(617)  2668122.  M-Th.  12-7 

FEMMST  HEALTH 
CENTER  OF  PORTSMOUTH 
STD  dnic  lor  man  and 
women  Moa  eves.:  Iras 
anon.,  HIV  counselng  & 
testing.  (603)4367588 
232  Court  St 
Portsmouth,  NH  03801 

DR  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 
A  gay  physician  spedallzing 
in  health  care  lor  tha  gay  & 
lesbian  community 
142  Berkeley  St.  at  (^lumbus 
Ave.  (617)  247-7555 

HOLISTIC  HEALTH 
SERVICES 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
Acupuncture,  CNropractic. 
Massage,  Polarity 

7  Haviland  St  Boston.  MA 
(617)  267-0900  x269 

HOUSEKEEPINQ 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 
Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bi-weekly,  monthly 
and  special  occaskxis 
(617)  7762271 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L  COLUNS,  CLU 
Cortgrees  Si.,  PO  Box  1762 
Boston,  M  A  02105 
1-806352-3185 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Harrpshire  3t. 

Lawrenca,  MA  01840 
(508)  6867676 

JOBCOUNSEUND 

He|u  Irom  hands-on  public/ 
prtvata  seexor  execulNe- 
buslness  owner-author-llIrTV 
comm'ls  actor.  Fra*  brochure 
&  Intioductory  session. 
Cambridge/  Boston 
(617)8668448 

LAWYERS 

ATTORNEY  FRANK  K 
MKKHSON 

8  FaneuI  Hal 
Markstplaos  5th  R.  Loft 
Boston.  MA  (617)367-0414 

LEVWNGER  MASON  0 
DUFFY,  P.& 

HIngham.  Ma.  (61 7)  7461001 
(506)224-6060 
San/lng  Bostoa  South  Shore 
to  Provirrestown 

LIMOUSINE 

SERVICE 

QUAUTY  UMOUSINE 
Boston's  only  al-gay 
llmousin*  sarvlcs.  Serving  the 
gay  &  Issblan  oommunly  in 
greater  Boston.  (617)  361-1546 

MEDIATION 

CENTRE  FOR  MEDUTKN) 
Mediation  sarvlcas  lor 
unmarried  coupl**,  custody, 
property,  disolutlon*. 
(617)9661700 

PflINTINa 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
OiOeenSt 


Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)  524-6822 

PROFESSIONAL 

OROANIZATIONS 

TTC  GREATER  BOSTON 
BUSINESS  COUNQL 
Lesbiare  and  gay  men  In 
business  and  the  prolessions 
‘Boston's  Gay  Chamber  ol 
Commerce'  24-hour  hotin* 
(617)4467872 

PROSPERITY 

SSD  MONEY  IN  ACTION 
TAPE .  MNdng  the  law  ol 
tenlold  ralum  work  lor  you. 
$12.96.  Milar.  Box  6211, 
Chula  Vista.  CA.  910060015. 
No  checks  pteaae,  cash  or 
M.O.  (or  quick  reply. 

REAL  ESTATE 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Broker^: 

Midge  Balelle,  Barry  Wing 
726  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

ERA  PLEASANT  REALTY 

713Cer(reSL 
Boston.  MA 021 30 
(617)522-4800 
Trisha  Solk),  Janet  Oeegan 

SALEM:  HsnovstsrL  spaekxi* 

Victorian  1/2  house  &  attb. 

3+  Bra,  slate  root.  Ip,  near 
college.  130's,  call  Inlo 
(508)  7466867 

REUOIOUS 

OROANIZATIONS 

AMRKVA 

Btteton's  Comrrxxrlty  ol 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Jaws 
PO  Box  11,  Cambridge,  MA 
02238  Events  phone: 
(617)9262536 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 
12  LaGrange  St. 
in  Downtown  Boston 
(617)3367037 

RESUMES 

SMART  RESUMES 

Boston,  MA 

338  Newbury  St. 

(617)5360169 

Bast  Prices,  great  service. 

Same-day  service  available 

RETAIL 

CRONES'  HARVEST 
761  Centre  St 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  9669530 
TTY-TrD9529 
M-S  167,  Su.  12-6 

TAXES/ AUDITIIMV 
BOOKKEEPINO/ 
nHAHClAL  PLANNING 

HOLUS  McGuire,  cpa 
Taxes,  (inanclal  planning 
648  Mason  Rd.  MWord.  NH 
03055  •  (603)  672-4092 

ULUAN  GONZALEZ 
Certmed  Pubib  /kccountant 
868  Washington  SL 
Dedham,  MA  02026 
(617)461-0096 

MARJORIE  E  POSNER 

Cert  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  Plab,  MA 
02130(617)524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  SL 
Boston  Park  Plaza 
(817)482-2900 

PTOWNS  BRADFORD 
GARDENS  MN 

Private  baths.  Fksplaoes,  Ful 
breaklast,  CotU^,  1  block 
to  beach.  5  min  wait  to  shops 
(508)  487-1616 

WOMEN'S  NIQHT 
CLUBS 

INDIGO  •  A  Club  lor  Women 
823  Main  SL 
Carrbridge,  MA  02130 
(617)497-7200  Th.4,  PM-2 
AM.  F  4  PM-2  AM.  SaL  9  PM- 
2  AM.  Sun.9PM-1  AM 


It’s  not  over  yeti 

Please,  readers,  keep  your  donations  comingl  If  every 
paid  subscriber  sent  $15  today,  we  could  moke  it!  Not 
everyone  can  afford  this,  but  please  consider  a  gift  if  you 
possibly  can.  It's  the  only  way  to  save  our  paper! 

Ln  conservative  times  such  as  these,  we  cannot  afford  to 
lose  our  voices  for  change! 


Challenges 

Continued  from  page  6 

flieir  districts.  Contact  NGLTF  in  May  1992 
to  receive  your  lobby  packet. 

On  April  25, 1993,  activists  will  march  on 
Washington  for  lesbian  and  gay  civil  rights. 
NGLTF  and  the  Human  Rights  Campaign 
Fund  urge  you  to  begin  thinking  about  arriv¬ 
ing  to  die  march  early  and  setting  aside  the 
previous  Thuisday  and  Friday  to  push  our 
federal  legislative  agenda  in  person  with 
your  lawmakers. 

To  contact  your  members  of 
Congress 

The  Honorable _ 

United  States  House  of  Rqiresentatives 

Washington.  DC  20505 

(202)  225-3121  (House  switchboard) 

The  Honorable _ 

United  States  Senate 

Washington,  DC  20510 

(202)  224-3121  (Senate  switchboard)  □ 

Peri  Jude  Radecic  is  the  Legislative 
Director  at  the  National  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Task  Force. 

Media 

Continued  from  page  5 

years  of  education  and  activism  before  media 
professionals  mnove  their  blinders  and 
cover  the  AIDS  qiidanic  in  a  responsible, 
fair  manner. 

At  the  newstands 

The  fact  that  we  are  coming  out  of  the 
closet  in  greater  numbers  was  reflected  this 
year  in  a  groundbeaking  cover  story  in 
Fortune  magazine.  The  story,  «ititled  “Gay 
in  Corporate  America — ^What  it’s  like  and 
how  businesses  are  dianging,"  explores  why 
gay  people  are  still  closeted  and  also 
acknowledged  that  despite  the  risks,  many 
employees  are  coming  out  anyway.  Why 
take  the  risk?  In  the  author’s  own  words: 
“Asking  gay  men  and  lesbians  to  check  their 
private  lives  at  the  door  leaves  a  part  of  your 
company's  work  force  isolated  and  afraid.” 
While  we  have  a  long  way  to  go  before  we 
achieve  complete  corporate  acceptance,  a 
cover  stoiy  in  Fortune  magazine  is  a  step  in 
the  right  direction. 

Media  in  19927 

1991  brought  us  mixed  messages  in  the 
media;  We  came  out  of  the  corporate  closet, 
but  we  are  still  portrayed  as  psychotic  killers 
on  the  silver  screen.  We  are  on  prime  time 
television  shows,  but  we  have  been  accused 
of  desCTving  AIDS  because  of  our  behavior. 

What  will  we  see  in  1992?  There  is  more 
ominous  news  from  the  AFA.  They  have 
launched  a  “Project  to  Stop  TV  from 
Promoting  Homosexuality.”  Their  strategy: 
target  sponsors  who  have  bought  time  on 
television  shows  featuring  gay  and  lesbian 
characters.  They  also  plan  to  boycott  the  few 
corporations  that  advertise  in  gay  publica¬ 
tions.  If  they  succeed,  we  will  all  be  pushed 
back  into  the  closet. 

Their  strength  and  determination  can  and 
must  be  matched  by  our  activism. 

Homophobia  in  the  media  will  end  only 
when  we  make  our  voices  heard.  We  made  a 
difference  on  LA.  Law,  and  we  must  do 
more  in  1992.  I've  got  a  great  New  Year's 
resolution:  every  time  you  wimess  anti-gay 
defamation  in  the  media,  pick  up  the  phone 
or  write  a  lettCT  to  express  your  outrage. 
EvaituaUy,  we  will  be  rewarded  with  media 
portrayals  that  accurately  mirror  our  lives.  I 
can  see  it  now — a  situation  comedy  featuring 
lesbian  and  gay  media  activists...only  a  fan¬ 
tasy???  □ 

Ellen  Carton  is  executive  director  of  the 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance  Against 
Defamation  in  New  York. 

Change 

Continued  from  page  5 
posed  to  “know  better,”  those  of  us  who 
idoitify  as  progressives,  activists  and  orga¬ 
nizes. 

1992  would  feel  easie  to  face  if  our  abili¬ 
ty  to  respond  to  crisis,  disaste  and  change 
had  been  more  effective  in  1991.  Two  exam¬ 
ples  stand  out  for  me:  the  Gulf  War  and  the 
Clareice  Thomas  hearings. 

May  of  us  live  with  the  ’60s  myth  that 
popular  action  can  affect  government  policy, 
stop  a  war  and  heald  the  reign  of  justice. 

Both  during  the  build  up  and  fighting  stages 
of  the  Gulf  War  last  year,  our  organizing  was 
marked  by  an  inability  to  raise  issues  and 
capture  the  country’s  imagination. 

Significant  moments  of  protest  against  the 
fighting  i^ase,  at  least  here  in  Boston,  were 
marked  ^  incredibly  ignorant  racist  and 
classist  interactions. 

White  progressives  missed  an  opportunity 
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War  in  the  Gulf  and  the  War  at  Home. 

T(xlay,  we  arc  experiencing  some  of  the  cost 
of  the  War  at  Home— a  deteriorating  econo¬ 
my,  widespread  animosity  toward  urban 
dwellCTS  and  poor  people,  an  increase  in 
racist  and  homophobic  violence — and  still 
we  can  find  no  credible  voice  with  which  to 
call  our  country  to  dialogue,  compasssion, 
survival. 

At  least  the  Gulf  War  was  marked  by  an 
attempt  at  comprehensive  response  from  pro¬ 
gressive  organizations.  As  Grorge  Bush 
launched  the  fmal  salvo  in  the  War  Against 
Our  Rights  by  nominating  an  incompetent 
Black  man  to  the  Supreme  Court,  many  of  us 
sat  back  in  confusion,  paralyzed  by  liberal 
racism,  a  misogynist  Afro-centrism,  internal¬ 
ized  racism  and  guilt 

How  will  we  respond  to  events  of  1992? 
Can  we  do  the  critical  work  within  activist 
communities  of  facing  our  biases,  power 
trips  and  the  consequences  of  our  roles  as 
oppressors  (as  bell  hooks  and  others  have 
stated,  we  are  all  of  us  both  oppressor  and 
oppressed)?  Someone  must  And  I  believe  it 
is  ours  to  create  a  new  consensus  whrae  our 
oppression  finds  recognition  and  recourse, 
our  organizing  finds  powo-  in  the  multiplici¬ 
ty  of  our  differ«ices  and  our  actions  mirror 
our  ability  to  overcome  the  storm  clouds  of 
this  decade’s  threats  with  compassionate 
hearts.  □ 

Rebecca  Johnson  is  a  black  lesbian- 
feminst  writer  and  organizer  who  lives  in 
Jamaica  Plain.  She  works  for  Women  for 
Economic  Justice. 

N.  Carolina 
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Francisco  Cable  Car  Awards  for  the  1990 
San  Francisco  Gay  Freedom  Day  Parade  for 
Outstanding  Marching  Unit — ^Theme  Group. 

North  Carolina  gets  representation 
(Mandy  Carter)  on  two  national  boards:  the 
New  York  City-based  OUT  Fund — A  Fund 
For  Lesbian  and  Gay  Liberation;  and  the 
Washington  D.C.-based  Human  Rights 
Campaign  Fund,  the  largest  lesbian  and  gay 
political  organization  in  the  country. 

The  National  Gay  and  Lesbian  "Task  Force 
(NGLTF)  released  its  1991  annual  report  on 
violence  against  gay  men  and  lesbians.  Once 
again  North  Carolina  is  number  one  on  the 
list. 

The  newly  formed  Anti- Violence  and 
Discrimination  Documentation  Committee 
of  the  North  Carolina  Coalition  for  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Equality  (NCCLGE)  receives  grants 
from  OUT  Fund  and  the  Chicago  Resource 
Colter. 

Candidates  filed  to  run  for  1992  U.S. 
Senate  seat  held  by  first  term  Sen.  Terry 
Sanford,  including  Charlotte  Mayor  Sue 
Ellen  Myrick  (R)  and  Lauch  Faircloth  (R). 
Sanford  had  announced  in  December  that  he 
would  run  for  re-election. 

Asheville  won  the  bid  for  the  7th  Annual 
North  Carolina  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride 
March  and  Celebration  for  June  13, 1992. 
This  is  the  first  time  the  annual  event  is 
being  held  outside  the  Triangle  area 
(Raleigh,  Chapel  Hill,  Elurham). 

April 

The  North  Carolina  Committee  of  the 
National  Lesbian  Conference  saw  a  good 
turn-out  of  North  Carolina  lesbians  to  the 
National  Lesbian  Conference  in  Atlanta. 

June 

The  theme  of  the  6th  Annual  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Pride  March  and  Celebration  was 
“Speaking  for  Ourselves:  Twenty  Years  of 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Organizing  in  North 
Carolina.” 

July 

North  Carolina  lesbians  and  gay  men 
mobilized  to  voice  outrage  and  oppxisition  to 
a  decision  by  North  Carolina  Public 
Television  (NCPT)  not  to  air  the  Public 
Broadcasting  Service  (PBS)  presentation  of 
Tongues  Untied,  Marlon  Riggs’s  award-win¬ 
ning  film  on  Black  gay  mar. 

On  July  16,  a  community  protest  demon¬ 
stration  was  held  outside  NCPT’s  Durham 
headquarters.  Later  that  evening,  the  ad  hoc 
Coalition  of  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  had 
two  showings  of  Tongues  Untied  to  coincide 
with  the  national  PBS  broadcast  six  hundred 
people  attended. 

August 

The  AshevUle-based  Southern 
Appalachian  Lesbian  and  Gay  Alliance 
(SALGA)  won  its  year-long  legal  suit 
against  the  North  Carolina  Department  of 
Transportation’s  Adopt-A-Highway 
Program.  Officials  had  refused  to  let 
SALGA  have  a  sign  along  Interstate  40,  as 
other  community  groups  do,  giving  them 
credit  for  keeping  a  two-mile  section  of  the 
highway  clean.  The  state  settled  out  of  court, 
agreeing  to  pay  SALGA’s  attorney  fees  and 
Continued  on  page  11 
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Stand  up  for  Cuba  Now 


Come  Out 

FOR  Cuba 

End  the  blockade  •  No  U.  S.  Intervention 
End  the  travel  ban  •  Close  Guantanamo  naval  base 


The  struggle  for  lesbian  and  gay  liberation 
must  be  a  struggle  against  racism,  poverty 
and  sexism.  It  is  a  struggle  for  equal 
access  to  healthcare,  education  and  human  rights. 
I  believe  we  have  a  lot  to  learn  from  Cuba.” 
-Sonja  DeVries,  San  Francisco 
lesbian  activist  and  writer,  contributing 
writer  to  Gay  Community  News 


Now  is  the  perfect  time  to  call  upon  the  U.S. 
government  to  recognize  the  Cuban  republic,  to 
exchange  ambassadors  and  commence  talks  to 
reduce  the  hostility  of  the  United  States, 
and  bring  about  lawful  exchanges  among  and 
between  citizens  of  both  countries.” 
-Morris  Kight,  Los  Angeles  Convenor, 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Peace  Concerns 


In  Cuba,  healthcare  is  free  and  accessible  to  all. 

Compare  that  to  this  country  where  you  only 
receive  medical  treatment  if  you  can  pay  for  it.” 

-Jorge,  New  York  City  member  of 
Latino  Caucus  of  ACTUP/NY 


When  I  was  in  Cuba,  I  was  amazed  -  there  were  no 
2  homeless  people  on  the  streets,  no  people 

waiting  on  unemployment  lines,  no  signs  of 
the  violence  against  gay  people  or  people  of  color 
that  are  part  of  everyday  life  in  the  United  States. 

I  met  gay  people  in  Cuba  who  urged  me  to  come 
„  back  to  the  U.S.  and  build  a  movement  here 
O  that  demands  an  end  to  US  attacks  on  Cuba.” 

-  Brenda  Sandburg,  Washington,  D.C. 
lesbian  activist,  member  of  the  21st  contingent 
of  the  Venceremos  Brigade 


Partial  ust  of 

INITIATORS  AND 
*  ENDORSERS 


Ramsey  Clark 
Bishop  Thomas  J.  Gumbleton 
Harry  Belafonte 
Alice  Walker 
Ruby  Dee 
Bishop  Paul  Moore 
Frei  Betto 

Rev.  Philip  Berrigan 
Bishop  Walter  Sullivan 
Rev.  Lucius  Walker 
Mario  Obledo 
Toney  Anaya  f 
Eduardo  Galeano 
Sydney  Pollack  ^ 

Kate  Millett 
Martin  Sheen  ^  i 
Peter  Mathiessen  ■' 

Luiz  Inacio  LULA  da  Silva 
Rep.  Maxine  Waters 
Rep.  John  Conyers 
Rep.  Mervyn  Dymally 
Rep.  Gus  Savage 
Prof.  Geoi^ge  Wald 
Ossie  Davis 
Casey  Kasem 
Prof.  Noam  Chomsky 
David  Scondras  ^  "P' 
Gary  Dotterman  % 

Soqja  DeVries  f'; 

Morris  Kight 
Sandra  Levinson 
E.  Faye  Williams 
Elombe  Brath 


s  Haywood  Burns 
Prof.  Brady  Tyson 
Luis  Nieves-Falcon 
.  William  Kunstler 
Michael  Ratner 
Kris  Kristofferson 

W'. 

Margot  Kidder 
William  Winpisinger 
Corliss  Lamont 
Samori  Marksman 


AS  lesbians  and  gay  men,  we  know  how  much  the  U.S.  press  and  the  government  lies  about  our  lives, 
so  why  should  we  believe  the  lies  they  say  about  Cuba.  This  is  the  same  government  that  has  stood  by 
while  hundreds  of  thousands  of  people  have  gotten  sick  or  died  from  AIDS,  the  same  government  that 
denies  the  lesbian  and  gay  community  our  basic  civil  rights  and  the  same  government  that  gives  the  green 
light  to  every  bigot.  The  war  against  Cuba  has  already  cost  us  hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars.  Just  one  ex¬ 
ample  is  the  reactionary  TV  Marti,  which  the  U.S.  uses  to  illegally  beam  broadcasts  into  Cuba.  TV  Marti  has 
already  cost  taxpayers  $40  million  -  people  with  AIDS  could  certainly  put  that  $40  million  to  real  use. 

We  have  to  stand  together  to  demand  an  end  to  the  embargo  against  Cuba,  which  has  hurt  the  Cuban 
people’s  ability  to  obtain  food,  medical  supplies  and  resources  they  need.  And  we  must  say  no  to  any  U.S. 
military  action.  Cuba’s  sovereignty  must  be  respected.  Join  us  on  January  25th. 

TTTTTTVT 


Volunteers  and  Funds  Urgently  Needed  •  Call  (212)  475-6910 


Bob  Schwartz 
Ricardo  Pons 
I;  Leslie  Cagan^ 

Saundra  Shepherd 
Teresa  Gutierrez 
Prof.  Richard  Falk 
Mary  Murray 
Betsy  and  Paul  Mazursky 
Woody  Harrelson 
Jarvis  Tyner 
Esmeralda  Brown 
Ed  Asner 
Rosemari  Mealy 
Gavrielle  Gemma 
Deborah  Jackson 
Karen  Talbot 
Ann  Rubio  Froines 
Wilhelm  Joseph 
Paul  Sweezy 
Ken  Jones 

Antonio  Maceo  Brigade 
Areho 

Casa  de  las  Americas 
Cuba  Information  Project 
National  Network  on  Cuba 
US/Cuba  Medical  Project 
U.S.  Hands  Off  Cuba 
Coalition,  NYC 
Venceremos  Brigade 


Internation 


New  York  City  Rally 
January  25 

2  PM  AT  Javits  Convention  Center 
llTH  Ave.  &  34th  St. 

$10,  $5  students,  unemployed,  fixed  income 


San  Francisco  Rally 
February  1st 

1  PM  AT  Mission  High  School, 

18th  8c  Delores  Sts. 

$5-$25  SLIDING  scale;  For  info:  (415)821-7575 


Lesbian  and  Gay  Committee,  Peace  for  Cuba  International  Appeal  •  36  E.  12th  St.,  6th  Floor,  NY,  NY  10003 
(212)  475-6910  •  FAX  (212)  979-1583  •  Boston;  (617)  424-1176  •  San  Francisco:  (415)  821-7575 


Saturday  •January  18 

N.Y.  comic  Sara  Cytron  •  8pm 

LIP/SYNCH  next  Thursday  with 
$100  cash  prize  to  best  performer. 

INDIGO  thanks  everyone  who  donated  to  the 
1991  Food  Drive.  Your  contribution  Is  greatly 
appreciated  by  many  people 

No  Cover  on  Thursdays 
NO  Cover  til  10:30  on  Fridays  &  Saturdays 


CAMBRIDGE,  MA.  ■ 

Thu  4pni-2ani.  Fri  4pm-2ain.  Sat  9pin-2ani 
823  Main  Street.  Cambridge.  MA  617. 497. 7200 


SARA  Cytron 


New  York  Lesbian  Comic 


“Funny,  shurp... Cytron  can  act  and  she  can 
write  with  crucial  tough-mindedness  and 
urgency.”  -The  village  Voice 

“An  intelligent,  shar^  comic.  Wry,  insightful 
and  very  funny  -The  Provincelown  Paper 


ONE  NIGHT 
ONLY! 


Saturday  •  January  18  •  8  PM 

Also  Appearing 

storyteller  Denise  McDuffy-Bentley 

INDIGO 

823  Main  Street  In  Cambridge 
$7.50  •  For  information, 
call  (617)  497-7200 

ADVANCE  TICKET  SALES  AT  THE  NIGHT  STAGE  BOX  OFFICE  AND  ALL  TICKETMASTER  LOCATIONS. 
TO  CHARGE  BY  PHONE.  CALL  (617)  931-2000.  ADVANCE  TICKET  PURCHASE  SUGGESTED. 


FOR  .VLl.  i  HOSF  AFFIX  I  FU  M\  AIDS 


For  persons  with  AIDS  n  |  I 

For  their  family  and  friends 
For  those  in  the  healing  professions  ^ 

For  those  who  aerfraida^  angry 
For  those  who  wish  it  would  go  away 
For  all  who  seek  Gods  healing  power 

Prayers  /  Laying  on  cf  hands 
Homily:  Sister  Zita  M.  Fleming,  CSJ. 

Director,  Office  of  AIDS  Mkeiry  Archdiocese  of  Bostos 
Music  by  the  Cathedral  Choir 
Free-will  offering  /  Reception  /  ASL  interpreted 
Park  Street  MBTA  stop  Information:  (617)  482-5800 

TUESDAY  •  JANUARY  14, 1992  •  7:30  PM 
The  Cathedral  Church  of  St.  Paul 

138  Tiemoot  Street  *  BoAon,  MuuchusetU 
Cosponsored  by  Ecumenical  Task  Force  on  AIDS,  Inc.  (617)  628-7665 
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let  the  organization  participate  in  the  pro¬ 
gram  with  their  full  name  on  a  roadside  sign. 

October 

Asheville  and  Raleigh  (the  state  capital) 
held  historic,  first-time  lesbian  and  gay  spon¬ 
sored  forums  for  candidates  running  for  Adr 
respective  city  councils.  In  Asheville,  all  the 
candidates  raised  their  hands  whoi  asked  if 
they  would  support  inclusion  of  sexual  orien¬ 
tation  in  the  non-discrimination  clause  of  the 
city  employment  policy. 

The  lOth  Anniversary  National  Paroits 
and  Friraids  of  Lesbians  and  Gays  (PFLAG) 
Convraition  was  held  in  Charlotte.  It  was  a 
huge  success  in  ^ite  of  voy  visible  opposi¬ 
tion  from  Charlotte’s  most  radical  anti-gay 
group,  the  Concerned  Charlotteans,  and 
Jesse  Helms’  expression  of  anti-gay  hatred  in 
his  political  campaigning  and  in  the  U.S. 
Senate. 

November 

Joe  Herzenberg,  the  only  openly  gay, 
elected  official  in  North  Carolina,  won  a  sec¬ 
ond  four-year  tenn  on  the  Chapel  Hill  Town 
Council.  He  was  also  appointed  Mayor  Pro 
Tern  by  fellow  council  membas. 

Herzenbo'g  announced  that  the  annual 
National  Conferraice  of  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Elected  and  Appointed  Officials  will  be  held 
in  Chapel  Hill  in  November  1992. 

In  a  case  that  could  have  national  implica¬ 
tions  for  battles  to  establish  and  maintain 
anonymous  HIV  testing  programs,  ACT  UP 
Triangle  challenged  the  North  Carolina 
Commission  for  Health  Services’  decision  to 
restrict  anonymous  HIV  testing.  Judge 
Brenda  B.  Becton’s  ruling  leaves  that  status 
of  anonymous  testing  on  hold  until  Fdnuary, 
1992.  Beetpn  refused  the  request  by  state 
attorneys  to  dismiss  the  case.  She  also  would 
not  issue  a  preliminary  injunction  rdnstating 
anonymous  testing  in  all  100  North  Carolina 
county  health  departments,  as  ACT  UP  had 
requested.  Anonymous  testing  has  been 
restricted  to  18  coimties  since  S^t  1991. 

ACT  UP  and  AIDS  savice  organizations 
are  presently  attempting  to  educate  the  com¬ 
munity  on  the  difference  between  anony¬ 
mous  and  confidential  testing. 

December 

Triad  and  Triangle  area  gay/lesbian 
activists  and  their  supporters  joined  the 
growing  nationwide  movement  to  pressure 
Cracker  Barrel  Restaurants  into  rescinding 
their  anti-gay/lesbian  employment  practices. 
The  group  held  “sip-ins,”  where  protestors 
ordered  only  drinks  and  took  up  restatirant 
seating  for  hours  in  Burlington  and  in 
Greoisboro.  The  Triad  Coalition  to  Boycott 
Cracker  Barrel  is  planning  nonviolent  acts  of 

civil  disobedience  in  addition  to  the  “sip- 
** 

ms. 

In  Charlotte,  First  Tuesday  members  con¬ 
tinued  to  hold  their  protests  the  first  Sunday 
of  every  month  at  their  local  Cracker  Barrel 
store  on  the  Billy  Graham  Parkway.  The 
North  Carolina  toycott  campaign  got  a  big 
boost  when  North  Carolina  NOW  formally 
joined  the  effort. 

North  Carolina  Lesbian  and  Gay  Political 
Action  Committee  forms  North  Carolina 
Pride  PAC.  Officially  beginning  in  1992, 
they  will  raise  money  to  give  candidates  who 
support  lesbian  and  gay  civil  rights. 

North  Carolina  got  a  seat  on  die  National 
Steoing  Committee  for  1992  March  on 
Washington  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Civil 
Rights,  April  25, 1993.  □ 

Mandy  Carter  is  director  of  the  North 
Carolina  Lesbian  and  Gay  Political  Action 
Agenda. 
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equivalent”  guidelines  for  infected  workers 
(see  GCN,  Vol.  19,  No.  13).  While  CDC 
guidelines  currently  call  for  infected  workers 
to  refrain  from  performing  “exposure  prone” 
invasive  procedures,  those  guidelines  are 
undo-  review,  and  a  number  of  state  health 
departments  have  declined  to  adopt  them.  A 
draft  revision  of  guidelines  prepared  by  the 
CDC  would  eliminate  the  presumption  that 
an  infected  worker  should  refrain  from  care¬ 
giving  activities,  and  would  instead  decide 
each  case  on  an  individual  basis. 

Reproductive  choice 

Congress  approved  several  pro-choice  ini¬ 
tiatives  this  year,  but  none  became  law 
because  President  Bush  vetoed  or  threatened 
to  veto  all  of  them.  Presidoit  Bush  vetoed 
the  Labor-HHS  appropriations  bill  because  it 
contained  a  provision  barring  enforcement  of 
die  “gag  rule”  which  {xohibits  federally 
funded  family  plarming  clinics  from  advising 
their  patients  about  abortion.  An  attempt  to 
ovOTide  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
failed  by  twelve  votes  (see  GCN,  Vol.  19, 
No.  19). 

Congress  has  also  approved  separate  legis¬ 
lation  to  repeal  the  gag  rule,  and  voted  this 
year  to  include  Medicaid  funding  for  abor¬ 
tions  in  cases  of  rape  and  incest,  to  allow  the 
District  of  Columbia  to  fund  abortions  with 
local  funds,  and  to  allow  ovoseas  military 
pCTSonnel  to  have  abortions  at  their  own 
expense  in  military  ho^itals.  □ 

Stephen  Smith  is  the  Legislative  Director 
at  the  Human  Rights  Campaign  Fund. 

Promoting 

Continued  from  backpage 

ty  to  mainstream  audioices.  From  our  1992 
pCTspective,  some  of  these  are  as  funny  and 
distanced  as  Mack  Sermet’s  jerky-framed 
Keystone  Kops  comedies  of  the  1920s. 

But  the  historical  reality  of  Homo  Promo 
—  its  true  emotional  subtext  —  is  quite  dif- 
fCT»iL  All  of  these  films,  and  especially  the 
ones  released  before  1970,  were  tremoidous- 
ly  important  to  lesbian  and  gay  audiences. 
Wien  I  turned  to  my  fiiend  and  said  that 
Spartacus  was  the  film  that  “made  me  a 
homosexual,”  I  was  not  kidding.  The  experi- 
raice  of  seeing  a  film  like  The  Balcony  (in 
the  Paramount  Theater  in  Plainfield,  New 
Jersey;  one  of  the  few  “art  theatCTs”  in  the 
state  at  the  time)  was  deqily  important  and 
formative  to  me.  Although  movies  like  Tea 
and  Sympathy  and  The  Children’s  Hour  por¬ 
trayed  their  lesbian  and  gay  characters  as 
victims  —  hell.  Victim!  put  it  right  on  the 
line  in  its  title  —  all  of  these  films  brought  a 
visibility  to  a  lesbian  and  gay  existence  in  an 
age  of  almost  no  electronic  media  rqrresen- 
tation.  And,  interestingly  enough,  they  all 
deal  explicitly  with  the  devastating  effects  of 
homophobia  on  gay  lives,  which  is  more 
than  you  can  say  for  a  lot  of  movies  today. 

To  watch  Homo  Promo  is  to  see  a  progres¬ 
sion  not  only  in  the  ability  of  filmakers  to 
deal  with  lesbian  and  gay  subject  mattCT  but 
to  also  see  the  progression  we  have  made  as 
a  community  in  understanding  and  interpret¬ 
ing  this  matraial.  The  resonance  of  an  emo¬ 
tionally  elusive  film  like  Bergman’s  Persona 
(which  completely  eluded  me  in  1966;  I 
didn’t  know  what  Ae  fuck  it  was  about)  are 
now  clearer  and  more  potent.  Even  the 
campy  excesses  of  Something  for  Everyone 
(with  Angela  Lansbury  as  a  distressed 
European  countess  with  sexually  advanced 
children  and  a  lesbian  masseuse)  seems  as 
edged,  but  friendlier  now. 

If  thae  is  a  problem  with  Homo  Promo,  it 
is  that  its  24  snippets  make  us  want  to  see  all 
of  the  films;  it  offers  us  only  teasing  insights 
and  glimpses  into  a  complex  and  complicat¬ 
ed  world  of  lesbian  and  gay  cultural  history. 
The  dght  full-length  films  Aat  are  also  being 
screened  are  not  to  be  missed,  but  like  all 
eno^zing  exp)eriences.  Homo  Promo  leaves 
us  wanting  more.  □ 

Living 

Continued  from  frontpage 

We  have  struggled  hard  to  draw  the  line 
back  through  history  and  find  ourselves,  to 
make  ourselves  visible  where  everyone  else 
tried  to  say  we  did  not  exist.  I  want,  like 
many  Native  Am«ican  nations  do,  to  draw 
the  line  seven  generations  into  the  future.  I 
want  to  feel  that  what  I  do  now  has  reso¬ 
nance  thCTe,  when  my  eyes  are  closed  and 
the  bones  no  longer  ache  but  are  ash.  The 
death  that  seans  to  be  haunting  us  is  one  to 
fear,  one  to  hate.  But  if  I  can  go  back  to  the 
place  where  I  dance  inside,  before  self-am- 
sciousrress  came  and  bittoness  and  sophis¬ 
tication,  perhaps  I  can  live  for  the  adventure 
of  the  city,  for  the  new  year.  □ 

Jewelle  Gomez  is  the  author  of  the 
recently-published  novel.  The  Gilda  Stories. 
She  grew  up  in  Boston. 
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YOU’VE  TRIED  THE  REST... 
COME  BACK  TO  THE  BEST! 


TALKING  PERSONALS 

1  -900-407-3900 

Everywhere  $2/min. 

•  MUST  BE  18! 

VISA  OR  MC-HAVE  YOUR  CREDIT  CARD  READY! 

1-800-669-DATE 

$2/min  +50<P  service  charge  per  call-Touch-Tone  phone  required 


Gay  owned  and  operated.  More  info:  (305)  565-4455,  Ext:  1803 


©NEN,  Inc.,  1991  S1.95min 
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NALS  TOO! 
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THIS  MAHRIAL  IS  PART  OF  THE  FRAMELINE  FILM  ARCHIVE  COUEaiON  OF  FILMS  OF  HISTORICAL  INTEREST  TO  THE  LESBIAN  I 
GAY  COMMUNITY.  FRAMELINE  IS  A  SAN  FRANOSCO-BASED  NON-PROFIT  LESBIAN  AND  GAY  MEDIA  ARTS  ORGANIZATION 


1  -900-884-2288 

S2min 


HAVE  SOME 
FUN! 


Personals 

Confessions 

Fontosies 


1  -900-FUN 
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1 992  Supplements 

1 992  is  here!  But  it's  not  too  iate  to  reserve  space  in  our 
monthly  supplements,  in  fact,  weVe  only  just  finished 
planning  our  monthly  supplement  schedule  for  the  first  half 
of  1992.  GCN  will  be  brimming  with  a  diverse  array  of 
engaging  and  provocative  monthly  supplements  and  we 
don't  want  you  to  miss  out  on  a  single  one.  GCN  offers  pre¬ 
payment  incentives  galore!  Don't  wait,  call  now  for  a  1992 
GCN  Media  Kit  and  Supplement  Schedule.  61 7/426-4469 


Personals 


Announcements 


Volunteers 


GCN  REPLY  BOXES 


Rei4i 

GCN 


iet  to  GCN  Boxcf  should  be  addressed  to 
^x#,  Commun^  Newi,  62  Beikel^ 


St.,  Boston,  MA  02116.  This  applies  to  I 


Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O.  Boxes.  Mail  ma^  be 
addressed  to  GCN  boxes  for  weeks  after  the  issue 
in  which  it  appears.  Check  carefully  to  be  sure 
you  have  the  correct  box  numberl 


ALTERNATIVE 

LIFESTYLES 

1-900-740-6600 

Private  mailboxes  $1.39 


LESBIAN  SLUT 

Seeking  hot  dyke  who  can  plav  hard,  dance  hard 
aid  fiick  hard.  Listen  to  Danielle  Dax,  go  to  clinic 
defenses,  watch  101  Dabruuicms.  You  must  appre¬ 
ciate  red  lipstick,  merced  nipples  and  combat 
boots  in  a  woman.  Been  around  the  block  a  few 
times?  Write  me;  GCN  Box  1999.  (29) 


1902 

..A  brand  new  ^«ar  (sigh).  I’m  young,  single,  not 
white  and  relatively  fim.  What  more  could  a  pro¬ 
gressive  gay  boy  ask  for?  A  little  romance?  A  Ut- 
Uefun?Wrie.  GCAT  Box  144  (27) 


SencJ 

someone  a 
Valentine’s 
Day 

message  in 
GCN’s 
Personal 
column. 


Lonely  gay  men  and  women— let 
us  help  you  find  your  life’s  mate. 
Send  SASE  to  Mr.  Montgomery. 
610-A  East  Battiefleld,  Suite 
183,  Springfield,  MO  65807. 


OBERUN  ALUMNI 

Join  the  largest  official  lesbian,  gay,  bisexual 
alumni  group.  Regional  meetings,  campus 
reunions,  unewsletter.  OLGBA,  Oberl^  Alumni 
Association,  Bosworth  Hall,  Obeilin,  OH  44074. 

(25) 


CATHOUC  LESBIANS 

Conference  for  Catholic  Lesbians  (CCL).  10th 
Aimiversary  National  Conference,  ^ston  Area. 
July  17-20,  ’92.  Contact  CCL-6N,  PO  Box  436, 
Planetarium  Station,  NY,  NY  10024  or  (607)  432- 
9295.  (25) 


INTENTIONAL  COMMUNITY 

We  ate  a  group  committed  to  non-violent  social 
change,  pnsorud  growth,  and  itKlusive,  rxin-patti- 
archsj  spirituality.  We  seek  others  who  want  to 
live  together  and  share  resources,  income, 
insights  and  spiritual  times.  We  ate  expecially 
interested  in  women  and  people  of  color.  CaU 
Orris  or  Robert  at  666-9288. 


FREE  PETS! 

Two  hermit  crabs  with  bowl,  food,  etc.  Free  to 
good  home,  especially  with  Idds.  Call  Laura  at 
GCN,426^44«. 


Movers 


POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Complete  moving  service.  7  days  a  week.  New 
and  used  boxes.  Inside  heated  storage  lockers. 
Truck  and  equipment  rentals.  We  load/unload 
your  truck.  52-0826 


For  Sale 


EXCLUSIVELY  FOR  INMATES 

We  have  everything  wholesale  from  TVs  to 
sneakers  and  socks.  FREE  Brochure:  Inside 
Shopper  219  P  Berlin  Rd  Suite  185,  Cherry  Hill, 
NJ  08034-3534  (3) 


SANTA  BARBARA 

Foremost  catering  and  event  planning  business. 
Established  in  1979.  Stable  affluent  client  list. 
Well  equipped  Idtchoi  and  offices.  Good  lease. 
Documented  profit  margin.  Call  Val  Leonard 
(805)  963-8944 


GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  CLASSIFIEDS 

headline  (optional) 

BOLD _ 

max.  30  characters 

FLAMER _ 

max.  20  characters 

COPY 


■ASIC  COST 

□  Business: 

$10  for  1st  25  words;  .504  for  each  addtl  word 


$ _ per  ad  x _ (number  of  runs)  $. 

G  Non-Business; 

$7  for  1st  25  words;  254  for  each  addtl  word 
$ _ per  ad  x _ (number  of  runs)  $_ 

HEADLINES 

□  Flamer  $3.50  x _ (number  of  runs)  $_ 

□  Bold  $2.00  X _  (number  of  rutjs)  $_ 

DISCOUNTS 

10-20  Consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10%  $_ 

21-30  Consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15%  $_ 

31+  Consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20%  $_ 

BOX  SERVICE 

□  Pick-up  box.  $5  for  6  weeks  $_ 

G  Forwarding  box.  $7  for  six  weeks  $_ 

BOXED  DISPLAY  CLASSIFIEDS 

G  $20  per  column  inch, _ finches  x  $20  $ _ 


TOTAL  $. 


CATEGORY 

□  PERSONALS 

□  ANNOUNCEMENTS 

□  HELP  WANTED 

□  HOUSING  WANTED 

□  ROOMMATE  WANTED 

□  APARTMENTS 

□  VACATIONS 

□  MASSAGE 

□  FOR  SALE 

□  PUBUCATIONS 

□  ORGANIZATIONS 

□  SERVICES 

□  MOVERS 

□  OTHER _ 


Name _ _ _ 

Address _ _ _ 

City _ State _ Zip _ Phone _ 

Deadline  for  Classifieds  is  Friday  at  3  pjn.  for  the  next  Friday's  edition.  Ml  ads  must  be  prepaid. 
Ml  display  ads  must  be  camera  ready  unless  alternative  plans  have  been  made.  No  ads  accepted 
over  the  telephone.  Please  clip  and  return  this  ad  form  with  payment  to  GCN  Classifieds,  62  Berkley 
St.,  Boston,  MA,  02116.  VisalMasterCard  accepted. 


GCN  NEEDS  YOUR  HELP. 

GCN  began  as  a  volunteer  tun  organization,  arxi 
we  still  depend  heavily  on  volunteers.  In  fact,  our 
survival  now  depends  on  more  people-powcrt  To 
firxl  out  how  you  can  get  involved,  call  426-4469 
and  ask  for  a  volunteer  informationa  package. 
This  will  give  you  a  better  sense  of  now  our 
ofBce  works  and  the  type  of  help  we  need.  Below 
are  some  critical  ways  to  get  involved  right  away. 


ANYONE  CAN  AUDIT. 

GCN  needs  volunteers  for  our  audit  of  the  1991 
books.  If  you  can  add,  you  are  qualified  to  help. 
Please  consider  giving  one  day  to  GCN  on  a 
Saturday.  LutKh  is  provided.  Learn  new  skills, 
meet  new  people,  and  provide  invaluable  help  to 
GCN. 


PLAN  A  BENEFIT 

Enter  the  thrilling  world  of  events  planning.  Gain 
valuable  experience  while  mobUizirig  the  com¬ 
munity  to  support  GCN. 


PURSUE  PROOFREADING 

GCN  always  needs  diligent  rcados  to  make  sure 
no  typos  make  their  way  into  publication.  Are 
you  good  at  catching  errors?  This  job  might  pro¬ 
vide  uni^e  satisfaction  for  you.  Proofing  hap¬ 
pens  on  Weds  aixl  Thurs.  night  every  week. 


OUTWRfTE’92  IN  BOSTON. 

OutWrite  ’92  Planning  Committee  seeks  eager 
beavers  and  diligent  domo  homos  to  serve  on 
conference  working  groups.  OutWrite  ’92,  the 
national  lesbian  and  gay  writers  confracncc,  will 
be  here  March  20-22, 1992  in  Boston  aixl  will  be 
co-sponsored  by  Out/Look  and  Gay  Community 
News.  Info;  (617)  695-0511 

We  want 
it  hard. 

WE  HAVE  ALL  THE 
SOFTWARE  WE  NEED, 

BUT  WE  COULD  USE 
SOME  MAC  AND  IBM 
COMPUTER  HARDWARE. 

Have  you  upgraded  your 
system?  Can't  find  a  use  for  your 
Mac  Plus?  Other  computer 
equipment?  Maybe  you  Just  feel 
generous?  Why  not  make  a  tax- 
deductible  contribution  to 
Bay  Community  News 

Call  426-4469. 


...Since  early 
childhood  people 
ha  ve  marveled  at 
your  Incredible  ,  _ 

stuffing  skills... 

Let  us  put  those  skills*^^^^^ 

to  good  use.  Seriously, 

iii  ^ 

our  Circulation  dept. 

has  large  volume  w||l 

mailinas  to  do  each 

and  every  week  we 

could  really  use  your  W 

help.  Call  Dawn  426-  ^  n 

4469 

Services 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund  &  Associates,  P.C. 

•  David  R.  Lund  •  Barbara  Macy 
•  Therese  a  Young 

Crimmal  Defense  •  Estate  Planning/ 

Wills  •  Real  Estate  Transactioos  •  Domestic 
Relationships  •  Discriminaticn  •  Probate  of  Estates  • 
Driving  Under  the  Influence  •  Business 
Representation  •  Relationship  Agreements  •  Civil 
Litigation  •  General  Pracitice  of  Law  •  Condo 
Conversion 

529  Newbury  St.  •  Boston  •  (617)  266-0760 


SEEKING  LOVE,  LUST  OR 
LEATHERMEN7 

Low  cost  matching  service  plus  wiD  find  ‘^our 
stud”  for  199211  For  info  and  application,  write 
B.D.  Referrals,  251  W.  Central  St.,  Stc.  184 
Natick,  MA  01760.  (28) 


You 

stuff, 

Don't 

you? 

Bring  4  friends  to  help 
us  stuff  the  paper  on 
Friday  nights,  and  well 
disseminate  your  political 
propaganda  for  Free 

Call  426-4469  for  more  details. 


Reach  a  committed, 
intelligent  and  politically 
aware  reader 
by  advertising  in  GCN’s 
Women  Owned  Businesses 
section.  Your  business  can 
benefit  from  weekly  prime 
ad  placement  in  the  pages 
of  GCN.  We’re  offering 
special  pre-payment 
incentives,  too.  Don't  miss 
out!  Call  Trixi  for  details  at 
617/426-4469 


FILE  WITH 
US  FOR 
PEACE 
OF  MIND 

Across  the  country  people  are  using  the 
EZ  PEACE  form  to  turn  their  tax  dollars 
from  war  to  peace. 

The  Alternative  Revenue  Service: 

A  Chance  for  Change. 
Organizers  packet  ($5  each),  EZ  PEACE 
form  and  campaign  details  available  from: 
ARS,  339  Lafayette  St.,  NY,  NY  10012 
800/955-PEACE 


Buying  a  used  VW? 

Complete  Pre-purchase  Evaluation 


GOLF • JETTA 
QUANTUM 


Foimmly  Coop  Garage 


$50 

We  service 
NISSAN -HONDA  • 
SAAB  -TOYOTA 
VW- VOLVO 

106  PleasarTt  Street 
WalBilown  Square 
(617)  023-0941 
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Roommates 


Housing  Needed 


TRY  Gears 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE  AD 

All  roommate  and  house¬ 
mate  ads  that  are  prepaid 
for  two  weeks 
we  will  run  until  you 
find  a  roommate. 

Ads  are  not  automatically  renewed. 
You  must  call  in  every  additional  week 
you  want  the  ad  to  run.  Phone  calls 
for  renewals  will  be  accepted  on 
Fridays  urrtil  3  pm.  426-4469. 


EAST  ARUNOTON— WALK  TO  T 

2  lesbians  plus  cat  seek  lesbian  2S-»-  to  share  our 
home.  Good  communication,  sense  of  humor, 
open  to  mdal  diversity.  No  smoke,  drags,  mini¬ 
mum  alcohol.  Beautiful,  spacious  apartment. 
4366+,  643-2426.  (6) 


PORTER-DAVIS  SO 

2  LF  seek  F  for  Mendly  indq)endent  household, 
nice  big  imartmenL  WA),  driveway.  No  smoke, 
$330+,  643-5905.  (27) 


HARVARD  SQUARE  AREA 

LF  seeks  25+  LF,  Bi  or  SF  to  share  2  bedroom 
are.  5  min  from  Harvard  Square.  W/D  and  fire¬ 
place.  No  smoking.  $337.50  utilities  included. 
CaU  864-6609 


GREAT  Q/UBIF  JP  HOUSE 
seeking  responsible  GM  housemate.  Common 
space  large  rooms,  parking  near  T,  W/D. 
Independent  friendly  houshold.  No  smoke  or  pets. 
Rent  is  low  $237/mo.  Come  see  iti  522-7411. 

(25) 


LOVELY  CONVENIENT  SPLIT  RANCH 

3LF  and  2  cats  (no  more  please)  seek  fouth. 
Suburb,  5  min.  to  Tufts,  10  to  Davis  Sq.  and 
Cambrige,  near  RL  93.  Lovely  2  1/2  bath  home, 
huge  yai^  gardens,  patio,  all  amenities,  fireidace, 
storage,  parking  ,  separate  phone  line.  Non  smok¬ 
er,  3^  desired.  $330+,  security.  Available  imme¬ 
diately.  721-2326. 


A  GREAT  HOME  FOR  $75 

MELROSE:  Small  furnished  room  w/skylight  in 
large,  updated,  fine  Victorian  home.  Central  air, 
washer/dryer,  offstree  parking,  cable  deck,  gar¬ 
dens  and  many  extras,  ^joy  the  quiety,  security, 
spaciousness  of  the  suburbs  while  only  17  min¬ 
utes  to  downtown  Boston  from  convenient  T  stop. 
Nonsmoking  male.  $75  weekly  including  utilities. 
665-608Z 


Roommate  wanted — seeking  gay  male  to  share 
lO-room  Victorian  home  with  owner.  Rutiished 
bedroom  avilaUe.  5  minute  walk  to  Red  Line  T. 
$350  includes  all.  (617)  288-4034. 


HOME  NEAR  WORCESTER 
seeking  L  for  4-bedtoom  home  in  Shrewsbury. 
Available  immediately.  Parking,  washer/dryer, 
cable.  Irtdependere  household,  S^S/month,  reus 
utiltities.  Leave  message.  (508)  842-1020.  find) 


Roommate,  M  or  F,  wanted  to  share  spacious 

townhouse  with  spectacular  city  view  in  JP.  For 
$450/month  +  utilties,  you  get  your  own  bed¬ 
room,  study  and  bathroom.  Pets  welcome. 
AvaUaUe  Fefr  IsL  Call  Kate  at  524-2441  (26) 


SOMERVILLE 

$ISI0+  small  room  in  house.  Parking.  1  1/2  bath¬ 
rooms.  25  minute  walk  to  Harvard.  Buses  to 
Davis  and  Lechtneie.  M/F.  No  smoke/pets.  666- 
1331.  (26) 


Apartments 


Forthill  $550.  New  Reno.  Ht-HW-Elec  incl.  1 
Bcdrm.  apt  DW  &  laundry,  (^re  street.  427-3350 

(25) 


TOWNHOUSE 

Spacious  2  bedroom,  2  1/2  baths,  deck,  a/c,  wash¬ 
er/dryer,  dishwasher,  fireplace,  parking,  (Quincy 
near  x-way  A  T.  No  fee.  $850.  CaU  508-948-3988 


JAMAICA  PLAIN  2  BR 

in  2  family  house  on  safe,  quiet  dead-end  sL  Near 
pond,  arb,  T.  Hardwood  floors,  wainscoting,  EIK 
w/pantry.  LR/DR,  W/D  lesbian  own  +  occ.  Pets 
neg.  Non-smokers,  please.  $700+  522-2251.  (27) 

Cambridge — great  locatiani  3  bedroom  duplex; 

?[uairu  l50  year  old  house;  2  fireplaces;  smaU 
etKed  yeard;  $900/monih,  reasonable  utilities. 
CaU  Grace  (603)  869-3978.  (26) 

East  Boston,  large  two  bedroom  apartment  near  T. 

Needs  TLC.  WiU  negotiate.  $450  month.  CaU 
Angela  944-9501.  (26) 


28  year  old  Les  Miz  actor  needs  furnished  room 
with  kitchen  and  lautxby  privileges  close  to  Wang 
Theatre.  Febuary  17-Mar^  2.  I^«ve  message  for 
Josh.  (201)  868-3243  (29) 


Wanted 


DICTIONARIES 

We  need  them  for  the  prisoner  prefect  in  a  BIG 
way.  If  you  come  across  a  lot  of  riie^  diction- 
aires  (or  even  a  few)  and  want  to  said  them  our 
way,  ^eaae  do.  They  are  invaluable  to  prisoners. 
Th^  can  be  dropped  off  at  the  Red  Bookstore  or 
at  GCN.  Please  caU  426-4469  if  you  have  any 
questions. 


Publications 


OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation's 
oldest  women's  newsjoumal.  Analysis,  reviews, 
conference  coverage,  and  news-on  health,  femi¬ 
nist  theory,  reproductive  tights,  civU  rights  and 
political  work  among  working,  disabled,  incarcer¬ 
ated,  red  and  poor  women,  womoi  of  color,  les¬ 
bians  and  women  from  every  continent.  $15/11 
issues 


THE  OTHER  SIDE  OF  THE  STORY 

That's  what  you  get  inside  every  issue  of  IN 
THESE  TIMES,  We've  built  our  reputation  on 
addressing  the  issues  the  mainstream  media 
ignores,  arid  that's  why  our  unique  point  of  view 
has  bem  trusted  by  thousands  of  readers  for  fif¬ 
teen  years.  Experience  the  very  best  in  altonative 
American  journalism  by  ordering  a  sample  copy 
today.  Write:  IN  THESE  TIMES.  2040  N^. 
MUwaukee  Ave.,  Chicago,  IL  60647  or  subscribe 
toU  free  from  anywhere  in  the  U.S.:  (800)  435- 
0715.  GIVE  US  A  TRY.  WE  LL  GIVE  YOU 
THE  VIEW  FROM  THE  OTHER  SIDR 


WOMEN'S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since 
1983.  Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and 
abroad.  Subscriptions:  $15/U.S.,  $18/Canada, 
$25finstitutions.  Free  sample  on  request  THE 
WOMEN'S  REVIEW,  Wellesley  Women's 
Research  Center,  WeUesley,  MA  021 8I.(ex) 


LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of 
commentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor 
by  and  for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are 
s^  politicaL  but  not  necessarily  correct  Sample 
$1.50  sub.  $6  more  U/less  if.  Lek^on,  584  Cas^, 
No.  236G,  SF,  CA  94114.  (18.35) 


BROOMSTICK 

A  quarterly  national  feminist  jwlitical  journal  by, 
for,  and  about  women  ova  forty.  3543  1 8th  St 
#3,  San  Fmacisco,  CA  94110.  Yearly  subscrip¬ 
tions:  U.S.  :  $15,  Canada,  $20,  (U.S.  fundsL 
Overseas  and  Institutions  $25.  Sample  copy  $5. 
Free  to  incarcerated  women  ova  forty. 


Aocommodaliona,  ADSMV  rMOuroaa,  ban, 
bookatoraa,  various  buslnsasas,  hsaNh  cars, 
lagal  safvieaa,  orBaniza1ians,pubiioaiuitM, 
raCfllous  grouM  swkchboaida,  thsrapisls, 
kaval  agaiUs,  A  much  mors,  lor  gay  woman 
and  man. 

AS  pnoBs  bolow  INCLUDE  FIRST  CLASS 
POST  AGE  to  USA  Canada  t  Maxioo.  iri 
saatad,  diacrasi  anvolofiss.  Mailing  lists  ara 
stiictiy  conMantM. 

Oidara  hom  ouaxte  USA  (including  Canada  t 
Maidcol:  paymanl  must  be  in  US  Funds  payaUu 
on  a  US  bank,  or  by  Post  Olfce  or  Amancan 
Express  money  order.  (We  suggest  you  by  a 
bcal  bookstore  Irat,  to  avoid  possibia  Customs 
prabtamsl) 

USrCANAOA  Canada  and  USA  lor  woman  A 
man.  CSy  by  cky  inlormalion  tor  aS  US  Stalas, 
Canadian  Provinces,  and  the  US  Virgin  Isisnds. 
plus  nalionwlds  resources  including 
naarkyiarters  o<  national  organiralions  and 
caucusasjxjbications.  mail  order  comparves, 

SIC  nkbd;  oulsids  N.  Amarioa  $17  (abman 
NEWYORKMEWJERSEV.NY  ANJ;  separWs 
Worrank  Section:  Manhattan  bar  notes  by  Jerry 
Fszpasrick.  SSjOO;  outside  N.  America 

SOUTHERN/Soulham  Midwest  64  pr^es  AL 
AZ.  AH.  FL.  GA  KS,  KY,  LA.  MS.  MOrNVL  NC, 

OK,  PR.  SC,  TN.  TX.  US  Virgin  Islands.  VA 
$5.00;  outside  N.  Amarita  $•  (ainnwl) 
NORTHEAST  CT.  DE.  DC.  ME.  MA  NH.  OH  A 
PA  RI.VT.WV.  $5.00;  ousidaN.  America  $8  * 
(ainnaig 

RENAISSANCE  HOUSE,  BOX  2S2-GCN 
VALAGE  STATION,  NEW  YORK,  NY 
1001A4»t2  (212)  67441120 


Send 

someone  a 
Valentine’s 
Day 

message  in 
GCN’s 
Personal 
column. 


PRISONERS 

SEEKING 

FRIENDS 

I’m  looking  for  a  gay  male  aged  34-40  to 
build  a  friendship  and  future  relationship 
with  honest,  caring,  sincere,  respectable 
Black  male.  Sonny  Hardy  #077037,  Martin 
Correctional  Institution,  IMB  #838,  1150 
S.W.  Allapattan,  Indian  Town,  FL  34956- 

4397 _ _ 

GBM  inmate,  thought  of  changing  my  name 
to  Loneliness.  Please  need  to  hear  from  otha 
gays.  Color  unimportanL  I  will  answa  all! 
Angelo  Williams  #80B1329,  POBox  500, 

ElmiTA  NY  14902 _ 

GWM  age  30,  “Italian  Stallion”  into  fitness 
and  the  fina  things  in  life  seeks  pen  pal  18- 
35  w/  hard  body  &  warm  heart.  Michael 
Pitts,  H-13228,  #846  Birchall  wesL  P.O.  Box 
441  Chino  California,  91708-0441 


32  Black  man  with  brown  eyes.  I  like  to 
write  poetry.  I’d  like  to  hear  from  anyone 
who  is  sincere  and  don’t  play  games.  Charles 
Brown  88-A-4864,  P.O.  Box  149,  Attica 

New  York  14011 _ 

GWM,  into  bodybuilding  and  the  outdoors. 
Looking  for  real  relationship.  Only  serious 
need  write.  Doug  Justice  #260861,  PO  Box 
520  A-13-5  Wmg,  Walla  WallA  WA  99362 


41,  BGM,  likes  to  play  scrabble,  reading 
novels,  rollerskating,  and  playing  chess. 
Alvin  Bostick  #A232-618,  Man  C.I.  PO  Box 
1368,  Mansfield,  OH  44901 


Black  bisexual  male  I'd  like  to  hear  from 
someone  in  the  free  world  who  has  feelings. 
Will  answa  all  lettas.  Robert  Lee  Andason, 
1640  Hicks  St  Augusta,  GA  30904 


I  enjoy  all  forms  of  sex  except  SM.  Can’t 
write  to  prisoners.  Gary  Lee  McDonald, 
#82306,  Star  Route,  Box  22-B,  Tucka,  Ark., 

72168 _ 

Unptretendous  Scorpio,  top.  Desires  meeting 
gays,  bis,  TVs,  TS’s  who  value  intimate 
frien^hip.  Let’s  hug.  F.  Brown,  #A147749, 
PO  Box  511,  Col.  OH  43216 

Would  like  to  meet  individuals  who  are  open 
minded,  sincae  with  a  sense  of  humor  and 
who  enjoys  adventurous  things  in  life.  Can’t 
write  prisoners.  Leondras  KnighL  PO  Box 
8540,  Pembroke  Pines,  FL  33024 


Bi  Afro-Amaican  male  attentive  and  well 
vased  in  the  etiquette  of  all  sexual  styles 
sincere  full  time  fun  loving  homosexual. 
Ronnie  Davis  #40308  (HU3B-29),  Route  2 
Box,  2222,  Minaal  PoinL  MO  636iw 


I  like  to  write  just  to  have  something  to  do. 
Stay  sweet.  Anthony  L.  Sanders,  MSP, 
#70603,  Cell  B-053,  Unit-32-B -Building, 

Paichman,  Miss.  38738 _ 

Radical  anarchisL  kmely  texass  convict  who 
is  into  law,  computas,  poetry.  Hatha  YogA 
looking  for  serious/sincae  pen  pals.  (Thesta 
“Smokin’  Hollywood”  Haas,  #327322,  Ellis 

II  Unit  (G2-307).  Huntsville,  TS 

77340 _ 

BGM,  seeking  poi  pal  from  white  gay  men 
only.  From  ages  16-23  I  modeled  in  S.F.,  CA 
nude  pom  magazines.  If  you’re  into  black 
mens.  I’m  sure  I  would  turn  you  oil  I  like 
SM.  Clayton  Hassell,  #525883,  Rt-1,  Box 

150,  Tenn.  Colony  TX  75861 _ 

I’m  doing  3  years,  I  do  not  have  family.  I 
love  sex  with  the  right  pason.  Jimmy  Cole. 
#96613,  PO  Box  97.  McAlester,  OK  74502 


GWM  seeking  correspondence  writh  snotha 
GWM.  Looking  for  someone  to  possibly  live 
with.  Michael  A.  Maas,  PO  Box  1000, 

Craigsville,  VA  24430 _ 

I  have  always  been  called  very  “good 
looking.”  I  also  love  sports,  and  I  have  a  very 
athletic  physique.  Danny  Fish,  C-64-44-C4F- 
123-L,  PO  Box  7500,  Crescent  City,  CA 

95532 _ 

42  GM  would  like  to  write.  Sorry,  cannot 
communicate  with  prisonas.  Robert  McGill, 
F.A.G.-227-Low,  K)  Box  29.  RepresA  CA 

95671 _ 

I  really  would  like  to  express  my  true 
feelings  and  emotion  with  someone  who 
could  understand  that  a  person  can  make  a 
change  for  the  better.  David  Pringle,  C- 
91680,  B-4116,  POBox  29,  RepresA  CA 
956711 


Women  Seeking 
Friends 

I’m  an  aggressive  woman  who  enjoys  the 
following:  dancing,  cycling,  football.  I’m 
very  romantic,  love  diimers  for  two.  I  love 
surprising  my  lova.  And  most  of  all  I  love 
making  love.  Write  Thelma  Slick  Jackson, 
#OA0060,  PO  Box  180,  Muncy,  PA  17756 


I’m  40,  and  have  been  openly  gay  for  20 
years.  I  am  in  recovery  and  have  worked  real 
hard  on  rehab  here  in  Lexington.  Dolores 
Caralluzzo,  19981-044  ECU,  3301, 
Leestaron  Rd.  Lexington,  KY  40511-8799 


My  name  is  Shelia  Brown.  I’m  18  years  old. 
Like  all  kinds  of  spots.  I  would  like  to  hear 
from  somebody  I  don’t  care  what  color. 
Shelia  Brown,  #161986,  H-g,  B-side,  Rm  7, 
BWCI,  PO  box  8540,  Pembroke  Pines  FL 

33024 _ 

I  like  sports,  especially  tennis,  music, 
traveling,  romantic  evenings  for  two.  I  love 
reading,  writing  and  most  of  all  I  love  to  be 
loved  and  love  to  love.  Smile.  Saadia 
EvaetL  #0A8297,  PO  Box  180,  Muncy  PA 
17756 _ 


Fun-loving,  outgoing,  agnostic,  witty, 
compassionate,  funny  guy  into  Heavy  MeUd 
music,  reading,  partying,  walking  on  the 
beach  nude.  Brown  h^.  sapphire  eyes,  into 
finding  a  FOR  REAL  gay  to  write  me  at 
Habert  Pool  496963  Ellis  n  UniL  G2-307, 

HuntsvillA  TX  77340 _ 

I’m  looking  to  write  to  any  gay  people.  I’m 
32.  Adrian  Black,  #05500-021,  Unit  D-l, 
FCI,  2680  Highway,  301  South,  Jesup,  GA 

31545 _ 

Bi  male  seeking  correspondence  from  TV/TS 
or  feminine  gay  male.  Only  serious  minded 
need  apply.  I’m  considered  handsome, 
muscular  and  not  into  headgamesl  Can’t 
write  prisoners.  All  letters  will  be  answered. 
#792138,  Lewis  Grea,  Box  B,  AnamosA  lA. 

52205-0010 _ 

A  positive  attitude  and  smile  on  my  facA 
works  nerves  around  here  better  than 
fingernails  on  a  chalkboard.  I’m  HIV 
positive  and  open  about  it.  These  p<*o|ile 
seem  to  think  I’m  •  serial  kilfer.  Victor  Haitt 
#98934,  PO  Box  97.  McAlesta,  OK  74502- 

0097 _ _ 

I’m  seeking  gay  correspondence.  I’m  25.  My 
hobbies  are  listening  to  music,  fishing, 
romancing  and  meeting  someone  special. 
Kenneth  Thomas,  #089326  #0-22,  Apreachee 
Core.  Inst.  PO  Box  699-W.  SneadA  FL  32460 


GBM,  lonely  looking  for  the  right  mate.  Very 
strong-minded  positive  pasoiL  brown  eyes, 
honest,  not  into  games.  Ronald  Nash, 
#19871 1/E58T,  2500  South  Sheridan 
R.DJd.TJ’,  Muskegon,  Mich.  49444 


Young  Black  TV,  24.  I’m  into  reading, 
dancing  and  partying  to  the  break  of  dawiL 
I’ll  be  happy  with  a  pen  pal  who’s  caring, 
open  minded  and  understanding.  Eboney 
Woodaon.  BH  2864,  Box  999,  1120  Pike  St 

Huntingdon,  PA  16^2 _ 

Lonely  person  seeking  lasting  relationship 
with  a  saious  dependable  pason  ova  30 
who  loves  to  write  as  well  as  travel.  I’m 
Black  and  36.  Thompson  Elma,  #573023, 
Rl  5,  Box  1500  Angleton  TX  77515 


GWM,  lonely.  Seeks  friend,  possible  lova. 
Put  a  smile  where  one  seldom  seems  to  bA 
Jay  R.  Shidela  #491531,  Sumta  CX,  B59, 
PO  Box  667,  Bushnell  FL,  33513 


Soon  to  be  released  with  a  fresh  start.  I’m 
terriUe  intaested  in  getting  my  priorities  and 
responsibilities  on  the  right  track,  please 
write.  Clifton  Butler.  #200098,  Box  56, 

Lebanon,  OH  45036 _ 

Fuck.  I’ve  been  locked  up  17  yrs.  and  am 
due  to  get  out  in  a  coiq^e  of  more,  but  I  want 
somebody  to  start  a  real  relationship  with 
honesty,  love  and  fun.  Write  me.  Mitchell 

Scott,  #047332 _ 

I  would  love  to  get  mail.  Wilbert  Shelton, 
#072531,  FSP  PO  Box  747,  Starke.  FL 

32091 _ 

I  am  35,  bisexual  Black  man.  Intaested  in 
communicating  with  any  one  malA  femalA 
black,  white  green  or  red  none  of  that  matta. 
Lloyd  Artis  Jr,  207-607,  Box  69,  Lonckm, 

OH  43 140 _ 

Seeking  friendship  and  more?  WM,  well 
built,  educated  and  sincaA  will  respond  to 
all.  Mark  Lodigensky.  056110,  GledeA  CJ. 
500  Orange  Ave  Cir.  B«De  GladA  FL  33430 
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23  Thursday,  Dorchester  ♦  "Our  Young  Black  Men  are  Dying  and 
Nobody  Seems  to  Care."  An  original  musical  play  dealing  with  AIDS, 
poverty,  homelessness,  gang  violence,  drugs  and  the  oppression  of 
urban  iife.  Show  runs  1/23-25.  The  Strand  Theatre,  543  Columbia  Rd. 
$17.50.  For  more  info  296-9589,  tickets  931-2000. 


10  Friday 

Cambridga  ♦  Frad  Small  In  concart.  Show  also 
1/12.  Frl.-Sat,  8pm,  10:30pm:  Sun.  8pm.  Passim, 
47  Palmar  Si,  Harvard  Sq.  For  mora  Info  492-7679. 

Boston  ♦  Sax  and...  In  tha  1990s*  AIDS  Action 
Commlttaa  woiluhop.  AAC  officas,  131  ClararKlon 
St.  Ragistratlon  raquirad.  For  mora  Info  437-6200 
x489. 

PhHadalphla.  PA  ♦  Workshop  on  Non-violant  Action 
for  tha  *900.  Tralnars:  Gaorga  Lakay  and  Bait>ara 
Smith.  For  mora  info  (215)  729-7458. 

1 1  Saturday 

Provtncatown  ♦  Singles  SocItU  Tea.  For  HIV  posi¬ 
tive  people  and  thair  friends.  St.  Mary's  of  tha 
HartxH,  519  Commercial  St.  3:30-630pm. 

12  Sunday 

Abany,  NY  ♦  Jewish  Feminist  Gathering.  Planning 
meeting.  Abany  Public  Library,  Washington  Ave. 
1pm.  For  more  Info  (518)  355-9921. 

Boston  ♦  N.E.  Association  of  Leblan,  Gay  and 
Bisexual  Psychologists.  Monthly  meeting.  The 
Center,  338  Newbury  St.  For  mora  Info  593-4293. 

13  Monday 

Newton  ♦  Lesbian  school  teachers/administrators 
potIucK.  A  group  forsoclallzing  and  support.  For 
more  Info  and  diracibns  (508)  655-9347. 

Providence  e  'Making  It  Hotter.'  A  safer  sax  work¬ 
shop  for  gay  and  bisexual  men  sponsored  by  R.l. 
Project  AIDS.  7-1 0pm.  For  more  info  (401)  831- 
5522  or  1-800-726-3010. 

14  Tuesday 

Cambridge  ♦  'Lesbian  and  Gay  Filmmaking 
Today.'  Panel  discussion  moderated  by  Michael 
BronskI  with  Sarah  Schulman,  Jennie  Livingston 
and  Daryl  Chin.  Proceeds  to  benefit  Gay 
Community  Nows.  The  Brattle,  40  Brattle  St.  $5.50. 
^  For  more  Info  426-4469.  See  ad  on  back  page. 

Boston  ♦  'Racial  and  Ethnic  Diversity.'  NOW  meet¬ 
ing  to  discuss  and  Implemant  approaches  to  main¬ 
taining  diversity  In  NOWs  membersnip.  For  mors 
Info  782-1056. 

Boston  e  Healing  Services.  For  all  those  affected  by 
AIDS.  The  Cathedral  Church  of  St.  Paul,  138 
Tremors  St.  7:30pm.  ASL  Irserpreted.  For  more  IrSo 
628-7665. 

15  Wednesday 

Cambridge  ♦  "Movies  with  a  Capital  O'  Screening 
of  two  films,' Just  Because  of  Who  We  Are'  and  “On 
Guard.'  Sponsored  by  Les/Gay  Studies  and 
Women's  Studtoe  at  MIT.  For  more  Mo  253-3599. 

Boston  e  'Families  First.*  Workshop  tor  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Parents.  7:45-9:1 5pm.  The  Children's 
Museum,  300  Congress  St.  $10-$12  For  more  Info 
426-6500  X242. 

Boston  ♦  Bisexual  Women's  Network.  New  social 
events  committee.  Alll  women  welcome.  The 
Center,  338  Newbury  St.  7-9pm.  For  more  Info  247- 
6683. 

16  Thursday 

Boston  ♦  Gay,  Lesbian  and  Bisexual  Speakers 
Bureau  Electkm.  Election  of  new  state  officers.  All 
members  eligible  to  run,  must  be  in  attendance  to 
participate.  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St.  7pm.  For 
more  Mo  354-0133. 

Boston  ♦  'Gay,  Lesbian  and  Bl  Architects  Network.* 
How  has  being  gay  affected  your  dentals.  BSA,  52 
Broad  St.  For  more  Info  629-2351. 

Boston  e  HIV  Negative  Gay  and  Bisexual  Men. 
Discussion  Group  co-sponsored  by  FCHC  and  AAC. 
Old  South  Church,  645  Boylston  St.  7-9pm.  For 
more  Info  267-0900  x287. 

Cambridge  ♦  Cambridge  Lavender  Alliance. 
General  meeting,  alt  welcome.  Cambridge  RIndge 
and  Latin  School,  Me<$a  Cafeteria.  7-9pm.  For  mora 
Mo  876-3874. 

Brooklne  ♦  The  Gender  Circle.  A  professional  dis¬ 
cussion  arxl  therapy  group  now  formirtg  to  share 
views  about  all  asp^s  of  gender  Issues  for  aduli 
females  and  males.  Theseus  Counseling  Service, 
Cooldge  Comer.  7-Opm  For  more  info  277-4360. 

Waltham  ♦  WOW  goes  cross-country  skiing.  For 
mora  Mo  893-0361 ,  893-0742. 

1  7  Friday 

Boston  ♦  Alternative  Insemination  Program 
Orientation.  FCHC,  7  HavNand  St.  6-9pm.  $85  for 
woman  and  female  support  person.  For  more  Mo 
267-0900  x282. 

18  Saturday 

Cambridge  e  Sara  Cytron.  One  night  only.  New 
York  Leabtan  Comic  performs  at  Nightstags.  Mfgo, 
823  Mam  St.  $7.50.  For  mora  Info  497-7200. 

Bostone  Rosalie  Sorrels  performs  to  benefit  the 
Raproductive  Rights  Network.  CotKert  to  commem¬ 
orate  the  19th  anniversary  of  Roe  v.  Wade.  The 
Aley,  775  Corrwnonwaath  Ave.  7pm.  $8  m  advatKe, 
$10  at  door,  mora  K/laea  I.  For  mora  Mo  738-9479. 


19  Sunday 

Boston  e  "Lesbian  Sex  arvi  Safety*  Workshop  wth 
JenKsr  Firestone  arxf  Louise  Rice.  The  Center,  338 
Newbury  St.  4-6pm.  For  more  Mo  267-0900  x287. 

Cambridge  e  Annual  Martin  Luther  King  Brunch. 
Hosted  by  Men  of  All  Colors  Together.  All  Invited. 
Philips  Brooks  House,  Harvard  Yard.  12-4pm.  For 
more  Mo  266-4378. 

20  Monday 

Boston  e  Open  casting  call  for  extras  In  safe  sex 
video.  Among  those  present  will  be  the  Hat  Sisters. 
Avalon,  15  Lansdowne  St.  5-1 0pm.  For  more  info 
437-6200. 

21  Tuesday 

Cambridge  ♦  Sexual  Harassment:  Beyond  the 
Hill/Thomas  Dispute.  Panelists  Include  Margaret 
Burnham,  Poll  Sci  Dept,  and  Ann  Russo,  Women's 
Studies  Dept.  MIT,  Bl^.  4,  rm  163,  77  Mass.  Ave. 
2-4pm.  Free.  For  more  mfo  253-3649. 

22  Wednesday 

Boston  e  'Base  Camp,*  a  play  by  playwrtghi  Sarah 
Dreher  which  examines  3  women's  emotional/  sexu¬ 
al  relationships.  Play  runs  Wed.-SeM.  through  2/15. 
Triangle  Theatre,  58  Berkeley  St.  For  more  Info  426- 
3550. 

Boston  ♦  Greater  Boston  Business  Council. 
Cocktails  and  hors  d'oeuvres.  Speaker:  Polly 
LaurelchBd  of  Lotus.  $20  members,  $25  guests,  cost 
Includes  full  dinner.  Reservations  required.  For 
more  Mo  236-GBBC. 

23  Thursday 

Boston  e  "The  Boys  Next  Door*  presented  by  the 
Mission  Hm  Theatre  at  Mass.  College  of  Art.,  Show 
rune  1/23-25,  1/30-2/1.  621  Huntington  Ave.  8pm. 
$8,  $4.50.  For  more  Info  269-4576. 

Cambridge  ♦  Screening  of  "Nine  to  Five,"  starring 
Uly  Tomlin  and  Dolly  Parton.  Commentary  by  Rim 
editor  Kathy  Malo.  Sponsored  by  the  Literature 
Faculty  and  Women's  Studies  at  MIT.  Bklg.  66,  rm 
110.  25  Ames  St.  7pm.  Free.  For  more  Info  253- 
3600. 

Dorchester  ♦  "Our  Young  Black  Men  are  Dying  and 
Nobody  Seems  to  Care.*  An  original  musical  play 
dealing  with  AIDS,  poverty,  homelessness,  gang 
violence,  drugs  and  the  oppression  of  urban  life. 
Show  runs  1/23-25.  The  Strand  Theatre,  543 
Columbia  Rd.  $17.50.  For  mora  info  296-9589,  tick¬ 
ets  931-2000. 

24  Friday 

Brookline  ♦  Am  Tltva  holds  tradtional  Shabbat  ser¬ 
vices.  Schoolhouse  Auditorium  of  Temple  Skiai,  50 
Serwell  Ave.  8pm.  Call  926-2536. 

Cambridga  ♦  'Political  Correctness:  The  Campaign 
to  Silence  Differences?'  Panel  discussion  with 
Barbara  Schulman,  Yukiko  Hanawa  and  student 
joumcdlsts  from  'Analysr  and  'Thistle.'  Fourth  In  the 
series  'Gender,  Race  and  Ethnicity  In  the  U.S.* 
Bldg.  4,  rm  163,  77  Mass.  Ave.  2-4pm.  Free.  For 
more  Mo  253-3649. 

Now  York,  NY  ♦  Lesbian  Movie  Night.  Two  films 
"The  Blank  Point:  What  is  Transsexualism?*  and 
Unda/Les  and  Annie:  A  Love  Story."  The  Center, 
208  W  13th  St.  8pm.  For  more  Info  (212)  620-7310. 

Los  Angeles,  CA  ♦  The  11th  Annual  Lawyers  for 
Human  Rights  Banquet.  Speaker;  Urvashl  Vaid. 
Blltmore  Hotel,  506  So.  Grand  Ave.$40,$45,$50. 
For  more  Mo  (213)  788-9224. 

Saturdays 

Cambridge  ♦  SwIngtIme.  Monthly  lesbian,  gay,  bl 
swing  dance  with  authentic  big  band  sound.  First 
Sat.  of  month.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151 
Mss.  Ave.  8:15-9pm.  $6  Includes  refreshments.  For 
more  Mo  629-2219. 

Boston  ♦  BLOW  (Boston's  Leathermen  On 
Wheels).  New  social  club  lor  gay  motorcyclists  now 
forming.  For  rrK>re  Mo  and  location  783-9296. 

Boston  ♦  Frontninners.  Meet  at  Metropolitan  Health 
Club  lor  2  to  5-ml.  run  along  Charles.  Lockers  and 
showers  $1.00.  10am.  Also;  Tues.  11:45pm.  at 
MHC;  Wed.  6:45  pm.  at  Hatch  Shell;  Sun.  3:00pm. 
at  Jamaica  Pond  Boathouse.  Info:  Sxtra  524-4025. 

Boston  ♦  Two-Steppln'  lor  AIDS."  Texas  Two-step¬ 
ping  and  line  dancing  lor  the  HIV  positive  communi¬ 
ty  and  their  friends.  At  the  Boston  Living  Center, 
YWCA,  140  ClarerKfon  St.,  TIh  fl.  Third  ^urdays, 
7:00-1 2:00pm.  Dortatlons  go  to  direct  services  for 
people  with  AIDS.  Mo:  236-1012. 

Cambridge  ♦  Single  Mothers'  Support  Group.  Free 
drop-in  group  with  child  care,  alternate  Saturdays. 
Women's  Center.  46  Pleasam  St.  11am-12;30  pm. 
354-8807. 

Boston  ♦  PIrk  Flamingos.  TV/TS  of  New  England.  4 
to  6  pm.  338  Newbury  St.,  2nd  fir.  247-2927. 

Boston  TV  ♦  PrIdeTIme — Boston  G/L  TV,  with 
Cynthia  Pape.  7:30  p.m.  Boston  Neighborhood 
Network,  channels  A3  and  A8.  Also  on  Cambridge 
Cable  Charmei  19,  7  pm.  Tuesdays,  and  on  other 
systems;  check  Hstlngs. 

Jamaica  Plain  ♦  Woman's  Coffeehouse.  Musical 
ersenaMnent,  usuaty.  8  pm.  Crone's  Harvest,  761 
Centre  St.  $5  suggested  donation.  983-9530. 


Cambridge  ♦  A  mumcukural  story  hour  for  children 
aged  3-8.  Sponsored  by  FCHC  and  Lesbian 
Mothers  Group.  Third  Sat.  of  every  month.  Info: 
267-0900  ext  292. 

Sundays 

Woburn  ♦  Chlltem  Tennis  Assoc.  Meets  each  Sun. 
for  singles  and  doubles.  For  more  Info  (508)  670- 
0988. 

Boston  e  Boston  Alliance  of  G/L  Youth  (BAGLY) 
Drop-In  Center.  St.  John  the  Evangelist  Church,  35 
Bowdoln.  (800)  42BAGLY. 

Boston  e  Work  Issues  Support  Group.  2  to  4  pm 
G/L  Comm.  Ctr.,  338  Newbury  St. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Strikers  Soccer  Club.  Weekly 
rvivica  arvi  club  scrimmages.  All  levels.  3  pm.  Mo: 
Erik  423-0929  or  Jeff  876-7612. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Sports.  Magazine  Field, 
Memorial  Dr.  Sports,  by  DOB.  Softball  4  to  6  pm; 
volleyball  6  pm  IN  dark.  $1 .  Info;  Steph  625-9551 . 

Boston  ♦  Dignity  Mass.  Liturgy  followed  by  a  social 
hour.  St.  John  the  Evangelist  Church,  35  Bowdoln 
St.  5:30  p.m.  536-6518. 

Boston  e  Western  Orthodox  Church  Mass. 
Arlington  St.  Church,  351  Boylston  St.  227-5794. 

Provincetown  ♦  Christian  Healing  Service.  5:30  pm. 
96  Bradford  St.  (P'Town  AIDS  Support  Grp.)  Pot 
luck  dinner  to  folow.  (508)  487-3866. 

Boston  ♦  Metropolitan  Community  Church 
Worship/Feltowship.  131  Cambridge  St.  (near  Gov1 
Ctr.).  7  pm.  Info:  Rev.  Tank  437-0420. 

Boston  ♦  Narcotics  Arranymous.  L/GM.  The  Center, 
338  Newbury  St.  8  pm.  247-2927. 

Boston  ♦  The  Gay  Dating  Show,  WUNR  1600AM. 
10:30pm-2;30  am. 

Boston  ♦  Different  Strokes  Swim  Team.  Coached 
wbfk-outs  for  swimmers  of  all  abilities.  10:15.  Info; 
767-0449  or  282-31 10. 

Mondays 

Manchester,  NH  ♦  ACT  UP/NH.  Meets  Mondays. 
Manchester  Public  Library,  405  Pine  ST.  7pm.  For 
more  Mo  (603)  647-4224. 

Boston  ♦  New  Support  Group  for  Recovering 
Women  with  HIV/AIDS.  Sponsored  by  Women,  Inc. 
Call  Magda  or  Christine  for  a  screening  Interview 
442-6166. 

Boston  ♦  Positive  Directions.  Peer-led  support 
group  for  HIV+  people.  Boston  Living  Center,  140 
Clarendon.  1225  p.m.  262-3456. 

Boston  ♦  Chlltem  Downhill  SkNng  Lessons.  Monday 
nights  at  Nashoba  Valley  ski  area.  Mo:  Jim  843- 
3966. 

Boston  ♦  Monday  Night  Dinners  for  PWA's  and 
Frlerxls:  about  100  people  meeting  every  Monday  at 
AAC  for  dinner.  No  reservations  required.  6  p.m. 
AAC,  131  Clarendon  St.  437-6200. 

Dorchester  ♦  Alcoholics  Anonymous.  First  Parish 
Church,  Mtg.  Hs.  Hill.  Beginners  6:30,  hardhats  8 
p.m. 

c:- 

Boston  ♦  Queer  Nation  meets  1st  and  3rd  Mondays 
at  new  location:  Local  26,  58  Berkeley,  3id  Floor. 
7:00  pm.  A 

Worcester  ♦  AIDS  Project  Worcester.  A  support 
group  for  family,  frlerxls,  concerned  others  dealing 
with  HIV.  305  Shrewsbu^  St.  7-8:30  pm.  (508)755- 
3773. 

Cambridga  ♦  Lesbian  Rap  Group.  The  Women's 
Center.  46  Ple«|6ant  St.  8-10  pm.  354-8807. 

Cable  TV  ♦  "Betw/een  Takes.'  Often  a  g/l  slant  on 
events.  Boston  A3  Morvlays  9:30  pm.  Cambridge 
CCTV  Thursdays  8:30  pm.  Rhode  Island 
Interconnect  A  Fridays  8:30  pm.  Other  areas:  check 
listings. 

Tuesdays 

Bozston  ♦  Teflllat  Refuat  Hartefesh.  'Service  of  the 
Healng  of  the  Soul,'  for  Jewish  Patients,  their  fami¬ 
lies  and  heakhcate  providers.  First  Tues.  of  month. 
6pm.  For  more  Mo  566-3960. 

Boston  ♦  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston.  Meetings 
held  1st  and  3rd  Tues.  of  month.  LIndemann  Center, 
25  Stanlford  St.  $2  donation.  8-10pm.  For  Info  742- 
7897. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Coaltlon  for  Black  Lesbians  arxf 
Gays.  2rKl  Tues.  of  month.  Harriet  Tubman  House, 
566  Columbus  Ave.  For  more  Mo  424-6989. 

Jamaica  Plain  ♦  Batacuda  Belles  rehearsal.  Open 
to  women  of  color.  Multicullural  Arts  Center,  Centre 
St.  7-9pm.  For  more  Mo  864-5067. 

Providence,  Rl  ♦  ACT  UP/Rhode  Islarxl.  Call  for 
meeting  place  (401)  461-4191. 

Boston  e  ACT  UP/Boston.  The  Living  Center, 
YW/CA,  140  Clarendon  St.  7  p.m.  49-ACTUP. 

Cambridge  ♦  Bisexual  Woman's  Rap.  Tha 
Women's  Center.  46  Pleasark  St.  7-8:30.  354-8807. 

Cambridge  ♦  Eating  Awareness  and  Body  Image 
Group.  The  Women's  Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  7- 
9pm.  354^807. 

Medford  Radio  ♦  Dyke  on  the  Mike  wkh  the  Noisy 
Neity  Show  —  queer  radio.  WMFO  91.5FM.10atT>- 
12pm.  Tufts  U.  radio.  For  Info  381-3800. 

Medforde  ^a  the  People* — wkh  feminist  Sheila 
Parks.  WMFO  91.5FM.  7-9a.m.  Tufts  U.  radio. 

Worcester  ♦  Support  Group  for  HIV+  G/B  Men  arxl 
Their  Significant  Others.  Closed  meeting.  AIDS 
Project  Worcester.  305  Shrewsbury  St.  7-8:30  p.m. 
(508)  755-3773. 
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Boston  ♦  L/G  Freedom  Tral  Barxl  Rehearsals.  No 
audition  necessary.  Mass  Colege  of  An,  Longwood 
arxf  Brooklne  Ave.  7:15  p.m.  266-0628. 

Amherst  ♦  P-FLAG,  Pioneer  Valey  Morkhly  meet¬ 
ings  held  2rKf  Tues.  of  month.  Grace  Episcopal 
Church,  Parish  Hall.  6:30  pm.  For  Mo  (413)  532- 
4883. 

Wednesdays 

Boston  ♦  Women  In  the  Building  Trades  will  be 
offering  free  Introductory  workshops.  6;00-8:00pm 
from  10/30-12/4.  At  555  Amory  St.  Cal  524-3010  to 
pre-register  or  for  Mo. 

Cambridge  ♦  Job  search  suppon  group.  Cambridge 
Women's  Center.  6:30-8:30  pm.  Info:  354-8807. 

Boston  ♦  Sales  Networks  Program  for  G/L  Business 
Owners  and  Supponers  of  the  Community.  7:30  to 
9:30  a.m.  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St.,  2nd  Hr. 
Registration  required:  Marc  Sperx^er  262-2400. 

Hyde  Park  ♦  Women's  Pick-Up  Hockey.  MDC  Hyde 
Park  Rink  (near  Dedham).  8  to  9  a.m.  Info:  Janice 
3261600  X350. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  AllarxM  of  G/L  Youth  (BAGLY). 
Open  to  youth  age  22  arxf  urxler.  35  Bowdoln  St. 
New  persons'  meeting  6  pm.;  women  and  men  meet 
separately  6:45  to  7:30;  general  meeting  7:30  pm. 
(800)  42-8AGLY. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Al-Arxtn.  Wheelchair  accessi¬ 
ble.  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasark  St.  6:30  to  8  p.m. 
364-8807. 

Springfield  e  Names  Project  Meeting.  New  chapter 
wkh  weekly  qultlng  meetings.  All  welcome.  Frontier. 
19  Peari  St.  7  to  10  p.m.  (413)7867459 

Worcester  e  Supporters  of  Worcester  Area  G/L 
Youth  (SWAGLY).  Social  support  grp.  lor  youths  22 
and  under.  7  to  9  p.m.  United  Congregational 
Church,  6  Instkute  Road.  7  to  9  p.m.  <508)  755- 
0005. 

Boston  ♦  "Say  It  Sister" — feminist,  gay-positIve 
radio.  WMBR  88.1  FM.  7pm. 

Boston  ♦  Bisexual  Adult  Children  of  Alcoholics. 
Mass.  General  Hospital.  7:30  p.m.  Mo;  Marge  256 
1559. 

Bridgewater  ♦  S.  Shore  G/L  Alllarx^.  7:30  to  9  p.m. 
Bridgewater  Ctr.  Primarily  a  social  group  of  age  25+, 
but  all  welcome.  Info;  Glen  293-5183  or  Dave  294- 
0367. 

Worcester  ♦  Support  Group  for  HIV+  who  are  in 
Substarx^e  Abuse  Recovery.  Closed  meeting.  AIDS 
Project  Worcester.  305  Shrewsbury  St.  7:30  to  9 
p.m.  (508)  7563773. 

Amherst  ♦  Queer  Nation  meets  6:00-7;00pm  at 
Bangs  Communky  Center,  70  Boltwood  Walt.  Mo: 
P.O.  Box  202,  Hadley,  MA  01035  or  (413)  584- 
4213. 

Thursdays 

Boston  e  The  Boston  Monthly  HIV  Medical  Update. 
2nd  Thursday  of  each  month  at  7:30pm.  John 
Harxxtck  Corkererx:e  Cemer,  40  Trinity  Place  (near 
Copley  Green  arxf  Back  Bay/South  Erxf  Orange  T 
stations).  Mo:  262-3456. 

Somerville  ♦  The  Thursday  Night  Dinner  Program 
offers  meals  to  PWA's  HIVt-  and  friends  at  the 
Methodist  Church.  One  block  from  Davis  Square 
Red  Line  Station.  Mo:  666-4130. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  drop-ln 
group  lor  women  who  have  been  raped.  492-RAPE. 

Boston  ♦  Names  Project  Quiking  Bee  —  lor  the 
AIDS  Memorial  Quik.  ^wing  supplies  arxf  suppon 
provided.  Boston  LMng  Ctr.,  140  Clarendon  St.  7th 
Hr.  7  to  9  p.m.  Info  451-9003. 

Portsmouth.  NH  ♦  Out  arxf  /Vbout.  A  lesbian  social 
arxf  suppon  group.  Mo:  Keryn  (603)  7465652. 

Provincetown  ♦  Positive  PWA  Coalition  Weekly 
Rap  Session.  7:30.  155  Bradford  St.  Peer  led.  (508) 
487-3998. 

Boston  ♦  The  Group.  Discussion  and  social  hour. 
The  Center,  338  Newbury  St.  734-2076. 

Boston  ♦  L/G  Ice  Hockey  Practices  and  Intersquad 
Scrimmages.  Al  levels.  9  p.m.  Gnr  Bos.  rink.  Info; 
John  350-6063,  Al  522-1408. 

Cambridge  e  GAMIT  Study  Break.  (GAMIT  •  Gays 
at  MIT.)  GAMIT  lounge,  142  MeoxiHal  Dr. 

Boston  ♦  Coaktlon  for  Lesbian  arxf  Gay  Clvk  Rights 
general  meeting.  Third  Thurs.  ol  every  nxjnfh.  6:30- 
8  pm.  The  Center,  Room  206,  338  Newbury  St.For 
Info  266-2956. 

Boston  ♦  Lesbian  arxf  Gay  Caucus  of  the  National 
Writer's  Unlon.The  Center.  6-8pm.  338  Newbury  St. 
For  Mo  442-4693,  344-8096. 

Fridays 

Watenown  ♦  GLOW:  G/L  ol  Watenown.  395-4664. 
Boston  ♦  GCN  Friday  Night  Stuffing  Party.  Come 
stuff  the  paper,  eat  fizza,  arxf  make  new  frlerxls. 
GCN.  62  Berkeley  St.  5  p.m.  426-4469. 

ProvMetown  ♦  Sale  Sex  Brigade  arxf  Anti-L/G/B 
Vlolarx:e  Campaign.  Volunteers  meet  on  steps  of 
P'Town  Post  Office  Friday  arxf  Surxfay  nights  at 
11:30  p.m.  through  Labor  Day.  Mo:  ACT  UP  (508) 
487-2063. 

Danbury,  CT  ♦  Danbury  Area  Gay  Men's  Suppon 
Group.  312  Main  St.  7:369pm.  For  more  Mo  (203) 
744-0104. 

Boston  ♦  Friday  Night  at  the  Movies.  The  Center. 
7pm.  $2  suggested  donation,  338  Newbury  St.  For 
Mo  247-2927. 
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Homo  Promo. 

Curated  by  Jennie  Olson.  Tuesdays, 
Jan.  14-Feb.  18,  with  alternating  co-fea¬ 
tures.  At  the  BraWe  Theater,  40  Brattle 
St.,  Cambridge,  Mass.  A  portion  of 
each  evening's  receipts  will  benefit 
Gay  Community  News. 

On  Jan.  14,  Gay  Community  News  will 
present  a  panel  discussion  at  the 
Brattle,  "Contemporary  Images  of 
Lesbians  and  Gay  Men.  ’  With  Sarah 
Schulman,  Jennie  Livingston,  Daryl 
Chin  and  Michael  Bronski.  The  discus¬ 
sion  begins  at  5  p.m.,  admission  is 
$5.50  (includes  a  screening  of  Homo 
Promo  at  either  4  or  7  p.m.) 

By  Micha*l  Bronski 

Last  summer,  I  wait  with  my  lover  and 
a  close  friend  of  ours  to  see  the  re- 
release  of  Stanley  Kubrick’s 
SparUtcus.  I  had  not  seen  the  film  since  its 
original  1960  release,  but  I  had  remonboed 
it  as  being  filled  with  tantalizing  male  flesh, 
suggestive  homoerotic  situations  and  enough 
S/M  iconography  to  keep  my  eager  and 
already  over-active  11 -year-old  mind  very 
busy.  After  30  minutes  of  near-naked  male 
slaves  being  pawed  and  humiliated,  I  turned 
to  my  friend  and  murmured,  “This  is  the 
movie  that  made  me  a  homosexual.”  After  a 
second  he  replied,  “No,  it’s  the  movie  that 
made  you  the  sort  of  homosexual  you  are.” 

Beginning  January  14,  and  for  the  next 
five  Tuesdays,  the  Brattle  Theater  in 
Cambridge  will  be  screening  Jennie  Olson’s 
wonderful  compilation  of  24  lesbian  and  gay 
coming  attraction  trailers  called  Homo 
Promo.  In  the  Brattle’s  usually  innovative 
fashion,  they  have  also  programmed  on  each 
date  classic  films  that  are  feanired  in  Homo 
Promo.  These  range  horn  the  overly  sensi¬ 
tive  near  camp  1936  classic  Tea  and 
Sympathy  to  the  blatant  glossy  ooticism  of 
1983’s  The  Hunger.  In  between  these 
extremes,  the  series  will  feanire  six  other 


Promoting 
homosexual  ity 

A  not-to-be-missed  series  at  the  Brattle 
(that  also  happens  to  benefit  GCN) 


BOGARDE 


films  with  styles  ranging  from  the  socially 
conscious  (1961 ’s  VktinU)  to  the  Hollywood 
serious  (1%1  ’s  The  Children’s  Hour)  to  the 
titillating  (1969’s  The  Killing  of  Sister 
George,  1970’s  The  Boys  in  the  Band,  1980’s 
Cruising)  to  the  truly  mature  (1971  ’s  Sunday, 
Bloody  Sunday). 

Seeing  all  of  these  films  in  a  series  — 
especially  in  the  more  complete  context  of 
Homo  Promo  —  is  both  informative  and 
shocking.  It’s  informative  because  we  some¬ 
times  forget  how  varied  and  multifaceted  r^- 
resoitations  of  lesbian  and  gay  life  on  screen 
have  been,  and  it’s  shocking  because  these 
films  (even  though  many  are  directed  by  het- 
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erosexuals)  often  oigenda  an  immediate  and 
visceral  understanding  of  lesbian  and  gay 
history.  In  his  book  The  Celluloid  Closet,  gay 
film  Mstorian  Vito  Russo  made  a  strong  case 
for  the  lack  of  positive  lesbian  and  gay 
images  in  Hollywood  films.  Time  afto-  time 
he  demonstrated  how  gay  characters  were 
either  hidden  and  obscured  in  films,  or  when 
they  were  presented  more  forthrightly,  they 
were  either  evil  or  pathetic,  murderers  or  vic¬ 
tims. 

There  is  much  truth  in  this,  but  this  single 
standard  criteria  also  has  its  limits.  The  lack 
of  completely  amiable,  positive  role  models 
for  lesbians  and  gay  men  in  mainstream  film 


has  cotainly  been  a  reality,  but  there  have 
been  plenty  of  films  —  many  of  them  includ¬ 
ed  in  this  series  —  in  which  less-than-perfect 
homosexuals  are  also  interesting,  complicat¬ 
ed  and  fascinating  characters.  Many  of  these 
films  have  had  real  emotional  meaning  for 
the  lesbians  and  gay  men  who  saw  them 
when  they  were  first  released.  To  view  the 
eight  feature  movies  or  the  two  score  trailers 
in  Homo  Promo  as  quaint  examples  of  anti¬ 
quated  homophobia  is  to  miss  their  important 
and  potent  historical  and  emotional  realities. 

I  am  hicky,  simply  by  dint  of  age,  to  have 
been  able  to  see  almost  all  of  the  films  being 
screened  in  die  “Homo  Promo”  series  when 
they  were  first  released.  And  watching  Homo 
Promo  —  which  touches  on  films  fi^  Tea 
and  Sympathy  to  1991 ’s  Poison  —  is  strange 
and  somewhat  disquieting.  I  can  remember 
clearly  not  only  the  physical  experience  of 
watching  these  movies,  but  also,  with 
astounding  clarity,  my  emotional  and  sexual 
responses.  Some  of  the  films,  like  The 
Balcony  (a  1963  version’ of  Gaiet’s  play  that 
features  Lee  Grant  and  Shelly  Winters  as  les¬ 
bians)  I  saw  before  I  was  “out,”  evai  though 
I  knew  at  14  that  I  was  gay.  I  saw  later  films 
like  The  Gay  Deceivers,  Midnight  Cowboy, 
The  Damned,  Something  for  Everyone  and 
The  Boys  in  the  Band  (all  1969/70)  with  gay 
fiioids  and  lovers  while  we  were  involved  in 
the  early  days  of  gay  liberation.  And  yet,  all 
too  oftoi,  these  promotional  trailers  ^d  not 
jibe  with  the  actual  experience  of  seeing  the 
films. 

With  their  titillating  and  Hollywood- 
ersatz-shock  language  —  “The  sin  that  dare 
not  speak  its  name”;  “The  movie  they  said 
could  never  be  filmed”;  “Boys  in  the  Band  is 
not  a  musical”;  “Shocking”;  “Adult”; 
“Mature”;  “Neva  before  has  the  screen...”  — 
these  trailers  certainly  point  out  how  near 
impossible  it  was  for  Hollywood  to  even 
begin  to  imagine  how  to  deal  with  and  pro¬ 
mote  sophisticated  and  mature  material.  It  is 
funny  to  watch,  again  and  again,  these  clips 
attempting  to  both  sell  and  distance  them¬ 
selves  from  sexual  nonconformity.  On  this 
level.  Homo  Promo  is  sort  of  a  wonderful, 
campy  look  at  the  marketing  of  homosexuali- 
Continued  on  page  1 1 


Gay  Community  News  presents 

« 

Contemporary  Images  of 
Lesbians  and  Gay  Men  in  Film 


A  panel 
discussion  with 


SARAH  SCHULMAN  •  JENNIE  LIVINGSTON 
DARYL  CHIN  •  MICHAEL  BRONSKI 


Tuesday  •  5:30  pm 
January  14,  1992 


The  Brattle  Theater,  40  Brattle  Street, 
Cambridge,  Massachusetts 


Includes  a  screening  of  Homo 
Promo  either  at  4  pm  or  at  7  pm. 


This  panel  discussion  will  look  at  the  ever-changing 
representations  of  lesbian  and  gay  characters  in  film 
and  the  realities  of  lesbian  and  gay  filmmaking  today. 
Sarah  Schulman  is  a  writer  and  curator  of  the  New  York 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Experimental  Film  Festival.  Daryl 
Chin  is  a  film  critic  whose  work  has  appeared  in  Jump 
Cut  and  Performing  Arts  Journal  and  a  member  of  the 
board  of  the  New  Festival.  Jennie  Livingston  directed 
Paris  is  Burning.  Michael  Bronski  is  a  cultural  critic 
whose  work  has  appeared  in  Zmagazine,  the  Guide, 
and  Gay  Community  News. 


Partial  proceeds  to  Gay  Community  News.  Also,  see  any  of  the  films  in  the  Horrx)  Promo  series  and  5%  of  your  admission  goes  to  GCN. 


